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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Children enjoy hunting for candy and eggs at
last year's annual Easter egg hunt.

SALLY HOGARTY
Last year's events in the park were a big
success. The OA has even bigger plans for this
year's celebration.

The Easter Egg Hunt Is On!
By BOBBIE DODSON

Staff Writer

Calling all children ages, 5 and below.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt is the

place to be on March 20 at the Orinda
Community Center Park. The hunt begins
promptly at 11 a.m. so don’t miss out on
the opportunity to bring home bounteous
booty from the Easter Bunny. Be on time,
or better, be early, because youngsters are
divided by age with separate areas for
infants and toddlers. You will want to be in
the correct place.

There will also be the opportunity for
photos with the Easter Bunny; crafts
activities including removable tattoos, and
cereal necklaces. Juice and cookies will be
provided.  More than 100 kids are expected.

This is the 30th year the Rotary Club has
sponsored this event, and the second that
the Orinda Community Center Auxiliary
(OCCA) has joined with them to put on the
hunt.

Shannon Fuller,  president of OCCA
says, “We do this because it is a wonderful
and safe environment for little children, and
is a great community-building activity. We
are also pleased to showcase the community
park.”

Rotary Club member Dick Burkhalter
adds, “We are a community service club
that enjoys giving back to the community,
so this free event is a natural for us. I think
it’s a hoot. The kids clean the field in
minutes; they are like a flock of locusts!
We always keep some eggs in reserve for
those who don’t find any, but that isn’t
nearly as much fun for them, so I remind
everyone to be on time.”

A reminder: Parking lots fill up quickly,
and RiteAid will tow cars parked in their
lot. Try the old library lot, if needed.

The Stars Will Be Out in Orinda This July!

BARBARA BONTEMPS
Contributing Writer

great leadership in making the first “Red,
White, and Blue” level donation with a
$5,000 sponsorship for this year’s
festivities.   In addition, they are organizing
another Classic Car Show for revelers to
enjoy on the Fourth.  “We are honored to
sponsor our hometown 4th of July on its
25th Anniversary, “ says John Vanek. “It’s
always a great party, and we hope everyone
will come out and enjoy the fun!”

Your family or business can make a huge
difference to the success of Orinda’s 25th
Anniversary 4th of July by becoming
sponsors, as well.  Any donated amount is
appreciated, and those contributing $100 or
more will be acknowledged.  Four
sponsorship levels have been created with
commensurate levels of recognition before,
during, and after the events:

At the highest level ($5,000), “Red,
White, and Blue” sponsors will receive top
billing in large print on event banners and
posters, promotional and keepsake items;

Orinda will “Reach for the Stars” to
commemorate the 25th year of its

Independence Day celebration this July 4th
with a multi-day, blow-out festival that will
include something for everyone – games
and entertainment for the kids, wine, music,
art and dancing for the grown-ups, and
(with the help of local businesses) the entire
town dolled up in red, white, and blue.

It’s hard to imagine that it’s been 25 years
since the first All Volunteer Pick-Up
Marching Band took its debut stroll down
Orinda Way, to the delight of everyone
lining the parade route.  Over the ensuing
years, their ranks have grown as sons and
daughters have joined their parents in the
annual musical march.  Likewise the parade
itself has grown, with participants (classic
car aficionados, service groups, swim clubs,
and school groups) nearly outnumbering
the spectators!  From the flag-raising
ceremony to the Fun Run, the pancake
breakfast to the parade and after-party in
the Community Park, Orinda’s 4th of July
traditions have endeared themselves to our
community.  In “Reaching for the Stars”
this year, we turn the spotlight on ourselves
and celebrate Orinda as a very special place
to live.

Plans are underway for a truly
spectacular gala, but events won’t happen
without community support.  As has been
the case for every 4th of July celebration,
the Orinda Association needs sponsors for
each of the events planned. With two full
days of activities, there are many
opportunities for individuals, groups, and
businesses to get involved to make this a
memorable 25th anniversary!

Orinda Motors owner, Allen Pennebaker,
has already stepped forward to demonstrate [SEE STARS page 4]

Lamorinda Faith Communities
Reach Out to the Homeless

By PAT RUDEBUSCH
Assistant Editor

The sub-prime mortgage debacle has
brought heightened awareness to the

housing crisis. And, while the immediate
Bay Area and Lamorinda remains
somewhat insulated from large-scale
foreclosures, the story is vastly different in
the outer parts of Contra Costa County. As
more families lose their homes, services
such as Shelter, Inc. and the Interfaith
Council of Contra Costa County’s Winter
Nights program become ever more critical.

It’s estimated that on any given night,

7,000 people are homeless in Contra Costa
County, over two-thirds of which are
families with children. Shelter, Inc., an
independent nonprofit organization
established in 1986 by the Contra Costa
County Board of Supervisors to help
alleviate homelessness, finds its services
remain in high demand due, in part, to the
high cost of living in the Bay Area.

Both Shelter, Inc. and the Interfaith
Council’s Winter Nights program provide
critical services and a sense of hope to the
families they serve, with many Lamorinda
residents volunteering their time and
resources to help those in need.

For the past five years, Roxy Klein, has
coordinated St.Stephen’s Episcopal
Church’s outreach support of Shelter, Inc.
Volunteers from the church, working in
teams of four or five, provide dinner for the
Shelter’s guests for a week at a time. Those
who aren’t able to commit to the dinner
service will help by donating cash or food
and household supplies to keep the shelter’s
pantry stocked. While the need for services
hasn’t diminished, Klein says that she’s
always amazed and heartened by the
outpouring of volunteer support. Next
month, St. Stephen’s will host several
homeless families as part of the Winter

[SEE SHELTER page 4]

SALLY HOGARTY
Rico, Jr. happily plays in the nursery at St.
Timothy's in Danville. The youngster and his family
will be among the homeless sheltered in Orinda
in March as part of the Winter Nights program.

SALLY HOGARTY
Volunteers and clergy from St. Stephen's Episcopal Church prepare for the Winter Nights guests. (L-
R) Brendy Free, Mindy Bush and Roxy Klein (co-chairs of the outreach program), Rev. Jan Holland,
Father Larry Hunter, and Father Tom Trutner.
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ROTARY

Spring Break Vacation Plans?
Going on a Ski Trip?

Let me take the worry out of
what to do with your home and pets

while you are away.

• Pet Sitting
• Dog Walking
• Pet Taxi
• Home Watch/Security,
• Collect Mail and Newspapers
• Water Plants
• Insured and Bonded

925-254-3677  Office
925-368-8978 Cell

animal-house@comcast.net

“Your Comfort Is Our Number One Priority”

The Haddon Family, Orinda Residents, Owners / Operators

Do business with a neighbor. Haddon Heating and Cooling
specializes in residential furnaces, heaters, air conditioners,
ductwork, repairs, upgrades, maintenance and services.

(925) 521-1380 • www.haddonheatingcooling.com
5702 Marsh Drive, Suite T, Pacheco, CA 94553

 Fax: 925-521-1381 •  License # 855456
Monday - Friday 7 am - 5 pm (closed for lunch)

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST SERVICE
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Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship Winners Speak at
Meeting
Mei-Ling McNamera and David Jimenez
spoke at a recent Orinda Rotary meeting. Both
are Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars, who have
received scholarships to study for three
months to two years in a variety of countries.
McNamera, who lives in Brentwood, will study
in England while Jimenez, a native of Columbia,
is currently studying at UC Berkeley.
Scholarships range from $11,000 to $25,000.

Twelfth Annual Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary Dinner
and Auction on March 15

financial and volunteer hours to local
homeless shelters, funding wheelchairs for
the handicapped, and upgrading facilities
at the Lafayette Community Center. The
evening includes a silent and live auction
plus a delicious dinner.

  For more information, go to
www.lamorindasunrise.org.

– Sally Hogarty, Editor

Miramonte Students Speak on Rotary's Four-Way Test

SALLY HOGARTY
In February, four students of long-time public speaking teacher Sandra Maguire impressed Orinda
Rotarians with their speeches utilizing Rotary's four-way test: is it true; is it fair to all concerned; will it
build goodwill and better friendships, and will it be beneficial to all concerned. (L-R) Alina Hasanain
spoke on U.S. aid to Pakistan. A friend of Benazir Bhutto, Hasanain argued against sending primarily
military aid to her country. Tony Wang discussed the U.S. immigration problem and whether or not the
Immigration and Reform Act of 1986 was being enforced. Elise Washburn highlighted the plight of
returning veterans and what needs to be done to reduce the numbers of homeless among this population,
and Christina Pabst tackled the problem of how to deal with the ever-increasing amount of electronic
waste. For more on Miramonte's public speaking program, see page 22.

This year's Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary's
gala event takes place on March 15

from 5 to 9:30 p.m. at the Holy Trinity
Cultural Center, 1700 School Street, in
Moraga.

Funds raised at the event are used for
various community and international
service projects, such as learning materials
to Lamorinda schools, the Three-Quarter
Century Club luncheon for seniors,

SUE BREEDLOVE
Mei-Ling McNamera

For more information on the program, contact Dr.
Paul Giers at 925-254-4667. Applications for
2009-2010 school year are due April 15, 2008.
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ORINDA ASSOCIATION

Kate Wiley, Jim Luini

A Message From the OA Presidents
A Salute to Our Members

100% Pure PharmacySM

Alan Wong, R.Ph.
Next to Hollyhock and McCaulou’s
282 Orinda Village Sq. • 254-1211

©2002 Medicine Shoppe International, Inc.,
A Cardinal Health Company

www.medicineshoppe.com

The “Luck of the Irish”
is not always with us,

so when you need a little help
with your health, visit

The Medicine Shoppe®.

The pharmacy
in your neighborhood.

Alan Wong, R.Ph.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day

presenting

• Regular & Chicago style pizza
• Fresh, high quality ingredients
• Gourmet specialities
• Pizza by the slice at lunch
• Salads
• Fast, free, on time delivery for

lunch, dinner, parties and
special events

1 Camino Sobrante, Suite 4
254-2800

Open 7 days 11-10 p.m.  Monday - Saturday
11-9 p.m.  Sunday

Consign and Design.

21 Orinda Way
Orinda, CA 94563

925-254-1113
Map & Directions:

www.hiltonhousedesigns.com
Hours: Monday – Saturday

10:00 to 5:30ish

Wholesale Prices

Fine Jewelry • Brand Name Table Top and Collectibles •
Furniture • New Rugs from Around the World • Recycle your

unwanted items at the most unique shop.*

New/Like New
    Upscale Consignments

This issue is dedicated to all of the
members/supporters of the Orinda

Association.  It is with your generous and
continuous support that we are able to
provide the important programs and
traditions you count on.

This July will mark Orinda’s 25th
anniversary of the July 4th parade and
celebration as we know it.  We’ve been told
by some “native” Orindans, who remember
as children, the parades in Orinda actually

date back well before the 40s.   In honor of
this year’s anniversary, however, the July
4th committee is planning multi-day events,
with more music, more food, and more
activities for all ages.  For the next few
issues, Barbara Bontemps will be bringing
you the highlights and details of the events.
So stay in Orinda this July 4th! As Kate’s
non-stop, world-traveling husband has
always said, “there is no better place on
Earth, than Orinda.”

Are you a local Orinda Business?  How would you like
more local customers, free advertising,  and an increase

in your business?

Partner with the OA and find out how.  Contact:
April Meagher
Membership

Orinda Association
(925) 254-5776

Aprilmay_27@yahoo.com

SALLY HOGARTY
Manoj and Sadhana Tripathi (L) recently opened
the Subway store at Theatre Square. Shown with
them are OA membership chair April Meagher
and Zola, a Subway employee.

Orinda Association Members Receive
Local Discounts

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

Membership certainly does have its
privileges thanks to a new program

the Orinda Association (OA) will begin in
April.

“We have been working with our local
business community to offer our
membership special discounts, benefits, and
services,” explains OA membership chair
April Meagher. The business sponsor for
April is Subway Sandwiches, located in
Theatre Square. When  OA members
purchase a regular Subway sandwich and
drink, they will receive a second Subway
sandwich for free.

Meagher has already lined up sponsors
with great deals for OA members through
June. In May, FedEx Kinko's will be
offering a special discount with Treible
Stationers offering member perks for June.

Letters went out to current OA members
in February enclosing the new membership
cards. Meagher says the membership
rewards program is a way of saying thank-
you to local residents who have been so
supportive of the OA. “Thanks to our
members support over the years we have
been able to publish The Orinda News,
establish a senior ride program, sponsor
public forums, collect items for those in
need, run the Volunteer Center, and much,
much more,” Meagher explains.

Each issue of The Orinda News will have
an ad announcing that month’s business and
the membership benefit.

To receive more information on the
program or to join the OA, contact Meagher
at aprilmay_27@yahoo.com or call her at
254-5776.

IT’S TIME
TO CALL

ALPINE
ROOF AND

GUTTER
CLEANING

CO.
254-5060

DIV. OF BLUE PINES
TREE SERV.

ORINDA, CALIF.

FREE ESTIMATES

OA Meeting
March 10, 2008

7:30 p.m.
May Room, Orinda Library
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EDITORIAL

The Orinda News prints 9,000 copies and is published 12 times a
year by The Orinda Association. The office is located at 24 Orinda Way
(lower level of the Library). All rights reserved. The publication is sent
out by direct mail (Permit #4, Orinda Post Office) and distributed to key
locations throughout the city.

Editor ............................................................................... Sally Hogarty

Assistant Editors ....................................... Chris Lavin, Pat Rudebusch

Advertising Representatives ................. Jill Gelster, Candy Kattenberg
Editorial Committee ..............  Sally Hogarty, Chris Lavin, Jim Luini,

Cindy Powell, Pat Rudebusch, Kate Wiley

Staff Writers ........... Barbara Boster, Dorothy Bowen, Bobbie Dodson,

Grace Ho, Valerie Hotz, Andra Lim, Petra Michel, Ksenija Soster

Olmer, Moya Stone

Contributing Writers .................... Barbara Bontemps, Lynda Leonard,

Cinda MacKinnon, Lisa Rodriguez

Graphics ....................... Aspen Consulting: Jill Gelster & David Dierks
Printing ......................................................................... Folger Graphics

Opinions of The Orinda News are expressed on the editorial
page. Views of writers and letters to the editor are their own
and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Orinda Asso-
ciation or of The Orinda News. Advertisements
appearing in The Orinda News are not to be construed as
endorsements by The Orinda Association or The Orinda News.

Letters to the Editor are printed on a space-available
basis and should be no longer than 400 words. They must in-
clude the writer’s first and last name, signature and telephone
number.

Send letters to: Editor, The Orinda News, P.O. Box 97,
Orinda, CA 94563, fax them to 254-8312, or email to
news@orindaassociation.org.  Letters to the Editor for
the April issue are due March 5, 2008.

THE ORINDA NEWS
A Publication of

The Orinda Association
Mailing Address

P.O. Box 97
Orinda, California 94563
Telephone: 925 254-0800

Fax: 925 254-8312
www.orindanews.org

For display advertising rates, call Jill Gelster at 925-528-
9225 or send email to jill@aspenconsult.net. The deadline for
the May issue is March 19, 2008.

Local Residents Help Others This Winter

As spring approaches, it’s time once
again for that old bunny rabbit to come

out of its burrow and hide eggs and other
goodies for local children to enjoy. This
year’s Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by the
Orinda Community Center Auxiliary and
the Orinda Rotary, takes place on March
20 at the Orinda Community Center park.

But, while some youngsters will be
hunting for eggs, others will be hunting for
a safe place to stay. As spring brings forth
its myriad of blossoms and warmer weather,
the Winter Nights program comes to an end.
On any given night, approximately 7,000
people are homeless in our county. The
Interfaith Council’s Winter Nights program
have been providing warm beds, good food,
and tutoring to 26 people in need this
winter, 16 of whom are children. The
families have spent one to two weeks at
various churches throughout Contra Costa
County. Currently, St. Stephen’s Church
here in Orinda is hosting five families with
the Orinda Community Church providing

shelter for them for the last two weeks of
March. Santa Maria Catholic Church and
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church are
coordinating volunteers to provide
breakfasts and dinners during their stay in
Orinda.

Countless volunteers in Orinda, and the
other communities who participated in the
Winter Nights program, are giving selflessly
of their time to prepare meals, setup
sleeping quarters, and help youngsters with
homework.  But soon these families will be
back on their own — trying to access county
services and looking for that elusive job that
will allow enough money for a deposit and
first month’s rent on an apartment.

The Winter Nights program continues
through April 28. To volunteer time, money,
or services, call 925-565-0737. If you would
like to help young families achieve longer-
term stability, call Shelter, Inc. in Martinez
at 925-335-0698 or go online to
www.shelterincofccc.org. Shelter Inc. of
Contra Costa County is dedicated to

Nights program.
Earlier this winter, Temple Isaiah in

Lafayette provided meals and a warm bed
for two weeks to five families totaling 26
people who had no place to go. Their
outreach was particularly poignant because
16 of the guests were young children.
Temple members were able to offer shelter
during the Christmas holidays when many
churches are filled with activities for the
season.

“Our temple members enjoyed hosting
families and providing a Christmas for
them,” says Susan Mautner. “It’s a huge
undertaking, with buying gifts and

◆  SHELTER from page 1

recognition in all publicity, including up to
five issues of The Orinda News and other
print media; repeated recognition from the
parade reviewing stand during the parade
and car display ad for vehicles in the parade;
a free corner booth during the festival with
sponsor signage, as well as flag sponsorship
and in- park signage during the after-parade
celebration.  Thank you to Orinda Motors
for being the first to step up and become a
lead sponsor!

Gold-level sponsors ($1,000 to $2,500)
receive similar recognition in large print on
sponsor banners at events, recognition
during the parade, in the monthly event
advertising in the newspaper, on
promotional and keepsake material, a free
booth during the festival, flag sponsorship,
and in-the-park publicity.

Silver-level ($500-$999) and Bronze-
level ($499) sponsors will receive
recognition, as well, with medium billing
on event banners, in monthly news
advertising, from the reviewing stand
during the parade (Silver), flag sponsorship,
event posters, and in-park publicity (Silver
and Bronze).

Those interested in becoming sponsors
can obtain information and a sponsorship
packet by calling the Orinda Association
office at 254-0800 or by visiting our
website at www.orindaassociation.org and
selecting the “Forms to Download” menu
option.   For questions about sponsorships,
call the sponsor chair Sylvia Deaton, at 510-
224-8548.

Let’s keep our Independence Day
traditions going —and create a few new
ones! With your help, Orinda’s 25th Fourth
of July celebration will be the best one yet!

◆  STARS from page 1

Article Incorrect
The Orinda News article (“Bringing the

Campaign Home” by Pat Rudebusch,
February 2008 issue) identified Thomas P.
O'Neal, the former Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, as "the late
senator."

Mr. O'Neal, whose nickname was Tip,
never served in the United States Senate.
He was elected to the House in 1952 and
served as Speaker from 1977 to 1987.

Mr. O'Neal was a Democrat from
Massachsuetts and died in 1995.

– Richard S. Colman

Letter to the Editor

arranging for Santa to visit the children, but
it was quite a fun project that I was glad to
have the opportunity be a part of.” Temple
Isaiah has hosted families for the past
several years and Mautner, like St.
Stephen’s Klein, is impressed by “the huge
outpouring of energy from the
congregation.”

The Orinda Community Church (OCC)
will also host several homeless families for
two weeks at the end of March. This will
be the third year that OCC has provided
Winter Nights shelter, but the church has a
longer history of coordinating with others
in the Interfaith Alliance to address
homelessness. Similarly, OCC will join
forces with Santa Maria Catholic Church
and St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in
coordinating volunteers to provide
breakfasts and dinners for their Winter
Nights guests.

Winter Nights provides shelter for
families from mid-October through the end
of April. Many of the families served have
only recently become homeless and often
have at least one adult working a full-time
job. For instance, one family receiving
shelter this winter had been renting their
home when the property’s owner went into
foreclosure. Suddenly, the family, who had
been paying rent, found themselves
homeless. According to Sandy Anderson,
who chaired Temple Isaiah’s effort and sits
on the Homeless Summit, Winter Nights
works with their guest families to help them
find permanent solutions to their temporary
homelessness. Last year, she says, all but
one person found a permanent arrangement
by the end of April.

Anderson adds that the Winter Nights
program sells “wonderful aprons” as a
means of raising funds. A practical symbol
of hearth and home, the aprons can be
purchased for $20 through participating
churches and temples or by contacting
Anderson directly at ssaorinda@comcast.net.

preventing homelessness, promoting self-
sufficiency, and providing affordable
housing. An innovative leader in homeless

services, Shelter, Inc. helps over 3,000
Contra Costa residents each year.

– Sally Hogarty, Editor

SALLY HOGARTY
Heather O’Connell plays with Rico, Jr. at St.
Timothy's in Danville. O’Connell coordinates the
educational aspect of the Winter Nights program.
“It's great to feed and house people, but the
children really need help with learning,” says
O’Connell. “We provide tutors to help with
homework and with basic skills.”

Bay Area Ski Bus Trips
for Teens
Snowboarding and Ski Trips for Mar/Apr
3/1 Sierra 4/2 Alpine
3/8 Sierra 4/5 Sierra
3/15 Kirkwood 4/12 Sugarbowl
3/22 Sierra 4/13 Northstar
3/23 Sugarbowl 4/15 Northstar
3/27 Squaw** 4/19 Kirkwood
3/29 Alpine

Per trip fee: Residents $99; Non-
residents:  $109
**Squaw/Heavenly per trip fee:
Residents:  $109; Non-residents:  $120
Sign up:  Orinda Community Center
More info: bayareaskibus.com or
254-2445.
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C A S A  O R I N D A
R E S T A U R A N T

Dinner served nightly from 4 pm

925.254.2981 ■ 20 Bryant Way ■ Orinda, CA 94563

Rick & Nancy Booth
Realtors & UC Berkeley MBAs

◆  Residential Real Estate

◆  Investment Real Estate

◆  Tax Deferred Exchanges

◆  Senior Property Tax Transfers

253-6347

“ We had very high expectations when we hired
Rick & Nancy. They exceeded them.”

Let us exceed your expectations.

www.BoothHomes.com

(925) 254-4535 License
#075600243

• Intimate, quiet home with beautiful views

• 24 hour personalized care

• Enhanced social activities programs

• Dementia, Non-Ambulatory and Hospice
services available

• Family Owned and Operated since 1998

• M.D. /R.N. Supervised

458 Tahos Rd. • Orinda

Casa de Gracia - Casa de Gracia - Casa de Gracia - Casa de Gracia - Casa de Gracia - A Beautiful Home for the Elderly

ORINDA CLEANERS
First Class Quality Cleaning

with Fair Prices
EXPERT ALTERATIONS

37 Moraga Way • Orinda, CA 94563

7-6
MON-FRI

Phone:
254-5155

8:30-4
SAT

POLICE BLOTTER
 November 2007

False Residential Alarms: Officers
responded to 111 false alarm calls
throughout the city.

Auto Burglary (theft from a locked
vehicle): 4 incidents.

Petty Theft From Vehicle (theft of
less than $400 value from an unlocked
vehicle): 4 incidents.

All Other Petty Thefts: 2 incidents.
Grand Theft From Vehicle (theft of

more than $400 value from an unlocked
vehicle): 4 incidents.

All Other Grand Thefts: No
reported incidents.

Vehicle Theft: 2 incidents.
Residential Burglary: No reported

incidents.

Commercial Burglary:  1 incident.
Vandalism: 1 incident.
Identity Theft: 2 incidents.
Credit Card Fraud/Forgery: 1

incident.

Arrests
Drug Possession: 1
Possession of Unlawful Weapon: 1
False ID to Police: 1
Warrant Arrest: 5
Alcohol - Persons Under 21: 1
CVC - Driving Under Influence: 2
Burglary - Commercial: 3
Receiving Stolen Property: 1

– Compiled by Jeanette Irving,
Sr. Admin to the Chief

Friday Forum to Host Editor Tom Vacar
By BOBBIE DODSON

Staff Writer

Tom Vacar, the well-known consumer
editor for KTVU Channel 2’s Fox

News,  will speak at 1:30 p.m., March 7,
for the First Friday Forum in the Fellowship
Hall at the Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian
Church, 49 Knox Drive, Lafayette.  His
topic will be “Consumer Rights from
Energy Prices to ID Theft.”

Vacar says he plans to include the latest
scams and consumer concerns.   “I think
scams aimed at consumers are some of the
most prolific areas of crime,” he said.
“Unfortunately, they are the least policed
because of other priorities. As a result,
people really have to be their own police
force, operating at their peril.”

With his ability to search out such things
as recalls, product safety, and advertising
issues, Vacar is an advocate for consumers.
The Society of Professional Journalists
presented him with its Medal for
Distinguished Public Service for his
landmark work on insurance reform.  Many
experts agree this led to the California
insurance revolt in 1988.

Vacar has won more than 40 major
honors, including five Emmys, five Golden
Mikes, and the American Bar Association’s

Silver Gavel Award. He also holds the
Aviation and Space Writers Association’s
highest award for his work on why airliners
don’t crash.

Vacar passed the Ohio and federal bar
examinations in 1978 after graduating from
the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law. He
is a former business executive in the
automobile industry as well as a worker for
“Nader’s Raiders” in the late 1960s.

Refreshments will be served at 1 p.m
before Vacar’s lecture. For information, call
254-7743.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Well-known KTVU-TV personality Tom Vacar will
speak on March 7.

Orinda’s Village Associates Wins
Regional Honors

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

While the sub-prime housing disaster
has certainly affected the economy

nation-wide, many local real estate
companies have continued to provide
excellent service to homeowners and
potential homeowners in the Lamorinda
area.

One company, Village Associates, has
managed to achieve the highest 2007 sales
of any single residential real estate office
in Contra Costa County, according to
MaxEBRDI rankings.  The firm was also
honored as the Residential Real Estate Firm
of the Year by the East Bay Business Times.
Village Associates president and CEO
Ignacio Vega credits the firm’s results with

its ability to provide counsel to
homeowners as well as its commitment to
the Lamorinda area. “We started Village to
serve this area, and eight years later, we
continue to focus our energy on being an
active, knowledgeable community resource
for our clients,” says Vega.

In 2007, the company had escrow
closings totaling $334,031,519, which
represented the sale or purchase of nearly
300 homes in Lamorinda and other
communities in Contra Costa County.
Operating from a single office in Orinda,
Village Associates has 30 experienced
agents. “Each of our agents live in
Lamorinda, where they raise their families
and send their children to local schools,”
explains Vega. “This allows them to speak
authoritatively on Lamorinda.”

Reach for the Stars
Orinda’s 25th Anniversary Fourth of July Celebration

Save The Dates!
March 16 Design Competition Final-

ists on display, Library
Gallery

March 31 Deadline for Sponsorships
April 15 Deadline for All booth

applications
June 23 Deadline for all parade

applications
July 1 Concert-in-the-Park
July 2 “Reach for the Stars” party

at Orinda Theatre
Square; music, art
auction, car show, food
& wine

 July 4 Pre-Parade Celebration:
Haley's Fun Run
Roadrunners Run
Pancake Breakfast
Flag Raising Ceremony
Friends of Orinda Library

Book Sale
PARADE
Post-parade Celebration:
Live Music in the park and

Library Plaza
Food and Game booths
Craft and Art booths
Mini Car show
Children's Fun Area
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Specializing
In:

Spot
removal

Area rug
cleaning

Upholstery
cleaning

Berbers

Water
damage

Odor
removal 254-2866

John Kirby
Owner

We Clean
for Health
as well as

Appearance

Help rid
your home

of
dust mites,

spores,
molds,

allergens
and

bacteria

Baan Thai RESTAURANT
Eat Healthy, Live Healthy

ORGANIC SALADS MADE FRESH DAILY.
MANY VEGETARIAN OPTIONS.

WE COOK FROM FAMILY RECIPES.
FOOD TO GO, CATERING & GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE

Open for Lunch:
Mon. - Sun.  11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Dinner: Sun. - Thurs.4:30 - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat.: 4:30 - 10:00 p.m.

99 Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-0989

 DENNEN'S

Victorian Farmhouse

Offered at $2,400,000
Built in 1877, Dennen’s is one of the
region’s oldest Victorians. Operated as a
B&B for the last 30 years, the Inn has 10
guestrooms spread among four buildings.
Located on Highway One, this serene
location is convenient to recreation and
cultural opportunities of Mendocino.

Call, email or write for free catalogue and
area information.

JOHANNA

HOPPER

MENDO REALTY
of Mendocino, Inc.

1061 Main Street, P.O. Box 14
Mendocino, CA 95460

707 937-5822 x15
home 707 937-1671
cell 707 357-3694

johanna.hopper@gmail.com
visit

johannahopper.com

Works of Famed Civil Rights Photographer on Display at Orinda
Community Church

By PAT RUDEBUSCH
Assistant Editor

Project.
Throughout his career, Herron has

focused on advancing issues of social
justice. The Southern Documentary Project,
which he organized in 1964, brought
together a team of eight photojournalists
to record the voter registration and
education work underway in Mississippi
and other southern states. That same year,
Herron won the World Press Photo Contest
for his photo of a Mississippi highway
patrolman attacking a 5-year-old child. In
the 1970s, his work brought international
attention to the anti-whaling and harp seal
hunting campaigns. Today, Herron serves
as the director of Take Stock, an Internet

A dozen photographs by internationally
acclaimed photographer Matt Herron

depicting the Civil Rights struggles of the
1960s are on display at the Orinda
Community Church through April 14.
Herron, who studied under Minor White
and has worked with the likes of Dorothea
Lang and George Ballis, is a documentary
photographer and writer whose work
chronicles the Civil Rights, animal rights,
and peace movements. The exhibit at the
Community Church features photos from
his work with The Southern Documentary

site housing over 100,000 images from the
Civil Rights and Farm Workers movements.

Earlier this year, the Orinda Community
Church welcomed the photo exhibit as part
of its celebration of the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. “The exhibit of Herron’s
work, which is open to the public, is our
way of sharing something with the
community that we feel very strongly
about,” says church member Diane Ramsey.
“Orinda Community Church is open and
affirming, meaning that we believe strongly
in building a community based on
acceptance and tolerance.”

Herron’s work, which is included in the
permanent collections of the Smithsonian
Institution, the George Eastman House, and
the Schomburg Center for Research in
Black Culture, found its way to Orinda
through Joy Elkington Walker, a member
of Orinda Community Church who also

happens to be Herron’s sister-in-law.
The Herron exhibit is in the Orinda

Community Church sanctuary and open to
the public most days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
until April 14. To arrange a visit, call the
church office at 254-4906.

925-254-4199
2 Theater Square, Ste. 140

Orinda, CA 94563

Pati MacDonald, CPT
Owner

orindahascurves@yahoo.com

Join Curves during our 10th Annual Food Drive. Bring in a bag of non-per-
ishable food items between March 3rd and March 15th, and join Curves for
just $30. All groceries will be donated to local food banks.

PAT RUDEBUSCH
Joy Elkins-Walker is pleased to facilitate the
exhibit of brother-in-law Matt Herron's photos
depicting some of the struggles of the Civil Rights
Movement. Herron also spoke at the church last
month to commemorate Black History Month. The
photo exhibit is open to the public and will remain
at the church until early April.

Out
and

About  Pat Rudebusch

With the winter rains still in the
forecast, the wildfires that

devastated portions of southern California
might seem like a distant memory to those
of us in the Bay Area. But for the handful
of Orindans who helped with the rescue and
recovery operations, the images of utter
devastation remain vivid. So, too, do the
images of hope, survival, and the power of
people coming together in times of crisis.

Fifteen firefighters from the Moraga
Orinda Fire District (MOFD) were
deployed to help fight last October’s
wildfires in the San Diego area.  While the
most devastating in terms of loss of lives
and property, the California wildfires were
just one of a dozen calls for wildfire help
MOFD responded to last summer.

Fire districts routinely share resources,
especially in response to large-scale
disasters. Fire Chief Pete Nowicki says
that his department gets requests every year,
with some calls coming in as soon as June.
MOFD is equipped to send both type-1
units, i.e., equipment to save structures, and
type-3, or wildland units.

The Southern California fires were one
of four calls that firefighter Dave Mazaika
went on last summer: “The fires in southern

California tended to get the most publicity
because homes were involved, but there
were other fires last summer that were
bigger. We answered calls from as far south
as San Diego to as far north as the Oregon
border.” Mazaika, who’s trained in medical
support, chain saw for fighting wildland
fires, and working with helicopter crews,
notes that fire personnel from different
agencies are used to working together,
providing for seamless operations.

 Joining Mazaika in southern California
were MOFD firefighters, Battalion Chief
Bryan Collins, Battalion Chief Stephen
Healy, Captain Steve Rodgers, Captain
Sean Perkins, Captain Ken Consigio,
Dennis Aquilina, Mike Murphy, Al
Mathews, John Whittington, Chris
Davis,  Tim Williams, Julie Muliken,
Brian Oliver, and Janet Brandi.

An estimated 375,000acres were
destroyed and 350,000 homes were
evacuated. Unfortunately for many, the loss
of property wasn’t covered by insurance.
Orinda resident Sheila Newton (who was
profiled earlier this year as someone to
watch in 2008) spent a week in Southern
California helping some of the area’s most

[SEE OUT AND ABOUT page 22]
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One of the many garden views.

Quality Lifestyle, Independence, Security
Meals, Housekeeping, Transportation
24-hour staffing — 7 days a week —

Licensed for Assisted Living if you need additional services.

ANN SHARF
When you need:

• a strong negotiator
• proven results for both buyers & sellers

• professionalism & service

• a top producer
Ann Sharf

Call ANN at (925) 253-2525;
she comes highly recommended...

Website: www.annsharf.com

Email: ann@annsharf.com
93 Moraga Way, Orinda

FULL LINE OF OFFICE PRODUCTS
PRINTING-BUSINESS CARDS & STATIONERY• COMPUTER SUPPLIES
OFFICE FURNITURE • LAMINATING • FAX • COPIES• COLOR COPIES

254-3643
Fax # 254-9720MONTHLY

BILLING
FREE

DELIVERY
19 Orinda Way

OFFICE SUPPLIES
TREIBLE

STATIONERS

Orinda Association Thanks Members for Continued Support!

Dave & Kay Aaker
Jim & Kris Abrams
Mr. Chambers D. Adams
Harriet Ainsworth
Jeff & Seanna Allen
Glenn & Lynne Alper
Ms. Carol Alvord
Paul & Mary Sue Ammon
Erik & Heather Andersen
Roland M. Andersen

The following is a list of
Orinda Association (OA)
members as of January
2008. Thanks to their
contributions, the OA offers
The Orinda News to all
residents and businesses
free of charge, produces the
annual 4th of July parade
and festivities, hosts forums
of public interest, honors
local volunteers and
environmentalists, and
coordinates the Volunteer
Center. Thank you!

Bruce & Hope Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bauman
James & Karen Beauchamp
Barnaby Beck
Ms. Valerie Belch
Ms. Bonnie Bell
Walter & Barbara Bell
Ms. Lesley Benn
Ms. Dorothea Benney
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Benzie
Scot & Carol Bergren
Mr. &  Mrs. J. H. Bevis
Robert C. Bingham
Ms. Eleanor Blankenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Charles. L. Blue
Margaret Beck & Michael

Blume
Ms. Paula Bond-Shapiro
William & Bernice Bondy
Robert D. Bonner
David & Nancy Bonneville
Margaret Stewart & Severin

Borenstein
Ms. Barbara Boster
Mr. & Mrs. James Boucher
John and Dorothy Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Bowers
Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Bowles

Sylvia & Tim Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Norris Cash
Jane H. Catterton
Mr. & Mrs. David McCaulou
Jim & Francoise Cervantes
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Cetrone
Mr. Ted J. Chaconas
Sally & Philip Chapman
Ms. Sally Chappell
Ms. Nancy Chenoweth
Anil K. Chopra
Drs. Chee & Joan Chow
Jim & Jan Christensen
John & Ann Cinderey
Harvey & Donna Clar
Jerome H. Clark
Joseph & Marion Cleary
Ronald L. & Rosemary

Clendenen
Coral & Bob Cobley
Alan & Jan Coe
Michael & Patricia Collins
Ms. Barbara Conley
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Connolly
Richard Stephens & Sherrill

Cook
Mrs. Emmett Cooke
Frank & Jennifer Coon

Joffa & Ellen Dale
Dr.s Laura and  Dale Dallas
Elizabeth C. Dalzelle
Michael A. Daniel
Carroll Darrow
Mike & Melinda Daughterty
Hope Davenport
Frank & Dorothy Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey  DeMunck
D. Craig Dennis, M.D.
Ms. Ann Denny
Gary & Carolyn Depolo
Dave & Susan Devries
John Geesman & Kathryn

Dickson
Dr. Donald D. Dierkes
C.R. & Mary Disharoon
Rajiv & Rashmi Dixit
Elizabeth Hudson & George

Doddington
Wallace & Roberta Dodson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Dolbec
John & Margery Donohue
Ms. Virginia Dorn
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Doty

Gordon and Nancy Douglass
Ms. Jeanne Dowell
Mrs. Ilse Dowling
Mr. Joseph F. Downes
Mr.& Mrs. Steve Downs
David & Barbara Doyal
Richard & Shirley Dudley
Mark & Luann Duggan
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce A. Dunn
Patricia & Robert Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Harlan Dupuis
Ken & Maddy Dychtwald
Mr. & Mrs. Lyman Dyson
Jim & Sandra Earl
Henry & Vera Eberle
David & Lynne Ehlers
Peter & Sue Elkind
Ms. Ruth J. Ellis
Patricia M. Ellsworth
Dr. Weylin Eng
Hays & Regina Englehart
John & Helen Engstrom
Dr. &Mrs. L.J. Enloe
Mr. & Mrs. L. Epstein

Mr. & Mrs. George Erb
Mark Cocalis & Lisa Erburu
Mr. & Mrs. J. Robert Erikson
Ms. Verna Eskridge
Charles & Ivette Esserman
Mr. Robert A. Estopinal
Richard Evans
Rod & Ingrid Evans
Ms. Marian Everett
Joseph & Hilary Fabian
Al & Sue Farmer
Mark & Dawna Farrar
Ms. Barbara Fenichel
Ken & Dorothy Ferguson
John & Kathy Fernbacher
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Ferreira
Gus & Sugar Filice
Ms. Hatti Hamlin & Jim

Finefrock
Ms. Gloria S. Fischer
Karen & Eric Fischer
Charles & Leah Fisher
Drs. Robert & Elinor Fisher
Nazarene & Loran Fite

CHRIS LAVIN
OA membership chair Mark Roberts (L) presents Gene Gottfried with his Volunteer of the Year award
at the annual awards banquet on January 27, 2008.

Mr. & Mrs. Lee G. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Anderson
David & Sandy Anderson
Ned & Becky Anderson
T.J. Appelbaum
John & Judith April
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Arnold
Steve & Joyce Arnon
David & Sharon Ash
Marianne & Tom Aude
Alex & Yvette Axelrode
Karen Axelsson
Wesley Ayers
William J. Babcock, Jr.
Jon & Shelley Bagg
Garbis & Silva Baghdassarian
Richard & Anna Bahme
Jeff & Ruth Bailey
Harold & Eleanor Bain
Kath & Barry Balamuth
Brad & Cindy Barber
Audrey Barbera
Bud & Patti Barker
Richard & Glenda Bartlett
Drs.Priscilla Cooper &

Jack Bartley
Ms. Barbara Bassett

Steve & Marcia Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. John Boyen
Thomas & Katharine Brady
Lyn & Jack Branagh
Ms. Marian Braumoeller
Michael Chinn & Mari Kay

Breazeale
Louise & Mike Breber
Mr. & Mrs. James Brentano
Nancy & Kent Brewer
Mrs. A. B. Bristow Jr.
R.H. & Betty Brotherton
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Brunk, Jr.
Jane & Mike Buchanan
Ms. Shirley Bucher
Ms. Gail Burke
Ms. Linnea Burnette
James & Beverly McCall
Lee & Michael Callaham
Blanche E. Campbell
Wayne & JoAlice Canterbury
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Capener
Bernie & Lib Ann Cappelli
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Carey
Don & Barbara Carlson
Ms. Barbara Carrigg
Ms. Jacqueline Carroll

Bob & Micki Cooper
William S. Cooper
Anne Copenhagen
Greg & Stephanie Corcoran
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cortese
Barbara & Bob Cosby
Susan & Don Couch
Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Couper
Mary Jo & Lance Cowles
Peter & Judy Coy
Mr & Mrs. Kenneth Crain
Steve and Julie Cramer
Dudley and Jane Creed
Larry & Nancy Crevin
Jesse & Vanessa Crews
Stephen G. Cohn & Rose Anne

Critchfield
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Crook
Tom & Barbara Crosby
Fred & Ival Crutcher
Richard & Dorothy Cummings
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Curry
Garniss H. Curtis
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Curtis
Bruce McGurk & Janette

Cushman
Mrs. Wm. Dabel

Enjoy the Good Things at Byron Park!

[SEE MEMBERS page 8]
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Orinda Real Estate Specialists
We maximize your real estate profits using our
professional qualifications, 20+ years local realty

experience, and a commitment to excellent service.
Nobody does it better

Dick Holt
(925) 253-6332

Frank Woodward
(925) 253-4603

Please visit us at  www.Holt-Woodward.com

SZECHWAN
RESTAURANT

C H I N E S E  C U I S I N E

SZECHWAN - MANDARIN

LUNCH / DINNER / ORDERS TO GO

10% DISCOUNT ON
TAKE-OUT ORDERS
(Lunch Special Excluded)

Quality Food and Service
Serving Orinda Since 1980

Tues.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Sun. 4:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Tel 925 254-2020 • Fax 925 254-4098
79 Orinda Way • Orinda

EFO –
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda –

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Karen Murphy,
Village Associates Real Estate

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/BusinessPartnerList.html

“Always...The Best”
Home Repairs & Remodeling

Serving Orinda for 28 Years

References Proudly Given • Competitive Rates

Complete Handyman Services!

925-254-9545
Lic#760085        Bonded & Insured

• Electrical • Tile • Windows

• Plumbing • Floors • Doors

• Carpentry • Dry Wall • Decks

• Siding • Kitchen and Bath Remodeling

Nurture your garden at

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713
– Open Daily –

www.mcdonnellnursery.com

S
pring is here and it's
McDonnell Bucks time!

Shop now to earn your
McDonnell Bucks.
When you shop in March and April you
earn 10% of your purchase amount in
"bucks."  They are then redeemable in
August.

Joe & Virgie Fitzpatrick
T.H. Flagg
Harry & Barbara Fledderman
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Fleming
Edwin & Barbara Flinn
Ms. Janice Fong
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Fontes
Mr. & Mrs. Foster
David & Katy Foulkes
Gary & Barbara Fouts
Tre´ & Jim Frane
Jonathan & Deborah Frank
Jack & Donna Frankel
Dr. & Mrs. H.A. Franklin
Ms. Betty Fraser
Rosalie Greer French
Ms. Gail Fennell & Lionel

Fridjhon
Dan & Linda Friedman
Ms. Florita Frost
Ms. Peggy Fuerst
Jim & Julie Fulford
Milton & Phyllis Gaines
James H. Gallagher
Gary & Elaine Gallaher
Mrs. H. Brooks Gardner
Mr. Chris Garoutte
Phil & Lynn Garrett
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Van Gelder
Bill & Cynthia Gerber

◆ MEMBERS from page 7 Joan C. Getsinger
Mr. & Mrs. Ian Gibbons
Kaija & Gary Gibbs
Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Gilbert
John & Judith Gilmore
Alex & Eva Glazer
Melba Muscarolas & Steven

Glazer
Ms. Patricia Gleason
Mr. Robert Gledhill
Mr. & Mrs. David Goldsmith
Pamela & John Goode
Eve Gordon-Ramek
Paula & Simon Goren
Dr. & Mrs. William Gottfried
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene L. Gottfried
Mr. & Mrs. G. D. Gould
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Govednik
Kathleen & David Graeven
Dick & Ann Graffis
Mary B. Grah
Mrs. Mary Gravelle
Craig & Suzanne Greason
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Green
George & Viola Gregory
Robert & Lillian Griesche
Mr. William T. Gripp
Mr.& Mrs. Ronald Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie L. Grubin
Mr. Jim Guida
Mr. Edwin M.  Gunn
Dr. & Mrs. Jorge Gutierrez

Marion Seward Guzzo
Shirley A. Haag
Mrs. R. L. Hagmann
Mr. Warren Hagstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Art Haigh
Mary & George Hake
Alan & Pam Hall
Mr. & Mrs. E.E. Hall
George G. Hall
Nancy & Don Hall
Mr.& Mrs. Richard C.  Halliday
Peter & Brenda Hanschen
June & Robert Haring
Willard & Carole Harlow
Mrs. Helen S. Harrer
Robert McDuff & Marsha Harris
Virginia H. Hart
Peter & Grace Hartdegen
Chris & Lisa Haskell
Helen & Pete Hasselman
Ms. Widgie Hastings
Joe & June Haughin
Ms. Lilian Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Heggie
Mr. & Mrs. W. K. Helsel
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Hemsley
Ms. Shirley Henke
Mr.& Mrs. Gerry Henkel
Willy & Sandy Hermann
Michael & Pamela Herwood
Harold H. Hill
Gerd & Kirsten Hillen
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Hillman
William & Louise Hinkamp
Harlan & Gayl Hirschfeld
Rick & Marsha Hiscocks
Mr. & Mrs. Tyler  Hofinga
Marjorie & Charles Hogle
Mike & Nancy Holloway
Dan & Robin Holmes

Ms. Ilene Holmgren
Jay & Mary Hoppe
Ms. Wilma S. Horwitz
Scott & Fran Hovey
H.M. Howe
Mr. Roger Hoyer
Mr. & Mrs. J.E. Hughes
Mrs. Elizabeth Hughes
William & Margaret Hughes
Mr. Don  Hunt
Lucy Hupp-Williams
Grant & Susanne Inman
Mr. Peter Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard James
Dr. & Mrs. A. Dalton James

Leroy & Ruth Kerth
Mr. Irving Kestin
Lois & Timothy Killen
Sean & Stacey Kimble
Tom & Cinda MacKinnon
Drs. Martin & Inger

Kirschenbaum
Scott Fink & Kathy Klein
Tom & Alison Kling
Mr. Frank Klobas
William & Katherine Knapp
Ms. Sandra Kneip
Peter & Carol Komor
Eileen & Jack Kopec
Lisa & Scott Kovalik

Jim & Linda Luini
Joanne & Ulrich Luscher
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Lyding
Jean T. Lyford
Cameron & Lorraine Lyon
Mr. & Mrs. David Ma
Mr. & Mrs. John MacDonald
Mr. Bruce Macler
Janet & Bill Maimone
Mr. Arturo Maimoni
Ruth & Ivan Majdrakoff
Diane Oshima & Paul Maltzer
Ms. Suzanne Mangus
Mr. & Mrs. William L. Mann
Ms. Pamela Manning

CHRIS LAVIN
William Penn Mott, Jr. Environmental award winners Kathy and Reg Barrett (L) are introduced by
Terry Slaman at the OA's gala awards dinner this past January at The Orinda House.

Mrs. George Jedenoff
Ann & Dobie Jenkins
Arthur & Gladyne Jensen
Elizabeth Johnson & Philip

Jensen
Irene T. Jewell
Debbie & Glenn Johansen
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. L. Morris Johnson
Capt. Arthur E. Johnson
Linda B. Johnson
Randy Holleschau & Jeff

Johnson
Ms. K.M. Johnston
Mr. William M. Johnston
Rod & Sandy Jones
Christie & Jim Jordan
Frank & Barbara Jordan
Bill & Joey Judge
Dave Anderson & Nancy Kaible
Ms. Patricia Kale
John & Joanne Kaminski
Marjorie & Robert Kaplan
Ara & Ursula Kaprielian
Denis & Evie Karas
Mrs. Robert E. Karplus
James E. Kaune
Dr. & Mrs. Edward L. Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kelley
Dennis & Man-Lin Kelly
James & Rosaleen Kelly
J.K. & Ann Kendrick
Diana  & Don Kennedy
Michael & Elisabeth Kersten

Steven C. & Joanne Kovely Jr.
Belle Krumholz
Jack & Rebecca Kunzman
Laura & Eric Lamison
Mari & Walter Landauer
Mr. Ernest A. Landy
Mrs. Lucille Lang
Mr. & Mrs. S.J. Lapporte
Chris Laszcz-Davis
Bruce & Shirley Lau
Lindsay & Laurie Lautz
Mrs. John Laye
Mr. James Lee
Mr. & Mrs. James Leetham
Jon & Michelle Lehman
Ron & Helen Leiker
Barbara & Phil Leitner
Steven & Mary Beth

MacLennan
Cynthia & Ben Leslie-Bole
Barry Levin & Janice Hale

Levin
Jim & Renee Lewis
Peter Ritter & Colleen Lewis
Rich & Marty Lewis
Lynette & Tom Ley
Bill & Iris Libby
Dr. & Mrs. John Linfoot
Mrs. Lois B. Lippincott
Ms. Sue Littlehale
Mr. Neville S. Long
Rolland & Kathryn Lowe
Ms. Mildred Lowther
Robin & Paul Ludmer

Jim & Lacey Marchetti
Richard & Gloria Marchick
Bill & Dorothy Maron
Pat & Gayle Maroney
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Marr
Bob & Mary Marshall
Mr. David J. Martin
Katre-Ann Masak
David & Elizabeth Masri
Fritz & Alma Mast
Winton Mather
Willy & Susan Mautner
Frank & Joan Maxwell
Arthur W. Mayo
Cathy McAuliffe
Eugene & Deborah McCabe
Ms. Augusta McClure
Chuck & Joye McCoy
Karen & Rick McGeer
Bruce J. McGurk
Gregory & Charlene McHugh
Peirce & Jo Ann McKee
Barbara & Chris McLain
Mont & Cynthia McMillen, Jr.
Steve & April Meagher
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Meblin
Carl & Jacqueline Mehlhop
Richard & Mary Meier
Eric & Kerry Mein
Ms. Adele Mendelsohn
Pat & Jay Meyer
Sidney & Barbara Meyers
Ms. Petra Michel

OA MEMBERSHIP

[SEE MEMBERS 2 page 9]
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925 254-8585

www.clarkthompson.com
C L A R K  T H O M P S O N

R    E    A    L     E    S    T    A    T    E     B    R    O    K    E    R

View All Area Listings Online...

Yoga with Manuela in Lamorinda

• Special workshops for women

• Workshops for all levels in
Lamorinda

• NEW WORKSHOP: Change
your relationship to life
stress

• Private and small group
lessons at my home studio.

Manuela Rohr
Certified Yoga Instructor &

Yoga Therapist
925-253-9373

manuelarohr@comcast.net
got muscle?
Maybe it’s time to treat your

body to some special attention.

Call Carol at

Full Life Fitness
to discuss your fitness goals.

Private studio

253-7753

Personal Fitness Trainer

Certified by the
American Council on Exercise and the
National Academy of Sports Medicine

Linda Michels
Bruce & Liv Milan
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Miller
Bob & Gretchen Miller
Mrs. G. W. Miller
Wayne & Joan Miller
Tim & Diane Millette
Robert & Jeanne Milligan
Neva & John Mills
Ms. Patricia Mills
Ed & Marjorie Moffatt
James B.Moffatt
Donald R. Monaco
Bob & Joan Montgomery
Ann & Bill Moon
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Moore, Jr.
Gary & Trudy Moore
Paulette & Robert Moore
Ms. Vivian E. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Moran
Neil & Frederica Moran
Mr. & Mrs. Merle E. Morris
Dr. & Mrs. John C. Morris
Tom & Georgia Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Philip M. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Morrison
Mrs. A. P. Morse
Peggy & Kirby Moulton
Ms. Mary Mullin
Virginia & Joe Munroe
Robert & Suzanne Murillo
Jim & Patricia Murray
Noboru & Masaye Nakamura
Sheldon & Nancy Nankin
Jeff & Anne Nash
Mr. & Mrs. Conrado Nathan
Sari-Lois Mattal & Sam Neft
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Nemon
Frances B. Newman
Mr. & Mrs. William Nichols
Mr. Niels B. Nielsen
Robert & Marian Nielsen
Barbara & R.D. Noble
Mr. Paul Nordine
Kay & Bill Norman
Fire Chief Pete Nowicki
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nykodym
Gary Nye & Ann O’Connell-

Nye
Annette M. O’Connor
Ann Niland & Mark O’Neill
Jim & Mary O’Shea
Kathryn & Terry O’Toole
Ms. Ann Oakes
Gene & Helen Oliver
Orinda Woman’s Club
Mr. W. E. Orrego
Mati & Silvi Otsmaa
Lois Owens
Lester & Ann Packer
Steve & Pat Paddock
Susan & James Palm
Paul & Sheri Palubicki
Victor & Anne Parachini
Mr. & Mrs. Sidney Parent
Yachien & Robert Parker
Carol Larsen & Steven Parnes
Ronald & Martha Parriott
Pat & Berniece Patterson
Davidson & Debby Pattiz
Meg & Dick Pauletich
Thomas G. Paulson, II
Ina & Kent Pavey
Russell H. Pearce
Mr. & Mrs. O.P. Pearson
Jim & Sherry Pedder
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Pedersen
Mr. Robert J. Peeke
Michael & Virginia Peiser

◆ MEMBERS 2 from page 7 Sherrie & William Perlstein
Cyrle H. Perry
Ronald W. Phelon
Katalin Voros & Wayne Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Pines
Philip & Nancy Placier
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Plomgren
Mrs. Paul L. Pollaczek
Ted & Whitney Pope
Jon & Cindy Powell
Ms. Corinne Pratt
Laurence & Bev Pratt
Janet Pressler
Lloyd & Vina Pringle
Genevieve Prlain
Donald & Alexandra Putnam
Jim & Peggy Quirk
Fred Berkowitz & Sasha Rabsey
Jon Bacon & Anne Randolph
Bernard & Maya Rappaport
Josh & Dena Rasmussen
Marvin & Marilyn Rasmussen
Vivien Hart & Tony Ratner
Bob Ray
Douglas & Alma Raymond
Mrs. James Read, Sr.
Steven & Mary Ann Read
Cathy and Mike Reaves
Mr. David Reed
Rudolph & Laurie Reich
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Reidy
Kenneth Renwick
Barbara & Al Resnick
Allen & Nancy Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon V. Richards
Ed & Betsy Richardson
Ms. Ruth Riddell
Mr. Victor B. Rigolfi & Ms.

Linda Rigolfi
Ben & Janet Riley
Ed & Teresa Ritelli, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald D. Roberts
Mark & Claire Roberts
Reginald & Christine Robinson
William G. Robinson
Jim & Nita Roethe
Barbara & Richard Rogan
Leo & Patricia Rolandelli
Barr & June Rosenberg
Joan Kiekhaefer & Steven

Rosenzweig
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Ross
Richard A. Rosso
Marjorie Roth
Mr. L. J. Rothfeld
Anne Rothwell
Charles & Jane Rubey
Glenn & Pat Rudebusch
Sonya Ruehl
Algird & Aldona Rulis
Ms. Marilyn Runo
Hubert & Ruth Russell
Elva Rust
Robert & Ursina Rutz
Jane & Jim Ryan
Ms. Barbara Sagara
Lynne Royer & Bruce Saldinger
Ms. Katherine Sanders
Lawrence & Mary Del Santo
John & Mary Schelling
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Schieble
Mr. Paul E. Schindler, Jr.
Bill & Nath Schmicker
Ms. Wendy Waggener &

Greg Schmidt
Dr. & Mrs. F. J. Schnugg
Gwei-Syun Chen &

Roger Schroff, PhD
Milton & Nancy Schroth
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Schulte
Mr. & Mrs. Richard M. Schultz

Fimi & Russell Schulze
Ms. Joan Schwalbe
Mr. & Mrs. R.H. Schwarz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert  Schwiers
Mr. & Mrs. David Seabury
Ann Argabright & Thomas A.

Seclow
Deborah Sedberry
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph See
W. C. Seifert
Dave & Joan Seldon
Lisa & Steven Sernett
Ralph & Sue Severson
Randall & Lisa Shaffer
Stu & Ann Sharf
Don & Lorraine Sharman
Ms. Carolyn Sheaff
Ms. Elisabeth Sherratt
Ms. Hsing Hui Shih
Richard & Barbara Shoop
Dennis & Nicole Sidlauskas
Ms. Gladys E. Siefert
Ms. Sarah Siegel
Michael & Eleanor Silbergh
Albert P. Simaz
Barclay & Sharon Simpson
Mr. Albert Sisto
Ms. Nancy Siu
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Skitarelic
Ted & Terry Slaman
Mrs. Helen P.  Slattery
Mrs. Joan Smith
Victoria & Wick Smith
Ms. Winnie Smith
Pat & Sayer Snook
Steve & Dona Snow
Warren & Gail Solt
Harold & Jean Somerset
Ann Sorenson
Bob & Stephanie Sorenson
Catherine & Randy Soso
Tim & Susan Southwick
Michele & Jeffrey Spitulnik
Steve & Margene Stahle
Dr. Steven & Sally Stanten
Timothy & Kathryn Statton
Mr. Andy Krakoff &

Ms. Jeannie Sternberg
Mr. & Mrs. William B.

Stevenson
Mr. Bill Stevenson, Jr.
James Stockholm
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Stokes
Arthur & Carole Strand
Roger & Suzanne Stuart
Dave & Jean Sullivan
Sandy Sussman
Elsa & George Sutherland
Dan Sinnreich & Michelle

Swager
Oliver & Ann Sweningsen
Dr. & Mrs. Mitchell P. Tarkoff
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Tasker
Ms. Christine Temple-Wolfe
Frank & Linda Thaxter
Janet & Tom Thibault
Page & Virginia Thibodeaux
Mr. T.B. Thomas
Bob & Maryett Thompson
Richard & Casey Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thorpe
Ms. Karen L. Tipton
C.E. Toland
Cay & Steve Tool
Louella L. Touriel
W.M. & Dorothy Towers
Charles & Mary Alice Townsend
Lynn & Tom Trowbridge
Thomas K. Trutner
Dr. & Mrs. Gaylene Tu
Donald & Nancy Turtle

SALLY HOGARTY
Driver Dick Burkhalter studies his route before picking up an Orinda resident as part of the OA's Seniors
Around Town, a volunteer program that provides rides to local seniors for shopping, medical appointments,
and more.

Marcie Stewart & Mark Tuttle
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Uhrich
Ted & Lida Urban
Ms. Clare Venturini
Mr. James Vincek
Mr. Ronald J. Vincent
L.J. & Martha Vines
Tom & SuzanneVinzent
Ernie  Voight
Daniel & Jane Voll
Helen G. Vurek
Don W. Wade
George Wahbeh
Joyanne Elkinton-Walker & Carl

Walker
Robert & Gerrie Walker
Michael & Marcia Walsh
Mr. David Warren
William & Marie Waterman
Franklin & Marilyn Watson
Mrs. Robert S. Watson
Mr. & Mrs. George Webb, Jr.
Carl & Flo Weber
Mrs. Paul M. Weber
Mr. & Mrs. John P.  Weil
Leslie Bates & Walter Wellsfry

Ms. Sheila Wendt
Aletha & Jim Werson
Axel & Greta Westeson
Mr. & Mrs. S.L. Westfall
Richard & Pamela Westin
Gloria Weston
Dr. &  Mrs. Robert Weyand
Gregg & Shirley Wheatland
Arlene & Jeff White
Donna White
Shirley M. White
Ms. Pam Whitman
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Widroe
Dr. & Mrs. William E. Wilbur
Kate Wiley
Frank & Betty Williams
Mr. H. D. Williams
Howard & Sondra Williams
John & Joan Williams
Howard & Virginia Williamson
Merlon & Tom Williamson
Ms. Margarita Wilmot
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Wilson
Pete & Amelia Wilson
William H. Wilson
Marvin & Maxine Winer

John & Patricia Winther
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Wirtz
Robert S. Wise
Myrna & Bob Witt
Ms.Diane Wolfe
Ron & Katie Wolfman
Tom & Carole Wolfman
Jeff Wolk
Tom & Amy Worth
Ms. Georgia Worthington
Bob & Mary Jane Wright-

Duthie
Gail Roche van Wye
Gary & Vicky Yancey
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Yanev
June & Steven Yee
Mr. Joseph Zablocki
Charlie & Rhonda Zakskorn
Don & Joan Zappettini
Mark Whatley & Danusia

Zaroda
Sam & Caroline Zorich
Peter & Midge Zischke
Mark & Jane Zuercher
Michael & Maureen Zukernick
Richard & Zanna  Zulch

OA MEMBERSHIP
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WILLIAM PENN MOTT, JR. / HEALTH AND FITNESS

64 Moraga Way • Orinda (Close to Orinda Theatre) • 254-7202

BROILER • HOF BRAU • DELI

St. Patrick’s Day Spectacular
1000 Pounds of Corned Beef in Orinda!!!

Civil & Structural Engineering
Earthquake Strengthening

Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls

Drainage
Remodels
Additions

New Construction
Licensed Engineers
Leak Investigations

Expert Witness
Property Purchase Inspections

510 / 524-8058

ENGINEERING COMPANY

Knowledgeable,
honest and

professional with
22 years of

experience in the
Lamorinda area.
Your Real Estate

Home Team!

New and Expanded Facility

Now Offering
YOGA • Mat Pilates and Equipment Pilates

Step • Low Impact • Circuit training • Sculpting

Personal Training
Weight Training and Cardio Equipment

Workshops • Fitness and Yoga Apparel and Gear

Celebrating 13 Years of Health and Fitness in Orinda

23a/b Orinda Way (across from the Orinda Library)

www.informaorinda.com • 254-6877

Fitness Special
Individual Adult: Three Months $180

Couples: Three Months $280
Includes all fitness classes and full facility use No Enrollment Fee

YOGA Special
Try Three Classes for $30

Orinda Resident, William Penn Mott, Jr., Was The Prophet of the Parks
By CINDA MacKINNON

Contributing Writer

Many Orindans are familiar with the
William Penn Mott, Jr. Award, an

superintendent of parks for the City of
Oakland. Oakland blossomed, and in the
1950s, he created Children’s Fairyland –
perhaps the first original theme park.  He
also became the first to hire nature
interpreters for educational purposes. In
1962, a small regional park district hired
him for his creative ideas. This district grew
from 10,500 acres to 22,000 acres during
his five-year stint as general manager. We
know it today as the East Bay Regional Park
District.

Gov. Ronald Reagan invited him to be
state parks director of California in 1967.
Mott tackled the job with enthusiasm and
earnestness, expanding interpretative
programs and giving people “a greater
awareness …of their responsibility to
maintain the quality of the environment.”
Two dozen new parks were opened under
Mott’s seven-year tenure and 154,000 acres
were added.  He founded the nonprofit
California State Parks Foundation in 1969
and continued as its chief executive officer
for 16 years.

Mott initially turned down the position
of director of the National Park Service,
offered to him by President Richard Nixon.
However, Reagan persuaded him to accept
the job in 1985 - despite the poor
environmental record of that administration
and a demoralized NPS. Even with a budget
cut and hiring freezes, Mott added 15
national parks and revitalized the NPS. He
was a leader in transforming the historic
San Francisco Presidio into a national park.
When Mott died in 1992, he was still

working on that project. He was 82.
William Penn Mott, Jr. received many

state and national honors for his countless
innovative contributions.  But long before
he became a national figure, he was famous
in Orinda as a driving force for many
volunteer projects.  He founded the Orinda
Association back in 1946.  It is a fitting
tribute that the Orinda Association created
the William Penn Mott, Jr. Environmental
Award in 1993 to honor fellow Orindan
volunteers who make a difference to the
environment surrounding our community.

A biography of his life is available under
the title Prophet of the Parks: The Story of
William Penn Mott, Jr., by Mary Ellen
Butler.

Past Recipients of the William Penn
Mott, Jr.  Award are:
Toris Jaeger – 1993
Sue Graf – 1994
$500 to Orinda Oaks Park in lieu of the

award – 1995
Orinda Trails Council – 1996
Dan McDonnell and Bill Eddy – 1997
Cinda MacKinnon (Friends of Orinda

Creeks) – 1998
Susan DiStefano – 1999
OA Trees Committee (Carl Weber, Joyce

Helsel, and JoAnne Frudden) – 2000
Ron and Rosemary Clendenen – 2001
Toni Fauver – 2002
Linda Mizes – 2003
Norah Bains - 2004
Susan Watson – 2005
Maya Rappaport – 2006
Reg and Kathy Barrett – 2007.

Move of the Month
Push-Up and Punch works chest, arms and core.

Press up and punch right, hand under torso to left. Rotate your torso to fully extend arm as you
punch. Place hand on ground, do another push-up and punch to right with left hand. Do 5 or 6 reps
each side.

CHRIS LAVIN

Get in push-up position or modified push-up position (on knees and hands), wrists aligned with
shoulders. Lower chest toward the ground until elbows are bent 90 degrees.

annual environmental award presented by
The Orinda Association. But few know that
Mott was himself an Orindan, and a
visionary who rose to national prominence
through his work as a dynamic landscape
architect and parks manager. He was a
dominant influence in the bold creation and
development of parks in California –
including the open space surrounding
Orinda, and even open spaces across the
nation.

The Mott family moved to Orinda in
1934 and, in spite of positions in
Sacramento and Washington, D.C., retained
their home. Bill Mott’s first job was with
the National Park Service (NPS) in San
Francisco in 1933 and later he became
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BACKYARD GETAWAYS

Coldwell Banker
Orinda, CA 94563

925-253-6311 VM
www.MaureenWilbur.com

For the 3R's of

Real Estate

• Relationships
• Resources, and
• Research

An Upbeat and Rewarding Experience
for Buyers and Sellers...
...Maureen was able to represent both
buyers and sellers without compromis-
ing either side. She showed us that the
many ways of advertising could make
a big difference. The size and market
penetration of Coldwell Banker was
also a significant factor. Maureen served
our needs admirably.

– Fred and Judy Beernick, Sellers

ORINDA
RESIDENT 925-258-9233

LANDSCAPE CO.
LIC# 818633

Blue Jay Feldman
OWNER/OPERATOR

WWW.BLUERIDGELC.COM

DESIGN
INSTALLATION
IRRIGATION
DRAINAGE
STONEWORK
CONCRETE WORK
DECKS
FENCES
PATIOS
LAWNS
PONDS
CLEANUP &
HAULING
COMMERCIAL
MAINTENANCE

LICENSED
INSURED

BLUE RIDGE

et’s get together this year.” Perhaps
this was a message on some of your

holiday cards. You mean to, but keep
putting it off. Don’t! Here is an idea that
worked for me and could be just right for
you.

Two women friends from Idaho Falls,
Idaho and I met in Las Vegas for five days
last year and had a grand time. There’s non-
stop entertainment in this glitzy city.
Restaurants of every sort abound, and you
can go to the hotel swimming pool to relax
and talk when you need a rest from all the
activity. Often, there are specials for air
fares and hotels.

Las Vegas’ image has changed to family
friendly. Certainly, it’s a place where, as a
single woman, I felt safe walking alone at
midnight when I wanted to go out to take
pictures of the dancing waters at the
Bellagio.

The Bellagio is my favorite hotel on the
strip. Where else could one watch
choreographed fountains dance accom-
panied by such artists as Luciano Pavarotti
or Frank Sinatra, for free, while gazing at
the Paris Hotel’s Eiffel Tower in the

Backyard Getaways and Beyond

Viva Las Vegas
        Bobbie Dodson

Bellagio fountains were ninth.
Cirque’s newest show, “Love,” at the

Mirage Hotel celebrates the music of the
Beatles. Sitting next to me was a man who
dealt 21 at the Bellagio. He thought the
Cirque du Soleil’s revamped “Mystere” at
Treasure Island was the best show on the
strip. With their amazing acrobatic skills
combined with clowns, any of their
productions can be enjoyed by young and
old alike.

Check the Internet for headliners who
appear in the various venues for short stints.
Such stars as Jay Leno, Rich Little, and
Barry Manilow will be coming, as well as
the Moscow Circus. I highly recommend
the Backstage Walking Tour which takes
you behind the scenes at the Bally. One of
the beautiful show girls (ours was a college
graduate) of their long running “Jubilee”
presentation talks about running up and
down stairs with heavy headdresses, quick
costume changes, and how the performers
are chosen, plus a myriad of other topics
as you walk through the costume rooms and
visit the theater. The “Blue Man” show
continues to be very popular.

[SEE BACKYARD page 22]

background? Just as intriguing is the lobby
with the marvelous glass sculptures of Dale
Chihuly. His work is seen in several places
in the hotel including the conservatory and
botanical gardens, which feature more than
10,000 blooming flowers, a diverse array
of plant life, and water shows that change
with the season. If you’d like to purchase a
replica, there’s a Chihuly shop at the
Bellagio.

My favorite show, “O,” one of the Cirque
du Soleil productions, plays at the Bellagio,
as well. The Cirque du Soleil in Las Vegas
placed second in a recent listing of top 10
attractions in the United States, while the

One of the best free events is the nightly
show on Fremont Street which sports a
canopy of more than 2 million lights
synchronized to make pictures flow along
a four-block area, accompanied by music.

Public transportation runs up and down
the strip and a monorail serves part of the
strip. However, it’s a great walking town
with numerous attractions along the route.
You might be going by the Treasure Island
Hotel when their free pirate battle takes
place out front; or in the Forum at Caesar’s
Palace where the statues of Greek gods
seem to come to life every hour; or you may

BOBBIE DODSON
Bellagio’s dancing water fountian.
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MARY H. SMITH, D.D.S., CECELIA THOMAS, D.D.S.

General dentistry done with a cosmetic emphasis to improve and
enhance natural looking smiles.  Our  staff has many years of experience and training to
take care of all of your dental needs.

925.254.0824
Adults, Children, Nitrous Oxide, Implant Dentistry, Cosmetic Dentistry, Invisalign Certified

Complimentary Consultations

Dentistry with a woman’s touch.

Retire Happily Ever After.
• Providing over 26 years of sound,

trustworthy financial advice to over
300 happy clients.

• A 100% Fee Only, Independent
Advisory Firm with over $250 mil-
lion under management.

• Experienced, dedicated,
caring professionals - CFP, MBA,
CMFC on staff.

Call now to schedule your Free Initial Meeting!
Phone: 925 - 299 - 1500        $500,000 Portfolio Minimum

3708 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Suite 200 • Lafayette, California 94549 • www.CapitalAdvantage.com

Retirement Planning & Investment Management Specialists

Hey, This is prv8. So Don’t Read On
By KATHRYN McCARTY

Contributing Writer

a day. The girl’s constant abbreviations
made it difficult to understand and, “As a
parent, it is important for me to know what
they are discussing,” she said.

According to Temple-Wolfe, there is
usually a correlation in the timing of when
children start using cell phones and start
learning about the opposite sex.  Because
of that, the site includes  “age-appropriate
information about each gender,” said
Temple-Wolfe, who adds that focus groups
and online discussion groups are leveraged
to gain insight into each child’s perspective.
Temple-Wolfe explains her product is

“about helping the generations stay
connected.”

Communication is difficult enough for
people with great command of the English
language.  But as texting and online
messaging grows in popularity, an entire
new “language” is developing.  Phrases like
“LOL,” which stands for “laugh out loud,”
have entered our common speech.  As
texting language develops, Temple-Wolfe
says, “each iteration comes through and the
kids share more online.”

Being able to connect with her son and
his friends means speaking the same
language. “If they speak a different
language, and we can’t relate, that causes
greater distance.”  As a parent, she is
responsible for ensuring that her son learns
to connect with the opposite sex in a way
that enables him to establish valuable
friendships before entering into dating. “I
really want my son to understand women,”
she said.

Temple-Wolfe’s hope is that Textalk
becomes “a positive communication tool
created by kids, for kids,” and that it helps
“parents stay in touch and share something
with their children so the love and trust
continues beyond puberty.”

Launched in December 2007, the pocket
glossaries are available in independent

rb@u! a3.  prv8. 9. LOL.
Did you read that correctly?  A bit

perplexed?
Texting and instant messaging are

quickly revolutionizing our language, and
Orinda mom Christina Temple-Wolfe has
come up with a product that helps parents
and their children communicate a little
better by understanding text jargon with a
product called My Textalk™.  According
to Temple-Wolfe, My Textalk is an online
destination for children to share texting
terms and learn more about each other at
the same time.

“My Textalk provides pocket glossaries
for boys, girls, and parents to learn the
language of texting,” said Temple-Wolfe.
“Each pocket glossary contains more than
1,000 texting terms.”

On the My Textalk website young people,
typically 10  to 16-year-olds, submit texting
terms selected for the company’s printed
pocket glossary.  The glossary, which
includes new entertainment content such as
trivia and factoids, is updated quarterly and
customized for each gender.

Temple-Wolfe hopes it will help both
kids and parents bridge the communication
gap.  She found impetus to invent My
Textalk when a young girl began texting
Temple-Wolfe’s young son dozens of times

[SEE TEXT TALK page 22]

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Michael Wolfe and Micah Spalding, both
seventh graders at Orinda Intermediate School,
text each other.
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SISTER-TO-SISTER

5 Moraga Way, Orinda

Loretta Barra
Previews Property Specialist/Realtor

Experience
You Can Trust!
(925) 253-4642

www.LorettaBarra.com
Selling Homes and Building Relationships!

Call me for a free
market analysis!

CoreKinetics

PILATES
EXERCISE AND REHAB WITH

COREKINETICS
IN ORINDA

• PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE SESSIONS
• EQUIPMENT AND MAT WORK
• RESISTANCE, NON-WEIGHT BEARING
• PROMOTES WELL BALANCED,

EFFICIENT MOVEMENT IN YOUR DAILY
LIFE!

925-708-3279
50 Vashell Way #120

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

AAUW Helps Celebrate Girlhood

SALLY HOGARTY
National Women's Dirtbike Champion Heather Wilson, who was the featured speaker at the 2005
Sister-to-Sister Summit, returns for the 2008 event.

By KSENIJA SOSTER OLMER
Staff Writer

■  Ninth Annual Sister-to-
Sister Summit Offers New
Perspectives for Middle
School Girls

wish I was skinny like her.” “Why
are those girls so mean to me?” “It’s

so unfair that my parents won’t let me watch
MTV.”

These are only a few of the comments
overheard in the hallways and on the
grounds of Orinda Intermediate School
during a typical day. These concerns and
other girl issues are usually not covered in
the normal school curriculum. But there is
a place to discuss them in a safe and
supportive environment — the ninth annual
Sister-to-Sister Summit, under the
sponsorship of the Orinda-Moraga-
Lafayette branch of American Association
of University Women (AAUW). This
highly successful summit, held specifically
for middle school girls, offers a forum for
the girls to support each other as they cope
with the challenges of navigating the
middle school years and preparing for the
transition to high school.

A unique component of the summit is the
small discussion groups led by highly
trained high school facilitators. Forty-seven
selected girls from the four high schools in
the Acalanes High School District have
been learning listening, facilitating, and
leadership skills while training with
volunteer professional counselors and will
become a formidable team working
together in different roles on the day of the
summit. They also remember how it feels
to be a girl in middle school. They
themselves have probably grappled with
(and hopefully resolved) issues such as:
Can one be smart and cool at the same time?
What makes other girls more popular and

is it worth it? How does one develop enough
self-confidence to withstand peer pressure?
Where do boyfriends figure in all this?

They will be well prepared to address the
challenges that the middle school girls may
present on issues, as well as behaviorally,
because through the fall and winter they
have listened to presentations from experts
in the field of adolescence and participated
in custom exercises and role playing.
Trainers Valarie Burgess, Mary
Holzheimer, and Gail Tsuboi have been
working with facilitators for many years so
they can take into account the needs in
specific areas that come to their attention
after each summit, when the current crop
of facilitators reports on their successes and
challenges.

The number of former middle school
graduates of the program who return to
become facilitators is a tribute to the
effectiveness and positive influence on our
girls at these summits. They bring fresh new
ideas, new components, and improvements
that make this day productive, but also
exciting and fun.

The high school facilitator team under
the guidance of AAUW volunteers also
plans many organizational details of the
summit. They work in committees that
search for interesting and inspiring
presenters (this year motorcycle racing
champion, Heather Wilson), lively music,
fun games and activities, meaningful
information and gifts, colorful decorations,
and an assortment of food that will satisfy
young girls’ palates.

This year’s summit, with the theme of
Nautical Adventure, will be held on
Saturday, March 15, 2008, at Acalanes High
School in Lafayette.  “This represents a
huge expansion of our program. We will
no longer need to limit attendance to 100
middle school girls, as in the years before,”
says Eddy Schwartz, the co-chair of the
summit.

[SEE SISTERS page 18]
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Body Makeovers  By Living Lean
Jeffrey Adam Lewis:
I’m a busy health professional and an avid (ob-
sessed) surfer. The faster life moves for me, the
more difficult it is to find the  balance between
eating, resting, and working out. I decided to try
the Living Lean Program to re-discover healthy
eating habits and to prepare for the
upcoming winter surf season. Stated simply, the
program changed my life. I lost 20 pounds in
three weeks and  continued to lose another 10
over the next 2 months. My clothes fit better, but
most  importantly for me, I feel healthy, light, and
young. I’m surfing better and more confidently
and my new eating  habits have been easy to main-
tain. The program was easy to implement;  in fact,
the eating and exercise regimen simplified my
schedule (and my life) by  reducing the amount of
food (and in some cases, time) choices. I’d recom-
mend this program to friends, family,  patients,
and colleagues.

 For More Information Call Sheena
at

(925) 360-7051
Space is limited so call today!

Living Lean Team

“I lost 20 pounds in three
weeks and continued to
lose another 10 over the
next 2 months.”

Orinda Shell Auto Care

- Complete Auto Care -
Scheduled Maintenance - Air

Conditioning - Brakes and Suspension -
Electrical Repairs - Warranty Repair -
Smog Inspection - Wheel Alignments -
Senior Discount - Free shuttle service -

Walking distance from BART

Kathy Mitchell Owners Joey O’Brien

925 254-1486 • fax 925 254-8375
9 Orinda Way

e-mail orindashell@aol.com
CERTIFIED ��

Celebrating Over 7 Years in Business
Thank You Orinda!

(925) 376-8000

Independence. Dignity. Affordability.
We can ensure that you or your loved ones are able to enjoy
the comforts of home for years to come!
Services tailored to your needs:
• Companionship • Bathing & Grooming Assistance • Light Housekeeping
• Meal Prep & Clean Up  • Medication Reminders • Walking Assistance
• Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care • Laundry & Linen Changing
• Errands & Transportation  • Up to 24-hour Care
• Licensed, Insured & Bonded, RN Supervised

www.seniorhelpers.com

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ASSESSMENT
Serving the Lamorinda Community

1100 Moraga Way

Miramonte Students Present Les Miserables

By VALERIE HOTZ
Staff Writer

to every student prior to beginning
rehearsals, so everyone was able to learn
the lines very quickly. The students are
really excited, and there is a lot of
enthusiasm,” says Sarah Downs, choral
instructor and musical director of the
production. Drama instructor Heather
Cousins directs the show, which will be
accompanied by Miramonte orchestra
students under the direction of music
instructor John Schroder.

Sophomore Max Coleman portrays the
lead character, Jean Valjean. “What makes
this musical different is that it is entirely
sung. There is no dialogue whatsoever,
which is great for me because singing is
my passion,” says Coleman. The female
lead characters of Cossette, Eponine, and
Fantine are double-cast, with Suvi Gluskin
and Kelsy Bergman portraying Cossette,
Sarah Ames and Katie Behnke appearing
as Eponine, and Emilyn Kowaleski and
Caitlin Goustad appearing as Fantine.

“Double-casting our female leads really
gives our production of Les Miserables
some diversity. I am excited about the fact
that the entire show is sung, from beginning
to end,” says junior Suvi Gluskin.

On any given winter’s weeknight
Miramonte High School is humming

with activity. The soccer team practices on
the field, basketball players convene in the
gym, a parent meeting is taking place in
the cafeteria, and a host of thespians are
rehearsing this year’s musical production
based on Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables.

Choreography is under the direction of
Cassandra Montgomery, who, with one leg
in a cast, is incredibly nimble and
demonstratively expressive as she leads the
students through a rehearsal of the bar scene
and “Master of the House.” Les Miz marks
Montgomery’s fourth Miramonte
production, “This is a fun musical that
teaches the history of France in the early
19th century. There are so many different
levels to it. The fact that it is opera-based,
and our choral director, Sarah Downs, has
an opera background, combine to make it
a great experience for everyone,” says
Montgomery.

Over 40 students have been rehearsing
15 hours a week over the past two-and-a-
half months. “Recordings have been given [SEE MUSICAL page 16]

SALLY HOGARTY
Miramonte students rehearse the blockbuster musical Les Miserables, which performs March 13 -
22.
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Stop Me If You Think You’ve
Heard This One Before
Q&A With Mr. Davis

Andra Lim

This article serves as a follow-up to last
month’s column, which was about the

benefits of taking Latin at Miramonte High
School.

Matt Davis, known to his students as
“MD,” “Magister,” and, of course, “Mr.
Davis,” has been teaching Latin at
Miramonte for seven years.

Why take Latin?
Lingua Latina est vita! (Latin is life!) It

gives you a great understanding of
language, grammar, history, and life. Sixty
percent of English vocabulary comes from
Latin and it is the foundation of the
humanities, science, and our government.
By knowing Latin, you gain a deeper
understanding of the world while also being
exposed to great literature and excellent
stories and myths. Besides, it is fun!

Many people say that Latin is a dead
language. What is your response to this
common belief?

Latin is the most successful language. It’s
in the way we think, the way we approach
the world. Some of the most common
languages in the world are based on Latin.
Few people speak Latin, but it influences
everything that we do every day.

When did you first start taking Latin?
In college. At 8 o’clock in the morning.

What made you become so passionate
about the Latin language that you
decided to teach it?

I loved it from day one. It sounds really

dorky, but it’s true. I love the insights and
wisdom in the literature of the ancients, and
the power of understanding that Latin gives
me in language, grammar, and life.

How do you make Latin an interesting
and fun class?

When you teach Latin, you have to make
it relevant and useful for the students by
making connections between modern and
ancient times and by helping students see
how Latin has influenced their lives.

What type of activities do Latin students
participate in on Divus Augustus’
birthday?

To celebrate the first Roman emperor, we
do some bird watching, and then we do a
play about Augustus’ life and sing Latin
songs.

Bird watching?
Before any festivals, the Romans had to

ask the will of the gods by seeing birds fly
across the sky. We throw a stuffed animal
bird – not an actual bird – across the
classroom before beginning the festivities.

What is the Magis Project?
Each semester, students take Latin and

study the ancients and they bring their
knowledge to the community or express
their appreciation of it in their own ways.
They can create art inspired by ancients,
do service projects that promote Roman
values, or further their own academic
knowledge of the ancient world.

[SEE DAVIS page 16]

High School Musical and Mary Poppins
at Orinda Library Auditorium

BARBARA BOSTER
Students rehearse for the upcoming production of High School Musical at the Orinda Library Auditorium
in mid-March.

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

Orinda Ovations Musical Theatre
culminates its Community Center

classes with two well-known shows that
highlight the talents of the young thespians.

From fairly humble origins as a Disney
satellite channel TV movie, High School
Musical has grown into a gigantic industry,
which has already spawned a sequel, a best-
selling album, an ice show, and an infinite
variety of stationary products. In this
incredibly popular musical, Troy, the school
jock, and Gabrielle, the science nerd, defy
peer pressure to fulfill their dreams of
starring in their high school musical. The

energetic, heart-warming musical entertains
while sending a message to young people
about acceptance and individuality. The
show performs March 14 at 5:15 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. at the Orinda Library Auditorium.

Next up is everyone's favorite nanny,
Mary Poppins. The popular musical, which
starred Julie Andrews and Dick Van Dyke
in the Disney film, was based on the Mary
Poppins series of children's books written
by P. L. Travers.The story of the nanny, who
utilizes more than a little magic to keep her
rambunctious charges in line, comes to the
Orinda Library Auditorium on March 15
at 11:30 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. Call 510-531-
4400 for more information on the
performances.
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Learn, Grow, Create
HOLDEN HIGH SCHOOL

10 Irwin Way, Orinda (near BART) • 254-0199

• Grades 9-12, tiny classes
• Personal & social growth
• Creative arts
• Sliding scale tuition
• Year ‘round enrollment
• Strong counseling program

Friendraiser

April 25, 7-9 pm,

call for info.

Orinda Family Chiropractic and Massage
Chiropractic - Massage Therapy - Aromathreapy - Custom Molded Foot Orthotics - Nutrition

Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation - Home Exercises - Healing & Relaxation

Jason Wong, D.C.
Haidee Naval-Wong, D.C.

Miramonte Graduate - UC Davis Graduate - UCSF Graduate
Palmer West Graduates - Orinda Chamber Members

We accept most insurance, call for more information
and to find out if your insurance covers massage.

Come and meet our new message therapists,
Nikki Diehm, CMT and Arnie Darwin, CMT.

96 Davis Road, Suite 3, Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 258-0850

www.orindafamilychiropractic.com

What is the one thing you want your
students to learn in Latin class?

To always strive for excellence and never
give up.

Describe the state Latin convention.
The California Junior Classical League

(CJCL) sponsors the convention each year.
About 1,500 Latin students from around the
state come together to compete, celebrate,
and meet other Latin students. There are

◆  DAVIS from page 15

This musical may go down in the history
books for the tremendous outpouring of
generous parental support. Allena Behnke
has devoted countless hours since last
summer creating costumes, as well as
organizing the more than 850 costume
pieces, not counting accessories. “This
show is huge. We have a cast of 41, with
over 300 costume changes. We are grateful
for Allena’s help, as well as all of the parent
volunteers. Local businesses have made
generous donations of goods. All this
support is terrific,” adds Montgomery.

Les Miserables runs March 13 - 22 at
7:30 p.m. with additional matinees
scheduled at noon on March 16 and 22.
Student tickets are $10 and adult tickets are
$15 when purchased in advance through the
Miramonte High School webstore, located
on the website at www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/
miramonte. When purchased at the door
tickets are $15 for students and $20 for
adults.

◆  MUSICAL from page 14

academic classes, a quiz bowl-type
competition, a chariot race, a catapult
contest, oratory contests, a talent
competition, music competitions,
swimming, tennis, soccer, basketball, and
the spirit competition.

The spirit competition?
All the schools come together and

compete by performing cheers and singing
songs to show their spirit.  Miramonte’s
cheers include unda, where you say,
“Unda!” and do the wave. We also sing

“Gaudeamus” while linking arms and
swinging back and forth in unison. Last
year, we won first prize and received a
stuffed giraffe that sings “Your Love Is
Lifting Me Higher” and moves up and
down. My 5-year-old daughter and 2-year-
old son especially love it, and so do all my
Latin students.

Tell me about your visit to Rome.
I went to Rome in the summer of ’94. I

was studying Latin with Reginald Foster,
who works in the Vatican translating
documents into Latin for the Pope. He
opens a classroom each summer for Latin
teachers and students from around the
world. We traveled around Rome and Italy
and saw the places where great Roman
literature was written and the places it
described. So, for example, we visited the
poet Horace’s villa and then read his poems
describing his villa and the surrounding
areas.

What is the one Roman landmark you
think everyone should see during his or
her lifetime?

The Pantheon. It’s absolutely amazing.

If you could witness one event in Roman
history, what would that event be?

Virgil reciting his Aeneid to Augustus and
his family… The Aeneid is just beautiful.
It’s very moving, but it also has much to
say about modern times.

Which Roman do you admire the most?
Cicero. He believed in democracy and

he loved his country. He was a great
statesman, but he was also a man of
literature, a scholar.

Which Latin quotes do you find yourself
using most often?

“Labor omnia vincit” (Work conquers
all) and “Facta non verba” (Deeds, not
words).

If you were Juno and found out that your
husband, Jupiter, was having yet another
affair, what animal/inanimate object
would you turn his lover into?

A mustela (weasel).

If you had to perform one of the 12 labors
of Hercules, which one would you do?

The Nemean Lion. It’s one of my
daughter’s favorite stories. In the actual
story, Hercules kills the lion, but in our
family’s version, the lion can talk and
decides to swear off eating people and
become a vegetarian. I think my daughter
would be excited if I was able to reenact
that story and the lion became a nice lion.

Scipio vs. Napoleon.  Who wins?
Definitely Scipio. Scipio knew Latin.

Y            O            G            A

IYENGAR-ANUSARA
METHOD

• Strength • Stamina • Stress Reduction

JEANNE DOWELL
Former instructor under

U.S. Olympic Committee
Group classes Orinda, Moraga,

and Mills College.
Private instruction available.

925.254.0193
www.yogawithjeanne.com

FIRST CLASS FREE

SALLY HOGARTY
Students rehearse a song from Les Miserables.

Are you considering
buying or selling your
home? Do you want to
know what your home
is worth in the current
market? Are you won-
dering what is happen-
ing to home prices in
the area? Give me
a call about your real
estate needs.

51 Moraga Way, Orinda
Leila.Schlein@PruRealty.com
www.LeilaSchlein.com
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15 Years Experience • Lamorinda Resident 29
Years

With this changing real estate market,
trust the sale of your home to an
experienced Realtor.  Let Patricia’s 19
years of experience go to work for you.

Call (925) 254-7929
Email: pmenasco@pacbell.net

Call (925) 254-7929

Mary Chatton Brown
& Associates

Proven Personal and Professional
Service for All Your Real Estate Investment Decisions

Experienced Local REALTOR

12A Orinda Way, Orinda California 94563

925•254•4994web site: marychattonbrown.com

Authentic Cuisine
of Thailand

• Family Owned
• 3 Generations of Thai

cooking experience
• All sauces made fresh
• Full Bar

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11-2
Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 4:30-9:00

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-1975

SCHOOLS / STUDENTS

Student Perspectives
Damsel in Distress

Grace Ho

It’s been a long time since I last wrote. I
wish I could say that, in this time, I’ve

become the perfect daughter, student, sister,
friend…but no, I am still as flawed as ever,
as my parents kindly remind me.

It’s funny how parents can lecture you
all your life and still find material to rant
about. The most common spiel nowadays
– apart from the given academic concerns
– only arose recently. The subject even used
to be somewhat taboo. Now, suddenly, it is
incessantly brought up. What can this topic
be?

Boys.
It might sound a bit late, considering that

puberty hit about six or seven years ago.
The thing is, all through high school, boys
in any romantic dimension were hardly
discussed as a reality. They were merely
theoretical beings, existing far in the future
e.g., my father’s earnest question of “Would
you want to date someone like me?”

Every boy I mentioned, even in the most
casual of contexts, was regarded with
utmost suspicion. My poor lab partner, who
frequently called to consult me on our
calculations, probably got the worst of it.
When we decided to study for our
chemistry final together, my parents refused
to let him come over, even if my mother
would be at home. We ended up studying
in the art room after school (though how
that is better than being right under my
mother’s nose, I am unsure). My mother
plied me with instructions beforehand: I
must sit in this part of the room, keep a door
open so people outside could rescue me if
he tried anything funny, and be alert at all
times. I rolled my eyes. He was my lab
partner, not a rapist. My mother insisted that
you can never know, but I knew, and that
was enough for me. I did not quite subscribe
to the idea that a boy and girl together in a
room would inevitably draw together like
magnets, especially when neither was
attracted to the other.

Given this atmosphere, it is not surprising
that I felt disinclined to inform my parents
of my two relationships when they came
about. They were eventually discovered
anyway via the infamous but infallible
Parent Radar, but even then, were only
brought up once in a long while when my
father listed all the things he disliked about
the boy. I endured these sessions quietly,
wondering if any boy would ever be good
enough for him and if he might not be
happier if I became a nun.

This year, the situation abruptly flipped.
I am not sure what’s been in my parents’
water, but they are both suddenly eager for
me to find a boyfriend, now that I have been
single for quite some time. This sentiment

has inspired them to buy me a new dress
coat to replace my unflattering, bulky
parka, talk openly enough that I felt
comfortable casually introducing to them
the boy I currently like, and – of course –
lecture me.

As if there wasn’t enough wrong with me
previously, there is now a whole host of new
things to complain about. The latest, my
voice is too loud. I must speak in a softer,
more feminine tone! I pointed out that my
ringing voice can be traced back to my
fourth grade days when my father said that
I spoke too softly and should speak up so
he could hear me better. From then on, I
zealously projected my voice to avoid a
scolding, and now it’s engrained. That little
story was ignored completely as he barreled
on, noting that I speak so loudly I will surely
give my husband headaches, and who needs
headaches? I flippantly declared that I will
marry someone half deaf. Then I left the
room.

This leads to the next point: both parents
insist I am too argumentative. I must be
gentler, more feminine. This is a very clever
statement indeed. To say nothing would
indicate my agreement but, since saying
anything at all would constitute arguing, I
cannot refute them without proving their
point. What a tricky lose-lose situation for
me. It’s hard to defend yourself against a
very smart professor and a lady who’s been
hanging around him for half her life.

My brother doesn’t help matters either.
Once, in the car, I was angrily pointing out
that it is totally unfair how my brother’s
girlfriends get to come over to work on
projects with him while my guy friends are
not allowed to come over to study with me.
What kind of double standard is that? My
mother said that boys and girls are different,
and that she is, of course, protective of me
because I am a girl. I declared that I never
heard of such a silly reason in my life;
wasn’t she afraid of my brother taking
advantage of girls? My mother answered,
“No, of course not, I trust my own son! But
I don’t trust other people’s sons around you.
What if they bully you?” As I sat with my
mouth agape at the injustice of it all, my
brother chirped from the backseat,
“Mommy, I don’t think you need to worry
about boys bullying her. The boys’ parents
should worry about her bullying them.”

If my jaw could have dropped any further,
it did. My mother laughed merrily in
agreement.

It seems that I am a ferocious beast. In
any case, all this talk of being more
feminine reinforces the odd notion I’ve
always held that I should have been born a

[SEE PERSPECTIVES page 20]

Young Poet Gets Published in Highlights Magazine
By MOYA STONE

Staff Writer

A young Orinda resident, 8-year-old
Vivian McGowan, has achieved what

many aspiring writers dream about. She has
published her first poem. A third grader at
Sleepy Hollow Elementary School, Vivian
sent her poem titled, I Can Fly, to
Highlights for Children magazine two years
ago. It’s a long process and a long wait, but
worth it when you consider that Vivian’s
poem was chosen from among 35,000
submissions that Highlights receives from
children all around the world each year.

Highlights for Children was founded in
1946 by the husband and wife team, Garry
Cleveland Myers and Caroline Clark
Myers, both educators and children’s
magazine editors. Today, a fourth
generation of the Myers family continues
to contribute to the success of the monthly
magazine, which has a circulation of about
2 million and is often used by teachers.

Vivian says getting her poem published
has been exciting, but she’s not resting on
her laurels. She continues to write. Recent
work includes a poem about her collie,
Harry, and another poem about a slug.
Vivian often writes about animals, she said,
“because they’re cool to learn about … and
they’re really nice, usually.”

Vivian’s parents, Michael McGowan and
Susan Wheatley, have encouraged their
daughter’s interest in writing. “She’s been
writing since she could hold a pen,” said
Wheatley. Michael McGowan started
reading chapter books to Vivian when she
was a toddler. Wheatley, who has a graduate
degree in English education, thinks reading
advanced books instills in children a sense
of sentence structure and vocabulary. It was
her idea to send Vivian’s poem to
Highlights. “We really loved that poem so
we showed it to other people and they loved
it, too,” she said. Susan sent it in to
Highlights two years ago when Vivian was
in the first grade. “We didn’t hear anything
from them for months, and we thought
maybe they didn’t like it as much as we
did,” she says. Eventually the family did
hear from the editors at Highlights, several
times in fact,  indicating that possibly
Vivian’s poem would run in the January
2008 issue. “But we didn’t know for sure
until we actually received the issue and
opened it up,” Wheatley said.

I Can Fly had started as a writing

assignment for Mrs. Hilty’s first grade class
at Sleepy Hollow Elementary School. “It
was a homework assignment that went
along with our study of transportation,”
Hilty said. “At the time we were also in the
middle of a unit of study on poetry, and
Vivian really just took off with it.” Hilty
says the writing process comes naturally
to Vivian.

[SEE MCGOWAN page 18]

SALLY HOGARTY
Vivian McGowan's poem "I Can Fly" appeared in
Highlights Magazine.
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CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
John Somerville and his family were the winners of the iPod Nano drawing at the Orinda Christmas Tree
Lot. “Thank you to everyone who purchased a tree this year and to all who entered the drawing,” says tree
lot operator Mike Kang. Proceeds from the tree lot went to the Educational Foundation of Orinda. “We
would also like to give a special thank you to the East Bay Tree Service for assisting with the disposal of
the extra trees. They were wonderful,” Kang adds.

Vivian says that what she likes about
writing is that she can express her feelings.
She first writes out her poems and stories

◆  MCGOWAN from page 17 and then types them up herself on a
computer. In addition to writing, Vivian
loves to read. Her two favorite books are
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus and
Harry the Dirty Dog. She also enjoys sports
and she collects rocks, animal bones, and
feathers.  When she grows up, Vivian plans
to become a teacher.

I Can Fly
Swish, flap,
I soar through the sky
like a hawk drifting along.
A soft breeze
goes through the air.
The sun is setting
in a soft pink and orange.
I can see the ocean.
Beyond that I see
a green forest and meadows.
The stars start to shine.
It is night.
The owl begins to hoot.
The bats begin to squeal.
Suddenly I swish around.
I fly home.
It’s been a good flight.

VIVIAN MCGOWAN, AGE 6

2008 Student Visual Arts Competition
By PETRA MICHEL

Staff Writer

If you have an empty wall waiting for the
perfect fit, look no further than the Orinda

Library Gallery.  The Orinda Arts Council’s
2008 Student Visual Arts Competition will
be the featured show in the Orinda Library
Gallery from March 21 through April 18,
and for the first time, the art will be for sale.

The annual exhibit, sponsored by the Arts
Council, recognizes and celebrates the
artistic talents of local high school students
who live or attend school in Lamorinda. It
includes more than 200 multi-dimensional
works. Gwen Burnes, this year’s chair of
the competition, is excited about the

“amazing talent of the exhibiting students
and their dedication to the visual arts.”

The opening reception on March 24 will
be the first chance to see and purchase the
artwork. The Orinda Arts Council will host
an opening reception from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
in the Library Gallery. Children attending
the opening reception with parents may
participate in art activities organized by the
Orinda Arts Council.

The art exhibition will run through April
18, closing with a public awards celebration
recognizing the high school artists. Winners
of the arts competition will be announced
at the awards celebration. Cash prizes of
up to $350 will be awarded for first, second,
and third place finishes in each category.

Orinda Junior Women’s Club Announces
Youth Ink, a Middle School Writing Contest
■  Cash prizes of $250,
$125, and $75 will be
awarded to top three
winners

By LISA RODRIGUEZ
Contributing Writer

The Orinda Junior Women’s Club
(OJWC) is pleased to announce Youth

Ink, an annual creative writing contest open
to all sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-grade
students who live or attend school in
Orinda.

This year’s Youth Ink theme, My Favorite
Place, was chosen based on feedback from
the middle school student community.
Sponsors believe it encourages highly
personal and descriptive writing and lends
itself well to an open style choice. My
Favorite Place could exist for real or
in fantasy; in the present or in the past. It
could be a place within a place – like
a room, or where certain things happen
(such as a sports field) or a place next to a
special person.

“We believe when adolescents have a
healthy outlet, such as the arts, and receive

recognition and validation for their talents,
they are more likely to build positive self
esteem and make healthy and constructive
choices in their lives,” said Maureen Brown,
president of OJWC.

Generous co-sponsors of Youth Ink,
including the City of Orinda and several
local businesses, have made it possible to
provide impressive prizes, including: $250
for 1st place; $125 for 2nd place; $75 for 3rd

place; and10 honorable mention gift
certificates in the amount of $25.

A panel of four local professional writers,
including reporters and best-selling authors,
will evaluate Youth Ink submissions and
choose winners.  The judges’ names will
be shared when the winners are announced
at an awards ceremony at the Orinda Public
Library in April.

Youth Ink submissions will be accepted
on an ongoing basis but must be
postmarked by March 1, 2008 in order to
be considered for an award.  Youth Ink
submission forms are available through the
administrative offices and English
departments at Orinda Intermediate School,
the Orinda Public Library, St. Perpetua
School, Orinda Academy, and Bentley
School.

“This year, we are also lucky to have
substantial financial support from two local
organizations — Orinda Rotary and
Moraga Kiwanis.” Thanks to their support
the summit can keep the girls happily
occupied from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. for only
$30. All the middle school girls in the
district will receive information by mail as
well as at school at mini summits, or ice
cream socials. Interested students must
register by March 7.

Parents of girls are invited to a free
discussion group on the morning of the
summit. Local parenting and counseling
experts will help find answers to such

◆  SISTERS from page 13 perpetual questions as:  How much
influence does the media exert on how
young girls view their body image, and how
can I counter that? What to do about the
breaking up of old friendships between
girls? How to help girls establish
meaningful connections to new friends?
How much academic or sports pressure is
too much? Each year the hour passes too
quickly in a friendly atmosphere of sharing
and humor, the essential ingredient in
parental success and survival.

 Additional brochures can be obtained
from the AAUW website:
www.aauwoml.org. For more information
on the summit, call the co-chairs of the
summit: Valarie Burgess (376-2517) or Edy
Schwartz (376-3779).

EFO –
Educational
Foundation
of Orinda –

wishes to thank its
Business Partner

Kiwanis of Moraga Valley

for generously supporting
the Orinda schools.

Return the favor.
Do business with a partner!

For more information, please visit
www.orindaefo.org/businesspartners/BusinessPartnerList.html

iPOD Nano Winner of Christmas Tree Lot Drawing
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY/ WHITE ELEPHANT

COMMERCIAL

&
RESIDENTIAL

DESIGN

(925) 254-7767
ORINDA, CALIFORNIA 94563

Chinese Fine Dining

and Take Out

voted
Best Chinese Restaurant in

Contra Costa County
 by S.F. Chronicle

1 Orinda Way - 253-9852

M-Th 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Sun. 12 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

Licensed and Insured

An Antiques Road Show Moment at White Elephant Sale
■  Nearly 1,000 volun-
teers, including many
Orindans, prepare for
sale on March 1-2

BY DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

An African sculpture of a hornbill,
seven-feet-tall, is the most spectacular

donation, so far, to the art department of
the White Elephant Sale (WES), according
to Margaret Holland-Luce, Orinda, co-chair
with Maxine Ruby of Berkeley.

The carved wooden statue is stippled in
bright colors. “It would look imposing in
someone’s entryway,” she says. “We think
it is relatively new, from the West Coast of
Africa, but not a piece made for the tourist
trade.  Scott McCue, Orinda photographer
and ethnic art collector, is helping the
volunteers authenticate the ethnic pieces
they receive.  This year, the finds include a
crocodile bench from New Guinea.  It seats

two people and has the jaws at one end and
the tail at the other.

“We all hope for an Antiques Road Show
moment when some anonymous donation
comes across the desk,” says Holland-Luce.

She began volunteering for the Oakland
Museum, first as a docent in the art
department, after retiring from the Cancer
Society in 2000. This is her fourth year with
the White Elephant Sale that benefits the
Oakland Museum. Sponsored by the
Women’s Board of the Oakland Museum,
the sale has netted more than $1 million
annually since 2002.

 “This is the nicest group of people you
could ever hope to work with,” she says.
“Something about volunteering brings out
the best in people.” She has been working
at the WES warehouse, near the Oakland
Estuary every day since the beginning of
the year.

Other standouts in the art department this
year are fine art prints by well-known artists
whose works are in the museum’s
collection, such as Henry Evans’ botanical

prints and Beth Van Hoesen’s adorable
animals.  “Her owls are always popular,”
says Holland-Luce. A shop in Berkeley that
is going out of business donated a large
supply of frames.

Holland-Luce’s husband is artist Stephen
Luce, who donated some of his work to the
sale.

Working in the art department can be
tempting to buy as well as to sell it.  “I’m
always trying to decide what treasure to
bring home, but then I have to bring
something back so I have room for more,”
laughs Holland-Luce.

The art department seems to attract
Orindans.  Former chairman, Marianne
Aude, brought members of the Orinda
Woman’s Club with her.  Others include
Anne Chan, Pam and Alan Hall, Ina Pavey,
Judy Shallat, and Lindy Tipton.

The sale weekend is Saturday, March 1
and Sunday, March 2, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
333 Lancaster St., near the Oakland
Estuary, not far from the Fruitvale BART
station.  For information, call 510-536-
6800.

Serendipity Strikes for Landscape Display at Historical Society Archives
BY DOROTHY BOWEN

Staff Writer

Scenes of old Orinda have long been
displayed at the Bank of America in

Orinda Village.  They were painted by the
late Lonie Bee, the artist who also created
the BART mural. Now, while the bank is
undergoing remodeling, the five watercolor
paintings will be on display in the Historical
Society Archives located on the ground
floor of the Orinda Library.  The same
images have been reproduced on gift cards
for sale at the archives store.

Bee was a nationally renowned
cartoonist, illustrator, and advertising artist.

He left the University of California,
Berkeley, in his sophomore year when he
got a job as a cartoonist for the San
Francisco Daily News.  At Cal, he had been
drawing cartoons for the Daily Cal and the
Pelican, a humor magazine.  He also edited
the Blue and Gold.

One day he saw a notice on the bulletin
board that the Daily News needed a
cartoonist.  He swiped the ad, grabbed his
string book, and landed the job.

At first, Bee attended college classes in
the morning, ate lunch on the Key Route
ferry and worked at the newspaper in the
afternoon.  When his classwork suffered,
he decided to quit school.

“I thought I had the world by the tail,”
Bee recalls.  “Why should I stay in
college?”

After his job as cartoonist, Bee worked
for Foster and Kleiser, the billboard
company, and then in a commercial art
studio. He later turned to freelancing.

High points in his career included many
covers for the Saturday Evening Post and
national accounts for Pacific Intermountain
Express, Chevron, and Lucky Lager Beer.

Bee later  moved to New York to work as
an illustrator for slick magazines until 1948,
when magazine circulation began
declining. He believed that commercial art
and illustration was more in the tradition
of the great masters than the fine artists
painting today. “So much of what I know
as fine art has been lambasted by the critics
because it is commercial.  The old masters
were commercial.  Leonardo da Vinci had
a staff working for him.”

 “So much has been wasted for years in
abstract expressionism. Its nature makes it
impossible for anyone to judge it.”  Bee
quotes a critic who once said, “If you could
understand it, there wouldn’t be anything
to write about.”

“The one sure master painting today is
Salvador Dali,” he said then.  “His
‘Crucifixion’ in the Metropolitan Museum
knocks me out. That painting has Christ
hanging in the air away from the cross.  The
nails are floating too.  Painting Him from
that angle is almost an impossible job.”
He also admired the father and son artists,
N.C. Wyeth and Andrew Wyeth. The

[SEE SERENDIPITY page 22]

DOROTHY BOWEN
Anne Chan, Orinda volunteer at the White
Elephant Sale Preview, made the biggest sale in
the art department during the preview sale in
January.  She sold a small gold nude sculpture to
Brent Perrou of Alameda, who recognized the
artist as T. Curts.  He used the pseudonym Karl
Kauda for his erotic subjects. Perrou paid $1,200
for the piece, which is about one third of its value,
according to the volunteers. Perrou, who grew up
east of the Tunnel, was also taken with a Grant
Wood lithograph with a $4,800 price tag and
returned in the last minutes of the Preview Sale
to buy it. He sealed his credentials as a canny
shopper by snagging an original copy of Peter Pan
with Arthur Rackham illustrations for a mere $400.

DOROTHY BOWEN
One of Lonie Bee's paintings, displayed at the
Bank of America in Orinda Village, can be seen at
the Historical Society while the bank undergoes
remodeling.

White Elephant Sale
March 1 & 2

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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LITERARY / SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

R E A L   E S T A T E

in Orinda

It’s April

In Lafayette and Moraga too!

Homes People   Together

dreamhomelamorinda.com or www.villageassociates.com

April Matthews

925.253.2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

SUSHI
Your best catch is Orinda’s

S.F. Chronicle 1/4/2002

Sushi Bar
Japanese Cuisine

&
Chinese Cuisine

Mon.-Thur.: 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Fri.: 11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. -10:00 p.m.

Sat: 11:45 a.m. -10:00 p.m.
Sun: Closed

(925) 254-1606
1 Camino Sobrante #6
(across from Safeway)

Home office: (925) 254-4080 • Mobile: (925) 286-8685
Email: Lamorinda contractor @ gmail.com

Licence #598907

CONSTRUCTION

LAMORINDA
CONTRACTOR

• Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
• Decks
• Room Additions
• Hardwood Floors
• Door & Window Replacement
• And More

 JAD Construction is a Lamorinda based company.
Family owned & operated with over 20 years experience.

Special Easter Culinary Brunch Buffet
and Omelette Station

from 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

with

 Live Music
performed by

John Seppela on Keyboard
Reservation recommended
Please call 925-254-9687

2 TheatreSquare, Orinda CA 94563

California Shakespeare Literary Society Coming to Orinda in April
By DOROTHY BOWEN

Staff Writer
play in the upcoming Cal Shakes season:
Pericles, The Ideal Husband, Uncle Vanya,
and Twelfth Night. The first two meetings
delve into Pericles, one of Shakespeare’s
later plays.  “It’s not just a class,” says
Joanie O’Brien, Cal Shakes dramaturg,
who often gives the Grove Talks before
performances at Bruns Amphitheater. “It’s
a space to delve into each play from textual
and production perspectives.”

“The Literary Society will consider the
plethora of interpretations that can be
possible,” O’Brien said. “Seeing the

productions will be even more illuminating
when you can tell what’s been cut or added
by each director.”

“What it won’t be is a teacher talking
steadily for two hours,” she says. “It’s going
to be tremendous fun to look at the plays.”

The Literary Society will lend itself to
socializing, as well, with possible potlucks
and discounts for play tickets for
participants.

To register for the Literary Society series,
call Samantha Fryer at 510-548-3422, ext.
105 or click www.calshakes.org/classes.

It’s Not Just a School Auction It’s Much, Much More!

Did Shakespeare really write Pericles?
Why is Oscar Wilde’s Ideal Husband

By BARBARA BOSTER
Staff Writer

auctions a night to remember for parents,
teachers, supporters, and donors.

While the events certainly take a lot of
work and dedication, they also provide an
opportunity to make new friends and
strengthen relationships as volunteers share
ideas and enthusiasm.

Of course, the hard-working parents also
feel passionately about helping the Orinda
Union School District become even better.
Funds raised at the auctions are used to
augment physical education and art
programs as well as school libraries and
computer centers. You don’t have to be
involved with a school to attend the auction,
but reservations are required.  Have fun,
and remember to bid often!

Wagner Ranch
Lights Camera Action
Berkeley Club
March 15 at 6 p.m.
Call 925-253-1097

Glorietta
Go “pher” the Gold
Claremont Hotel
Feb 23 at 5 p.m.
Call 925-386- 0030

Sleepy Hollow Elementary
Three Weddings and an Auction
Claremont Hotel
March 1 at 5:30 p.m.
Call 925-254-5432 or 925-254-7017

Auctions are a force unto themselves.
Elementary schools in Orinda know

that auctions represent the bread and butter
of the schools, adding important extras that
enhance the educational experience.

Parent volunteers spend a tremendous
amount of time and effort to put on these
festive affairs. A myriad of committees and
subcommittees spend a good part of the
academic year planning, encouraging, and
conjuring up every detail to make these

far from perfect? What does the
emancipation of Russian serfs have to do
with Chekov’s Uncle Vanya? Why does the
punishment of Malvolio seem like overkill
in Twelfth Night?

Questions like these will be tossed
around next month at the Orinda
Community Center when Cal Shakes
launches its new Literary Society series.
The Literary Society will meet on Thursday
evenings, from April 3 to May 22, from 7
to 9 p.m. The cost is $225 for eight weeks.

Two evenings will be devoted to each

boy. My personality would be much more
acceptable if I were male. Right now, being
a girl, I’m made out to be some sort of wild
filly that needs to be tamed. I could go on
about this; the fact that I took a class last
year in the gender and women’s studies
department at Berkeley probably does not
help my attitude as far as my parents’
opinions are concerned.

Call me a fool, but I simply am not as
pessimistic as they are. I don’t believe that
“no one will want me” just because I’m not
the shining image of angelic docility. If a
guy didn’t like me just because I have my
own opinions and love voicing them, I

◆  PERSPECTIVES from page 17 probably wouldn’t like him either. What am
I losing by being myself? A lot of extra
options I wouldn’t have chosen anyway. I
just don’t see why every quality I have is
something wrong, something that needs to
be altered drastically for any hope of
romance. I’ll wear the dress coat. I’ll try
not to look grungy or speak in the volume
I’d use to deliver a speech to hundreds. But
no way am I changing my spunky,
outspoken, strong-willed (fine, this can all
be summarized by one word: stubborn) self.
Take it or leave it. I am not desperate. I don’t
need hordes of guys to like me; I only need
one quality guy, and when he comes along,
he will appreciate me for being just that:
me. I can wait.

Join Your Neighbor, Santa Maria Church
for Holy Week & Easter Services:

Thursday, March 20:
The Lord’s Supper - 7:30 PM;

Friday, March 21:
The Passion of Christ - 2 PM;

Saturday, March 22:
Blessing of Easter Foods -  - Noon;

Great Easter Vigil - 8 PM;
Sunday, March 22:

Services 8:00, 9:30,  and 11:15 AM
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GET THE SERVICE YOU DESERVE...

TOTAL CLEAN
HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

Directors Kim Winter and Janet McGill

Our Money Back Guarantee
If for any reason you are not happy with our

work, we will reclean the area for free.
And if you still are not pleased,

you pay nothing.

A clean house is just a phone call away. 376-1004

Protecting You and Your Home Since 1985
Our employees are insured and bonded.  Social Security and Workers’

Compensation is paid and we assume absolutely all liability for our employees.
Top Quality Customer Service

We meet with each of our new clients, and we take the time to review each home and each
customer’s needs. Total Clean was recently rated  “Top Quality” by a Bay Area Consumer

Group, and we are dedicated to providing the highest quality of service possible.

Sounds and Sweet Airs —
WomenSing’s Acoustic Adventure

LYNDA LEONARD
Members of WomenSing will present concerts at Holy Names College in Oakland and Saint Mary's
College in Moraga on March 15 and 16.

By LYNDA LEONARD
Contributing Writer

Night’s Dream by California composer,
Cary Ratcliff, now based in Rochester, N.Y.
This will be a West Coast premiere. In
addition, the chorus will perform “How
Sweet the Moonlight Sleeps,” by Texan
composer Robert Young, based on texts
from The Merchant of Venice.

WomenSing will top off the program
with a celebratory St. Patrick’s Day set,
with favorites such as “Danny Boy” and
“Cockles and Mussels.” Irish coffee will be
served after the performance at St. Mary’s
College.

Performances will be at 8 p.m. Saturday,
March 15, at the Holy Names University
Chapel in Oakland and at 4 p.m. Sunday,
March 16, at the St. Mary’s College Chapel
in Moraga. Tickets are $25 for premium
seating, $20 general, $18 senior, and $10
student/youth 18 and under. Tickets may
be purchased online at
www.womensing.org. They are also
available at the door or by calling
925-974-9169.

Attending a WomenSing concert takes
the listener on an acoustic adventure,

and the March 15 and 16 concerts will
transport the audience on a Sounds and
Sweet Airs tour from the 17th century era
of the baroque to the present day.

Accompanied by Jubilate Orchestra, the
choir will sing Vivaldi’s Beatus Vir  and
Hasse’s Miserere, said artistic director
Martín  Benvenuto. Jubilate is composed
of many of the best early-music
instrumentalists in the Bay Area,
performing at baroque pitch. “And in
contrast to the baroque,” adds Benvenuto,
“we will perform a 21st century setting of
the Mass by Hungarian composer György
Orbán.”

At the center of the program, WomenSing
will perform a collection of settings by
William Shakespeare, including a set of
three songs on texts from A Midsummer

ON THE CALENDAR
MARCH

1 The Orinda Preschool Art & Music Festival, 10 a.m. to noon, 10 Irwin Way,
Orinda, Mother Goose, the Puppet Company and more, wwwtopsonline.org.
Orinda Rotary for “Kids ‘n Kreeks,” annual Crab Feed, 6 p.m., Masonic
Hall,  254-3268.
Oakland Museum White Elephant Sale, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., also 3/2, 333
Lancaster St., Oakland. Info at www.whiteelephantsale.org.

3 Youth Sports Registrations, for girl’s spring programs, through 3/28. Call
253-4204.

5 Orinda Rotary Speech, noon at Community Center, featuring Katie Harris,
program manager for Central Contra Costa County Junior Achievement,
254-3268.

7 First Friday Forum, 1:30 p.m., Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church.
Speaker: Tom Vacar, consumer editor for KTVU Fox, 254-7743.

8 Orinda Baseball Association Opening Day, 8 a.m., Wagner Ranch Gym and
Curtis Field. Photos, food, apparel sales, carnival, and player line-up, 11
a.m., www.orindabaseball.org.

12 Orinda Rotary lunch magic show and speech, noon at Community Center,
featuring professional magician Peter Morrison, 254-3268.
Orinda Books Book Group, 3 p.m. for reading and discussion of Ghost
Writer, by Philip Roth, 254-7606.

13 Miramonte High School Les Miserables,  7:30 p.m., various times through
March 22, www.acalanes.k12.ca.us/miramonte.
Orinda Books Sisters in Crime author reading, 4 p.m., with Rhys Bowen
and Cara Black 254-7606.

14 Orinda Ovations Children’s Theater, presents High School Musical at 5
p.m. and 7:15 p.m. at Kids ‘N Dance, 3360 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette. Mary
Poppins presented at 11:30 a.m. March 15. Call 510-531-4400.

15 WomenSing, 8 p.m., Holy Names University Chapel, Oakland, with
“Sounds and Sweet Airs.”  Also 3/16 at 4 p.m. at St. Mary’s College. Call
925-974-9169 or www.womensing.org.

18 Orinda Books World Affairs Book Group, 3 p.m., for discussion of The Silk
Road: Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia, by Frances Wood, 254-7606.
Orinda Books Page by Page Book Group, 7 p.m., discussing The Dissident
by Neil Freudenberger, 254-7606.
Orinda Books Orinda Owls, 7 p.m., discuss Half of a Yellow Sun by
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, 254-7606.

19 Miramonte High School Career Night, 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
ALS Discussion, noon at Community Center, with Kathie Ketels Lichtig
discussing Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis.

20 Orinda Rotary and OCCA Spring Easter Egg Hunt, 11 a.m., Community
Center Park. Rain cancels.

21     Student Visual Arts Exhibition, Orinda Library Gallery, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Opening reception March 24, 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

26 Orinda Rotary lunch Living at Home for Seniors, noon, Community Center,
focusing on senior care needs and resources 254-3268.

28 Orinda Chamber of Commerce luncheon, noon to 1:30 p.m., Orinda
Country Club, Wilder development and Pulte Homes speaking, 254-3909.

City/Fire/School District Meeting Schedule
Acalanes Union High School District

First and third Wednesdays, district office, 1212 Pleasant Hill Road,
Lafayette, 7:30 p.m.

City Council
First and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.ci.Orinda.ca.us.

Historic Landmarks Committee
Fourth Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room, public is welcome, for
information, please call 788-7323.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Third Wednesday, 7 p.m., Administration Building, 1280 Moraga Way.

Orinda Union School District Board of Trustees
Second Monday, 4 p.m., OUSD Conference Room, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orinda.k12.ca.us.

Planning Commission
Second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, 253-4210.

Parks and Recreation Commission
Second Wednesday, 7 p.m., Community Center, room 7, 254-2445.

Club Meetings
Lamorinda Sunrise Rotary,

Postino’s in Lafayette, 7 a.m. every Friday, 254-0440, ext.463.
Orinda Lions Club

Europa Restaurant, 64 Moraga Way, every Tuesday at 12:15 p.m., 254-0482.
Orinda Association

Orinda Library, May Room, second Monday, 7:30 p.m., 254-0800.
Orinda Historical Society

Third Wednesday of the month, OHS Museum, 3 to 5 p.m., 254-1353.
Orinda/Tábor (Czech Republic) Sister City Foundation

Fourth Thursday of the month, 7 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m. meeting, call 254-
8260 for location.

Orinda Woman’s Club
Second Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. to noon; call Jean Barnhart, 254-3881.

For more information on library programs, call 254-2184.

AT THE LIBRARY
All events are free unless specified.
18 Toddler Lapsit, 10 a.m., stories, songs, and bounces for infants to 3-year-

olds and their caregivers. Repeats at 10:30 and on March 19, 25, and 26.
Please choose one session per week.

19 Paws to Read, 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., for children in grades 1 through 5 to
read to a friendly dog. Repeats March 26.

22 Saturday Morning Live!  11 a.m., toddler alcove for family story time for
ages 3 to 5. Repeats March 29.

CALENDAR BY CHRIS LAVIN
Send calendar items to chrislavin@earthlink.net
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CLASSIFIED

2008
Publication Schedule Orinda News classified ads ...

Your ad in The Orinda News reaches 9,000 households
and businesses in Orinda!

Issue
April
May

Deadline
March 5
April 5

Ad rates are $5 per
line ($10 minimum)

Categories

• For Sale
Cars
Musical Instruments
Sports Equipment
Miscellaneous

• Help Wanted
• Household Services

Caregivers
Domestics
House-Sitting

• Instruction
Music Lessons
Tutors
Miscellaneous

• Pets
• Pet Care
• Rentals
• Services
• Vacation Rentals/

Home Exchanges
• Wanted

There are 32 spaces per line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and space between words.

Name_____________________________________________ Category __________________________

Address ___________________________________________ Number of Lines ___________________

City _____________________Zip _________Phone _______________ Email ___________________

Write your ad in the boxes below with one letter, space or punctuation mark in each box. Cost is $5
per line: $10 minimum.

Enclose your check payable to The Orinda Association and mail to Orinda News, P.O. Box 97, Orinda, CA
94563. We reserve the right to reject any ad. Classified ads must be prepaid. Your cancelled check is your
receipt.

decided to drop by the Flamingo’s free
Wildlife Habitat. All ages enjoy the free acts
at Circus, Circus. No matter what, as you
stroll along, you can’t help but be awed and
amazed at the hotel buildings’ facades.

Check out the Wynn Hotel, a $2.7 billion
resort opened in the spring of 2005.  A pine-
covered artificial mountain with waterfalls
rises at the entrance. The lobby is brimming
with colorful blooms, echoed in the
exquisite carpeting. Parasols suspended
from the ceiling dance up and down in time
to music. Original works by Rembrandt,
Renoir, Monet and Picasso are displayed
throughout the property, many from owner
Steve Wynn’s personal collection.

A stay at the Wynn would be luxury
living with rooms starting at $259. We
chose to save our dollars for dining and
entertainment, so we stayed at the Imperial
Palace, where it was about $80 a night for
three. Although only a casino for the lobby,

◆  BACKYARD from page 11

classified ads...
Computer Services

Recent Miramonte Grad providing computer ser-
vices in Lamorinda area includes: OS upgrades,
software/hardware install, networking trouble
shooting, consulting. Will find best electronics deal
(925) 899-8879 or Brett@orindatech.com

Macintosh technical services for busy profes-
sionals. Apple certified with OSX. Specialist in
desktop publishing, database & Internet solutions.
Get the help you need today. Call 254-5467.

Household Services

Excellent Housecleaning. References gladly pro-
vided. (925) 354-9955.

European Housecleaning Services. Reasonable
prices, excellent refs. 10 yrs. experience. Elizabeth
(925) 602-5372.

Reliable Window Cleaning. Servicing Lamorinda
since 1983. Excellent customer service & out-
standing results. Call us at (925) 254-7622 or visit
us @ www.reliablewindowservice.com.

Instruction

Art Classes at Lafayette Studio
mary@marywheeler.com

Adventure Boot Camp for Women. Get results
and have fun! Loose the gym and your old routine.
Outdoor exercise class. 1 hr/day, 3, 4, or 5
days/week, 4 weeks.  Laf. 5:30 a.m., Mga. 9:15
a.m., W.C. 9 a.m.; (925) 457-4587;
www.contracostabootcamp.com.

Pet Care

All Ears Pet Sitting Service-- Attentive pet care
in your home. AM & PM visits, midday dog walks.
Orinda resident. Excellent references. Insured.
Beverly: (925) 253-8383.

Services

Gardens, yards for spring clean-up. Pruning,
trimming, planting. Special outdoor projects &
scheduled maintenance. Experienced & honest
Orinda resident. Charles (925) 254-5533 or
 (925) 528-9385.

Vacation Rentals

HAWAII
Aloha-Hawaii, Big Island 3BR/3BA Brand new!
(510) 681-4294. www.maunalanigolfvilla.com

Big Island  Of Hawaii Lovely Beach House, 3BR/
2BA Kohala Coast. (510) 527-2009 HaleLea.com.

TAHOE
Incline Village Tahoe - 3br/2ba condo - Coeur
de Lac unit #45. www.goldfishproperties.com
(800) 948-7311. Mention this ad and receive up
to $75 off your stay.

North Lake Tahoe - Carnelian Bay 4 BR/4 BA,
3000 sq. ft. sleeps 12. Rentourtahoehouse.com.
253-9550.

Westshore Lake Tahoe Cabin - 3bd/2ba sleeps
8 or 2 families. Great locaiton, peek-lake views.
www.HomeAtTahoma.com

illustrations for Drums Along the Mohawk
knock my hat off every time I open the
book.”

“He was one of the classic illustrators in
the country,” Joe Cleary said referring to
Bee. Cleary is an artist and sculptor who
was the guest speaker at the Orinda
Historical Society holiday dinner. “This
man was big.  He was one of my gods.”
Both men were freelancing from their
homes in Orinda and were members of the
Bohemian Club in San Francisco. “Many
of the portraits he did are still hanging
there,” says Cleary.

In 1937, Bee and his wife built a home
in Orinda.  They moved in at Christmas,
before the Caldecott Tunnel was
completed. Across the valley on the El
Toyonal hillside, they could see about five
lights in the evening.

◆  SERENDIPITY from page 19

the rooms were fine and the location
excellent. Again, check the Internet which
brings up rooms in every price range.

All hotels offer a panoply of restaurants
from which to choose. Among those I
would recommend are the breakfast buffet
at Carvings in the Mirage, lunch at the
Paris’ Boulangerie, and for an elegant
dinner,  try Onda Ristorante, also in the
Mirage. Don’t miss the Jean Philippe
Patisserie at the Bellagio. Their glass-
encased chocolate fountain is 27 feet high
with 2,100 pounds of melted chocolate
flowing through.

All in all, it was a bargain vacation,
especially because we didn’t gamble our
money away. I didn’t even put a nickel in
the slot machines, and my friends played
only a few times. Five days didn’t give us
enough time to explore all that we wanted,
so we’re considering meeting in Las Vegas
again in 2008. How about you? When will
you call those far-away friends and plan a
get-together? Do it. You only live once.

“We wanted a different kind of life than
we had in Piedmont,” said Mrs. Bee.  “It
was simpler then.  Recreation centered
around tennis and gardening.  Everyone did
their own housework.  You couldn’t get help
out here.”

The paintings and the BART mural
reflect those early days as well as memories
of an even earlier Orinda: Orinda Country
Club in the 1950s, Orinda Village in the
1970s, and Miner Road, Bear Creek Road
and Briones Reservoir, much as they look
today.

Residents interested in learning more
about Orinda’s past, including its notable
residents such as Bee, are invited to attend
the Orinda Historical Society’s monthly
meetings. The next meeting of the historical
society will be February 20, 3 to 5 p.m. at
the OHS Archives.  The next general
meeting will be March 12, 7 to 9 p.m. at
the Orinda Community Church.

bookstores, and Temple-Wolfe hopes they
will be in retail stores by spring.

“I think bringing the parents into this
generation’s language is critical to keeping
the family together. I have a parent’s version
with tips from professionals on how to
better communicate with their teen-agers
… and most importantly, how to listen.”

Temple-Wolfe has received a lot of
interest in the product. “We’ve grown from
500 hits on our website to 18,000 a month
in just three short months,” she said.

Temple-Wolfe  is also working with large
phone providers to create a texting
tournament.  The tournaments “are
designed to inspire young folks to have fun
texting with their families.”

By the way,  “rb@u! a3.  prv8. 9. LOL.”
means:  “Right back at you.  Anytime,
anywhere, anyplace.  This is private.  My
Parent is watching. I’m laughing out loud.”

My TextalkTM  is available in independent
bookstores and online at
www.mytextalk.com.

◆  TEXT TALK from page 12

vulnerable residents get back on their feet.
As a volunteer with Save the Children,
Newton says that many of the children she
worked with were from families ill-
prepared to cope with their devastating
losses. “The population of students in the
school we worked with had 85 percent
qualifying for free lunch programs. Over
75 percent of the families lacked
insurance.” Still, Newton describes her
work there as extremely rewarding. “We
handed out over 6,000 backpacks with basic
emergency supplies – things like blankets,
a flashlight, radio, and stuffed animal for

◆  OUT AND ABUT from page 6 the kids. It was exhausting but exhilarating
work.”

Fire is just one of the natural disasters
Orinda residents should be prepared for.
While spring showers may bring
summer flowers, it’s not too soon to begin
cutting back and suppressing weeds and
checking on your store of emergency
supplies. The MOFD website
(www.mofd.org) has information on
landscaping improvements that can help
protect your home from fire danger.
Additionally, the Orinda Association is
selling American Red Cross emergency kits
(order forms can be found at
www.orindaassociation.org).

California State Hall of Fame coach and
long-time Miramonte teacher Sandra
Maguire (L) will retire after 29 years this
June. “I am finally graduating with my
students,” laughs Maguire. The dedicated
professional has seen many of her students
go on to win state and national champion-
ships as well as successful careers following
college. Her replacement, Miramonte
English teacher Kristen Plant (R), is also a
former student, who delivered her speech
to Rotary as a senior in 1996. “I’m very
happy to be able to turn the program over
to such a wonderful teacher and public
speaker,” Maguire adds. Plant, whose
husband Michael is head of Miramonte's
math department, is expecting the couple's
first child in March.

Miramonte's Public Speaking Teacher Retires

SALLY HOGARTY

Wanted

I Buy 1950’s Furniture Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at (510) 219-9644. Courteous house calls.



THE ORINDA NEWS ■ March 2008 ■     23

BUSINESS BUZZ

Patti Camras
Real Estate Services
5 Moraga Way
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 253-4609
patti.camras@camoves.com
www.patticamras.com

In Patti’s world,
everyone’s a winner!

Medicare is not enough.
Ask me about supplement insurance coverage.

Team Feusier
Call about Solar Seminars

C o n s i d e r i n g
buying or selling
your home?

Consider us to
be one of the
three agents you
interview.

Direct: 925.212.4514
www.teamfeusier.com
mario@caldecott.com
leigh@caldecott.com

Mario and Leigh F eusier
Broker Associate
EcoBroker Certified

was because of the company’s emphasis on
community involvement. I want to find
opportunities to give back to the
community, and, sometimes, I think the
most valuable resource we can give is a gift
of our time,” says Forthe. Through its
People Applauding Life and Service
(PALS) program, Union Bank provides a
platform for employees to give back to their
communities.

The bank recognizes that people’s
priorities change throughout the different
stages of life. “Our financial needs while
in college are different from our retirement
years. A new understanding in banking is
that it is no longer about products, but
instead is relationship-based. We offer a
junior banker’s account that begins at age
8. As an individual grows, it becomes a
student account with ATM and basic
checking services,” adds Forthe.

Union Bank has been a forerunner in
developing its home banking services,
permitting clients to manage their bank
accounts, pay bills, and direct investments
utilizing retail software such as Quicken
and Microsoft Money. In addition to Forthe,
customer service manager Shawn-Michael
Mathies, and tellers Jason Abad, Farideh
Fakouri, and Mark Jepsen staff the Orinda
branch. Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Fridays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays and
closed on Sundays. For more information,
please call 253-8980 or visit the website at
www.uboc.com.

All Fur Love Pet Care
Try giving Barb Pensky a call when faced

with spending extended periods of time
away from a beloved pet. Pensky excels in
delivering loving care to any pet, be it the
traditional dog or cat and even farm
animals. She has her own menagerie: two
goats, three chickens, one duck, two
cockatiels, and two dogs, so she is quite
capable. With 15 years of experience in the
pet sitting business, she handles just about
anything that arises.

She is pet CPR-certified and has
undergone First Aid training for animals,
as well.

“Pet sitting is giving owners some peace
of mind while away from home. It is the
preferred alternative to placing a pet in a
kennel, because the pet is able to maintain
the usual routine and it is not traumatized
when its owner is away,” explains Pensky.

Services range from walking dogs one
to four times a day, depending on the
individual dog’s routine, to bringing in the
mail and newspaper, and adjusting lights
inside the home when the pet owner is out
of town. “Every household has a different
routine, and I learn a lot from every pet
owner,” adds Pensky. Her rates range from
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$25 per visit for multiple pets within the
same home, to $22 per visit for one pet. A
discount rate applies for bookings of an
entire month. Pensky enforces basic
training rules while walking on leash.

Pensky moved to Orinda in 1995. She is
married to Norm Pensky, who is in software
sales. Her son, Sean Curtis, is a sophomore
at Miramonte High School, and she has two
stepsons, Scott Pensky, a junior at
Miramonte and John Pensky, a graduate of
Miramonte attends Diablo Valley College.
Prior to establishing All Fur Love Pet Care
this past year, Pensky was a Cookie Lee
Jewelry representative.

“This has always been my passion and,
in fact, I have rescued animals all my life,”
says Pensky. “When in high school, I
worked at the Humane Society, and I would
bring home dogs in order to prevent them
from being euthanized. My poor mother put
up with a lot from me, and at one point, we
had eight dogs in our home,” she smiles.
Pensky’s business is licensed in Contra
Costa County, and she is insured as well.

“I offer two-hour, off-leash dog
adventures on Mulholland Ridge and
Briones Regional Park at the rate of $35
for an individual dog. “Group discount rates
are available,” she adds.

For more information about All Fur Love
Pet Care, please call Barb Pensky at 925-
212-7422 or send an email to
barb@allfurlovepetcare.com. You may visit
the website at www.allfurlovepetcare.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Barb Pensky of All Fur Love Pet Care with
treasured pets Cody and Abby.
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Business Buzz
Putting a Personal Face
on the Face of Business

Valerie Hotz

Alexander Gailas
Broker, President, GRI, CRS

AND ASSOCIATES

One Camino Sobrante, Suite 215, Orinda, CA 94563
Office (925) 254-7600 •  Cell (925) 788-0229

www. AGRealty1.com

A Great Company, Fielding Great
Offers, Delivering Great Results

Residential Sales and Loans

Call me!
I'd love to hear from you!

Outstanding Service
with

Outstanding Performance
(Performance is measured by the

referrals one gets from past clients and
our referral list is sooo long!)

And
FINANCIAL

Laura Abrams, M.B.A.
Residential Sales Associate

Orinda Office, Coldwell Banker Real Estate
www.lauraabrams.com       laura@lauraabrams.com

Integrity � Expertise

35 year Orinda Resident
(925) 253-4611

To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net.

Inside Resource Group
Scott and Valerie Mollahan have brought

their 13 years of printing and promotional
display experience to our doorstep. The
couple recently established their small
business, Inside Resource Group, at 3
Altarinda Road, Suite 301.

This dynamic team offers creative
concepts for business promotion. “We
specialize in design, creation, and
production of custom-branded materials.
Our work includes printing and designing
promotions that will catch a customer’s eye.
This includes printing logos on hats, shirts,
and pens, as well as packaging displays,”

explains Scott Mollahan. Foster’s Wine
Estate, Bay Alarm, and Leap Frog are
among their major clients.

“We have four children, ages 2, 4, 6 and
8. Having our business located in Orinda
allows me to stay at home with them as
much as possible, as well as manage the
office. This is a system that works very well
for everyone,” says Valerie Mollahan. “We
have four terrific employees, Mary
Jacodine and Michel Houston who handle
promotions, and Dana Roberts and Robin
Bateman, both of whom have a printing
background. All of our employees were
stay-at-home mothers and are reentering the
workforce in a job sharing capacity. We are
thrilled because they are bright and
motivated, and they are pleased to remain

local and have flexible hours,” says Valerie.
“Our clients were very supportive of us

starting our business. Every job is a custom
job, so we use our creative juices every day.
We do a lot of jobs for clients who are
located overseas, as well as for local
clients,” says Scott. Inside Resource Group
places a priority on using eco-friendly
products. “We encourage clients to select
recycled products and self-sustaining
fabrics. There is new technology today
enabling the production of pesticide-free
cotton, which we highly encourage.
Recycled paper is very attractive and is
reasonably priced,” he adds.

The firm works with a designer in a
collaborative brainstorming process that
generates appealing, in-store promotions.
Recently, they created a six-foot tall
nutcracker statue whose torso was storage
shelves used for housing wine. “One of the
neatest projects we have worked on was a
student practice book for Leap Frog, which
our children adored,” says Valerie.

The Mollahans moved to Orinda in 1998.
Their eldest child, Ben, is a second-grader
at Glorietta School and Charlie is in the first
grade. Four-year old Nick attends preschool
and baby Anna is age 2. “This is a
wonderful community. I enjoy coaching
baseball through OBA. Valerie and I have
competed in two, half-marathons, and I get
out to the golf course whenever I can,” says

Scott.
For more information about Inside

Resource Group, please call 254-4114.

Union Bank Invests In You
With a history dating back to the 19th

century, Union Bank is one of the 25 largest
banks in the United States. This past winter,
Union Bank opened a branch in Orinda at
140 Brookwood Road, Suite 101, as well
as a branch in Moraga. The Orinda branch
office features large, expansive windows
overlooking nearby green hills. Light beige
tile floors and lots of light combine to create
a bright and inviting atmosphere.

“Our existing clients are so pleased we
are here. I am looking forward to becoming
active in the Chamber of Commerce and
meeting local individuals and business
owners,” says Nicole Forthe, financial
services officer. “We are a full-range bank,
serving individual accounts, small business
needs, real estate finance, corporate
banking, investment, and financial
management, personal and business trust
services, as well as commercial banking
needs. A dedicated priority unit is in place
for those customers with sophisticated
financial needs,” explains Forthe.

“Part of the reason I joined Union Bank
after graduating from U.C. Santa Barbara

[SEE BUZZ page 23]

VALERIE HOTZ
Scott and Valerie Mollahan from Inside
Resource Group.

VALERIE HOTZ
Union Bank employees, Nicole Forthe, Farideh
Fakouri, and Mark Jepsen, invite local residents
to stop by and become familiar with the bank's
many programs.

Get Gorgeous

at

 Gina Khan Salon.

Come de-stress and
enjoy a fabulous
experience at this

one of a kind salon.


