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City Places Roads Measure on November Ballot

m $59.1 million bond to
address city’s aging infra-
structure

By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

rinda voters will be asked this

November to approvea$59.1 million
bond measure to fund repairs to the city’s
roads, drains, and water pipes. The city
council unanimously agreed to move
forward with abond measure after hearing
the recommendations of its infrastructure
committee — an appointed committee of
residents, many of whom have particular
expertise in transportation, engineering,
and/or finance.

For the past two years, theinfrastructure
committee has engaged in an exhaustive
inventory of the city’sinfrastructure needs,
sought resident input through public forums
and an independent research poll, and
studied various finance options. The
committee’s recommendations include
placing a$59.1 million general obligation
bond on the November ballot; increasing
the current level of city spending on roads
by $500,000 for the next five years;
incorporating contributions from the East
Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)
and the Moraga-Orinda Fire District
(MOFD); applying for state and federal
grants to improve pedestrian access,
especially near schools; and, appointing a
citizen's oversight committee to monitor
spending of bond funds.

According to committee chair Art Haigh,
this is the first time since the city
incorporated that acompleteinfrastructure
inventory has been done. Other than the
obvious potholes, Haigh says that the city
now has acomplete picture of the problem.
“When the city incorporated in 1985, it
inherited from the county 92 milesof public
roads and 20 miles of storm drains which
were built between 1930 and 1960. Over
60 percent of our roads are in poor or very
poor condition. We also found that half of
Orinda’s storm drains are made of
corrugated metal with alife span of 20 to

The September
Orinda Dog

DAVID DIERKS
Praline, is the Orinda Starlight Village Players
(OSVP) mascot. Owned by Geotty and Susan
Chapple, Praline keeps actors in line during
rehearsals at the Community Center
Amphitheater. She has her work cut out for her
this month as the OSVP presents Comedy of
Errors September 8 - 30.

Official Groundbreaking Ceremony

Public Forum
October b

Orinda Library Auditorium

7 p.m. - Presentation of bond issue by
Infrastructure Committee followed by
guestion and answer session.

8 p.m. — Candidates for City Council
will present their views and goals,
moderated by L eague of Women Voters.

Sponsored by the Orinda Association
Call 254-0800 for more details.

30 years, yet, they were installed 40 to 60
years ago.” Additionally, according to
Haigh, there are 10.8 miles of water lines
under city streets that do not meet current
standardsfor fireflow (i.e., therateat which
water isdelivered through pipes supplying
water to fire hydrants).

Haigh acknowledgesthat passage of this
infrastructure bond will be challenging,
given the two-thirds super-majority needed
to pass most tax measuresin California. A
2002 ballot measure to raise $14 million
for fire-flow improvements was narrowly
defeated with a 63 percent voter approval.
Nevertheless, Haigh believes that his
committee has identified the city’s most
pressing infrastructure needs and aremedy
to fix them that will make sense to voters.
While acknowledging that $59.1 millionis
not sufficient to make all of the necessary
infrastructure repairs—that figureis closer
to $143 million — Haigh says that the
committee did not believe a higher bond
amount could pass. Even at $59.1 million,
polling shows that gaining a two-thirds
majority is doable but will be a challenge.

Coftee Wars

By CHRIS PUMMER
Contributing Writer

nnie Janes fulfilled a longstanding

wish in buying the Royal Grounds
coffee shop in Orindatwo years ago, after
urging itsownersfor yearsto give her first
dibswhen their time cameto sell. The City
Council dropped a hot cup in Janes' lap
recently in granting aPeet’s Coffeeand Tea
request to occupy theformer Brooks Breads
store — 100 feet from her front door.

The council’s decision remedied an
embarrassing eyesore for one of the Bay
Area’s most affluent towns by filling a
prominent storefront vacant for six months.

Yet the council’saction—following arare
procedural move to win approva — gives
the town a greater concentration of java-
huts than the nation’s coffee-drinking
capitals—threetimesthat of San Francisco
alone.

It al so emblazons downtown with another
chain retailer, heightening some residents’
fear that Orinda is headed toward the
plasticine facade that Walnut Creek can
only hope will weather nicely with age.

“How many coffee shops does onetown
need?’ asked Janes, a 16-year Orinda
resident who also operates a café in Point
Richmond. “What are they going to bring

[ See COFFEE page 8]

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

fter almost 20 years of discussions,

law suits, various devel opment plans,

and severa owners, the shovels finally hit
thedirtin Gateway Valley on July 11, 2006.
The original proposal, which included
271 houses and 18-hole golf course has
been replaced by 245 homes, community

S

SALLY HOGARTY

ball fields, aswim club, and apublic garden
and art center. Approximately 1,400 acres
will be open space. The landscape master
plan has been submitted to the planning
commission. Housing designsare currently
being devel oped. Project manager Michael
Olson says the first homes should be
completed by thefall of 2008. The average
4,000 square-foot home will sell for a
minimum of $2.5 million.

Pine Grove Project Almost Derails

m Negotiations put hous-
ing development back on
track

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

he July 10 duedatefor devel oper Pulte

Homes' monthly payment to the
Orinda Union School District (OUSD)
came and went as Pulte reassessed the
financial viability of building a housing
development on the site of the former Pine
Grove School.

Months of meetingswith acity council
subcommittee and, subsequent, meetings
with the Orinda City Council had reduced
gross square footage of housing allowed to
131,000. Pulte’'s Kim Diamond says that
would make 59 percent of the 80 proposed
units at 1,500 square feet or less with 12
unitslessthan 1,100 squarefeet. According
to Diamond, it would be very difficult to
sell units that small. The company
requested a sale price reduction of $3.5
million from the original $26.5 million for
the 11-acre surplus school district property.
OUSD board president Riki Sorenson said
the reduction was something the district
couldn't afford. “Werequested that the City
of Orinda meet with Pulte and be more
flexibleinits position on height restrictions
and density.” The city appointed a
subcommittee consisting of Mayor Bill
Judge and councilmember Steve Glazer to
meet with Pulte representatives. “We
certainly want to come up with a solution
that's a win/win for everyone,” said City
Manager Janet Keeter.

A revised proposal from the devel oper
increases the saleable square footage to

152,000 square feet with an average unit
size of 1,900 square feet. Pulte considers
this proposal to be more in line with the
type of housing expected intoday’s market.
“It is our recollection that 150,000 square
feet is consistent with the anticipated
density proposed by some of the original
subcommittee members,” says Sorenson.
The new subcommittee began meeting with
Pulte in mid-August.

The OUSD board also restructured its
contract with Pulte, tying payments to
project approvals. Structured at six-month
intervals, the next payment will be due on
December 31 or when the Environmental
Impact Report is approved, followed by a
June 1 payment or approval of thetentative

map.
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YEAR OF THE ORINDA DOG

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Fourteen-year-old Elyssa has lived in Orinda her
entire life. The young-at-heart golden

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO retriever belongs to the Caras family.
Scout, Bob and Karen Burt's Welsh terrier, is

ready to start school with his new glasses.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Kimo, a nine-month-old German shepard helps his owners Kristine Eng and Michael Smith with the
driving.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Pals for life, Finnegan (L) and Gemma have both Griffin, a Portuguese water dog owned by the Farr
earned AKC Cainine Good Citizen certificates. They family, enjoys hiding in the bushes to surprise the
live with Suzanne Bria and Ted Temple. Farr's other dog, Kalli.

Are you considering Le' h Schl -
buying or selling your I Eln
home? Do you want to

know what your home 925‘399‘?92?

isworth in the current 51 Moraga Way, Orinda
market? Are you won- Leila.Schlein@PruRealty.com
dering what is happen- www.LeilaSchlein.com

ing to home pricesin

the area? Give me EE | . T
L]
acall about your real CONTRIBUTED PHOTO CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
estate needsy I:}rudcntlﬂl Thor, a Swiss mountain dog, may not yodel, but Mango (L) and Nacho belong to Juan Carreno,
Califormia Realty he finds lots of ways to entertain his owners Kris owner of the popular Maya Mexican restaurant on
and Pauline Holst. Moraga Way.

What Does it Take to Provide the Best Agents, Service and Best Buyer
and Seller Experience of Any Real Estate Company in the Bay Area?

Success doesn't happen overnight. It doesn't happen in a week or even a month. It takes years of proving that you have what it takes to be
the best real estate company in the San Francisco Ba}r Area. Tt takes Premier Service that will a]wa}m exceed any level of our Ct‘)rnIJcLilt‘}l‘is
service. It takes agents who pride themselves on having more local knowledge than anyone else in the Bay Area. It takes a company that
is dedicated to redefining the real estate business. What does it take? It takes trust. Trust earned from 30 years of providing our clients

the best bu}rfng and suﬂing experience pnmib[e. Tt takes a company with character, the experience and the vision of Pacific Union.

www.PacUnion.com PACIFIC PREMIER SERVICE®
Union Trust Mortgage UN ION

338.770.8867 www.utms.com

SE‘F\"iCL‘ }"(}LL CI.‘E.‘H.‘F\"E. pl!li}].'il.\'! }"’JL‘I trust.

GMAC Real Estate

140 Brookwood Road, Suite 120 ~ 8 Camino Encinas, Suite 1oo, Orinda, CA 94563 g25.258.0090
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THE ORINDA ASSOCIATION

hat ever happened to the lazy days

of summer? They’re certainly not
here at the OrindaA ssociation’sbusy office.
We've been working on several projects
over the summer, which are now going into
full swing.

e Disaster Preparedness: Four OA
board members have now completed the
CERT (Citizen Emergency Response
Training) six-week course. Continuing with
our commitment to public safety, the OA
will be selling disaster preparednesskitsfor
your homeand car. Call 254-0800 for more
information.

 An Updated Look and Better
Communication: We have a new look —
see our logo and new website, which offers
you more updated information and easier
navigation. Check it out at
www.orindaassociation.org.

* Seniors Around Town: Although our
original grant money for the Seniors
Around Town (SAT) transportation
program has now expired, we are still
committed to keeping this invaluable
program going for our senior residents. We
are seeking other grants and fundraising
opportunities. The “Endless Summer

Raffle Winner

SALLY HOGARTY
Dyanna Sweeny won the Business Decorating
Contest raffle. The lucky winner received a free
oil change at Orinda Motors. To see the
businesses that placed first, second, and third
in the contest, see page 11.

A Message From the OA President

Lazy Days of Summer

Kate Wiley

Classic Car Show” on September 9, from
11 am. to 1 p.m., isdonating the proceeds
from their event to the SAT program. We
welcome all ideas for grants and
fundraising, and of course we are always
looking for new volunteer drivers. Please
call our office at 254-0800 or e-mail us at
oa@orindaassociation.org for more
information.

« Savethe Date: We are hosting apublic
forum on October 5when the Infrastructure
Committee will present the findings from
their study and their recommendations for
repairing Orinda sroads, drains, and water
pipes. A Q&A session will follow. The
second half of the forum will consist of
candidates presenting their viewsand goal's
for Orinda’s future as they seek a position
on Orinda’s City Council. The League of
Women Voters will moderate the second
portion of the evening.

 Seeking Individuals: We are seeking
individualsinterested in serving on the OA
board. Asyou can see from above, we have
a varied and active list of activities and
events, and that list doesn’t even include
our regular on-going programs. We
wel comethose Orindanswho areinterested
in participating in any of our programs. Call
254-0800 for moreinformation. It'sagreat
way to get involved!

NEGOTIATION
IS AN ART

g ]

APRIL MATTHEWS

a et oF BRear Esvare

Antiques

el
‘ ‘ Flillor
o T

Home Consignments & Gifts

Shop, Save, and Treasure Hunt for:
* Wholesale “New” Rugs from around the world

* Furniture, Lamps, Artwork, Mirrors
* Table Top Items, Collectibles,

* Daily Inventory from Estates, Closeouts,
Manufacturers Direct

e Lladro, Waterford, Belleck, Hummel & much more

21 OrindaWay
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-1113
www. hiltonhousedesigns.com
Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10 am. to 5:30 p.m.

|
!

The Orinda Association

The Orinda Association is a nonprofit
corporation dedicated to:

e Maintaining and improving the quality of
life in Orinda;

e Promoting awareness and discussion of
issues that are important to the community;

* Encouraging and recognizing volunteer
efforts to enhance the beauty, character, and
security of Orinda.

PO. Box 97

24 Orinda Way (Lower Level Library)
Orinda, California 94563

Phone: 254-0800 Fax: 254-8312
www.orindaassociation.org

amboni’s

PIZZA CO

presenting

- Regular & Chicago style pizza
- Fresh, high quality ingredients
- Gourmet specialities

- Pizza by the slice at lunch

OFFICERS

: ) . Salads
President Kate Wiley F 6 . deli .
Vice-President/Secretary Tony Ratner « Fast, re?, on time \ clivery for
Treasurer Jim Luini lunct'l, dinner, parties and
Membership Mark Roberts special events

OPSAC Representative Bill Waterman 1 Camino Sobrante, Suite 4

Co-Chairs July 4th Parade Lisa Alward 254-2800
Cindy Powell Open 7 days 11-10 p.m. Monday - Saturday
Grants Cathy Reaves 11-9 p.m. Sunday

Loard's Dce Cream a8
and Candy e

L

Your Hometown Ice Cream and Candy Store.

Try Our Ice Cream Cakes and Pies

The Largest Selection of Candy and
Ice Cream in the Lamorinda Area
If we don’t have it, we will try to find it.
Also offering catering!

Shop locally and support your community!

560 Center Street
Rheem Shopping Center, Moraga
376-3431

230 Brookwood Road
Orinda
254-3434

The pharmacy
peiﬁ in your neighborhood.

100% Pure Pharmacy>

Old fashioned, personal service with
all the latests in pharmapsutical
products.

Medicine Shoppe
Alan Wong, R.Ph.

Next to Hollyhock and McCaulou's
282 OrindaVillage Sq. « 254-1211
©2002 Medicine Shoppe International, Inc.,
A Cardina Health Company
www.medicineshoppe.com

AlanWong, R.Ph.




4 . THE ORINDA NEWS = September 2006

EDITORIAL

Letters to the Editor

Great Job on 4th of July

I would like to congratulate Kate Wiley
and the OrindaAssociation (OA) for putting
on such asuccessful 4th of July parade and
celebration in the park. Many people
commented to me about how nice every
thing was organized and run. | know itisa
huge undertaking for the dozens of OA
volunteers, city staff, and public safety
personnel. These events are what make
Orindaaspecial place. Many, many thanks
for doing it al so well.

— Steve Glazer

lllegal Immigration & Immigra-
tion Reform

I1legal immigration and thereform of the
immigration system are fueling a national
conversation. Economic, demographic, and
cultural arguments receive prominent
exposition. Thereis, however, another point
of referencethat requiresinclusion. Itisour
nationa bias“that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienablerightsthat among these
are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.” A truth held “to be self evident.”

In times of terror and war, of global
insecurity and economic uncertainty, of
disrespect for human life and human
dignity, we need to recommit ourselves to
thesefoundational principles, which protect
human life and dignity, that definethekind
of nation we want to be, the kind of world
we want to shape.

In the Catholic tradition, responsible
citizenship is a virtue; participation in the
political processisamoral obligation. For
these reasons, Catholics and their Church
participate in the political process. To be
clear in this conversation, the Church does
not support illegal immigration. It
recognizes, however, that people are
compelled to leave their homes out of
desperation and lack of opportunities to
provide for themselves and their families.
Therefore, the Church maintains that, for
an effective and comprehensive response
to migration, this national conversation
must address both immigration reform and
global poverty that are integrally related.
This consideration is neither incompatible
with nor outside of our national identity and
interest.

In their statement, Faithful Citizenship:
A Catholic Call to Political Responsihility,
the bishopswrite: “ Catholic teaching offers
consistent moral principlesto assessissues,
political platforms, and campaignsfor their
impact on human life and dignity. As
Catholics, we are not free to abandon
unborn children because they are seen as
unwanted or inconvenient; to turn our backs
onimmigrants because they lack the proper
documents; to create and then destroy
human livesin aquest for medical advances
or profit; to turn away from poor women
and children because they lack economic
or political power; or to ignore sick people
because they have no insurance. Nor can

we neglect international responsibilitiesin
the aftermath of war because resourcesare
scarce. Catholic teaching requires us to
speak up for the voiceless and to act in
accord with universal moral values.”
Thisand al political conversations need
to begin from within the comprehensive
moral context of human dignity and justice.
—Rev. Msgr. Theodore W. Kraus, Pastor
Santa Maria Catholic Church, Orinda

Defeat Orinda Infrastructure
Bond Measure

The Infrastructure Bond Measure
includes $19,000,000 (principle and
interest) to upgrade water capacity for some
Orinda pipes. These pipes belong to
EBMUD. The total bond cost is
approximately $121,000,000 (principleand
interest).

The Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection
District (MOFPD) claimsfire hydrant flow
of 1,000 gallons per minute (gpm) is
necessary to fight house fires. Yet, the
retired Fire Chief admitted that 90 percent
of house fires can be extinguished by fire
truck water without using a hydrant. The
MOFPD 1999 Risk Assessment Report
shows raising hydrant flow to 1,000 gpm
made only atwo percent differencein fire
safety. Thisreport showsseven of Orinda’s
eight fire zones are moderate, the eighth
zone is barely high, and roads are more
important than hydrant flow in fire safety.

When Orinda joined with Moraga to
form MOFPD, Orindataxpayers passed an
extraFire Flow Tax (FFT) to be spent solely
in Orinda. The FTT generates
approximately $400,000 annually and
increases each year. Thistax isin addition
to our property taxes for MOFPD.

MOFPD has not used any of our FFT to
upgrade water pipes. Using money from
our water bills, EBMD spent close to 1
million dollarsannually from 1996 to 2002
ontheir pipesin Orinda. Orindataxpayers
are paying enough on water pipes.

MOFPD will raisethe FFT on Orindaby
20 percent if the bond passes. They have
pledged thisincreasefor water pipesfor one
year. MOFPD actions are egregious
considering Orinda property taxes
contribute 63 percent of the Fire District’'s
budget compared with Moraga paying 37
percent. Moraga has a dedicated
ambulance and Orinda does not.

MOFPD can upgrade Orindawater pipes
with our taxes: According to ex-city
manager, memo dated 7/20/04, MOFPD
will receive from Montanera and Pine
Grove new annual taxes up to $1,700,000;
Orinda Fire Flow Tax, excluding the 20
percent, raise $425,000 — annual money
available for water pipes— $2,125,000.

The 2002-2003 Contra Costa Grand Jury
Report N0.0310 found 23 percent of
MOFPD employees earned over $120,000
per year with 54 percent earning over
$100,000. Since 2003, we have seen their
salariesescalate. The new fire chief makes
$173,000 per year, a little less than the
Contra Costa County Consolidated Fire
District chief who has six times as many

BirdHaus Project Makes Great Public Art
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Editor's Note: The Orinda Art Council's (OAC) project BirdHaus has beautified the
Orinda community with creative works of public art. While it might be confusing to the

nrealn

birds, it has brought hours of pleasure to human residents and visitors to the

community. For more information on BirdHaus and related events during September, see

pages 13-14.

fire stations and serves 24 times as many
people. Even with massive salaries,
MOFPD voted exorbitant taxpayer funded
pensions at 90 percent of firefighters
highest salary at age 50 with 30 years
service. Their pensions increase equal to
inflation.

MOFPD tried tofloat atax bondin 2002,
which was defeated in 14 of the 19 Orinda
voting precincts. In November, | will vote
NO on doubl e taxation and send amessage
to provide services our tax dollars are
supposed to fund.

— Janet Maiorana

Support Infrastructure Bond

Asa20-year resident of Orinda, | would
like to commend the members of the
community who have tackled the difficult
task of improving our roads and protecting
our homesfrom fire destruction by bringing
our infrastructure up to standards. | am
talking about the Orinda infrastructure
committee.

They have spent hundreds of hours of
their time over the past two years, ng
the needs, evaluating the costs, and trying
to determine how much people are willing
to spend so that a bond measure, requiring
a two-thirds mgjority, will pass. This
November the bond they have
recommended will be coming up for avote.

Even though they determined that it
would take $150 million dollars to bring
our community up to reasonable standards
after years of neglect exacerbated by
Proposition 13, they are asking Orinda
citizens to commit to only $60 million to
complete 40 percent of the required tasks.
This will cost the average current home
owner $260 per year for the next 33 years,
$175 when adjusted for inflation. In
addition, these property tax payments are
deductible against both federal and state
income taxes so, assuming you are paying
30 percent of your income in taxes, your
after-tax payment is only $125 per year, or

35 cents per day.

If you aretrying to figure out how 7,000
families are going to pay off a$60,000,000
loan by paying $260 each for 33 years (this
seemsto allow for no interest), the last bit
of good newsissomeoneelsewill pay your
interest. Thisisdueto Proposition 13. As
your property assessment goes up two
percent per year, in accordance with
Proposition 13, the average assessed value
of Orindareal estateisgoing up at least six
percent per year. As old homes with low
assessed val ues get sold and reassessed, the
average assessment goes up much faster
than thelegislated increase charged to you.
Even if the housing price bubble pops, this
phenomenon will persist. Each year your
assessment, relative to the average, goes
down four percent. Over the 33 years the
infrastructure bonds get paid back, you will
pay one half of what you would pay if your
home kept up with the average.

The current voterswho are going to have
to pay back only 50 cents on the dollar
should support the work of the
infrastructure committee and the bond
measure they propose.

— Steve Cohn

Don’t Squander Tax Money

The City Council of Orindahas placed a
big new infrastructure tax on the November
ballot. The major item of the tax is road
repair. Itisinterestingto notethat although
Orinda roads were in poor shape when
Orindawas incorporated and have steadily
got worse, no attention whatsoever was paid
to this when it was decided to build a new
library and fancy new city offices which
will cost $17 million. Now suddenly the
roads become a problem.

When the new library was built, we were
promised that the city offices would be
located in the old library at a cost of
$500,000. Instead the council decided to
build new city offices which will cost us

[See LETTERS page 22

The Orinda News prints 9,000 copies and is published 10 times a

year by The OrindaAssociation. The officeislocated at 24 OrindaWay
(lower level of the Library). All rights reserved. The publication is sent
out by direct mail (Permit #4, Orinda Post Office) and distributed to key
locations throughout the city.

EQITOF ..o Sally Hogarty
ASSOCIALE EAItOr ... Lynda Leonard
ASSIStaNt EQITON ..o Pat Rudebusch
Advertising REpresentative............coveirererinsceeeeieeens Jill Gelster

Editorial Committee .........coovvrrvrrenns Lynda Leonard, Cindy Powell
Pat Rudebusch, Kate Wiley
Staff Writers ......ccce...... Dorothy Bowen, Meg Crosby, Valerie Hotz,
Steve and Cathy Lambert, Marian Nielsen,

Kate Wiley, Haleh Williams-Cain

Contributing Writers...........cccoceeueae Buddy Akacich, Andrea Chowins,
David Davidge, Susan Garell, Daniel Ho,
Ann Mordine, Amrita Newton,

Chris Pummer, Tanya Sosoev, Sheila Woods
Aspen Consulting: Jill Gelster & David Dierks
......................................................................... Folger Graphics

THE ORINDA NEWS

A Publication of
The OrindaAssociation
Mailing Address
P.O. Box 97
Orinda, California 94563
Telephone: 925 254-0800
Fax: 925 254-8312
www.orindaassociation.org

Association _

Opinions of The Orinda News are expressed on the editorial
page. Views of writers and |etters to the editor are their own
and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Orinda Asso-
ciation or of The Orinda News. Advertisements
appearing in The Orinda News are not to be construed as
endorsements by The OrindaAssociation or The Orinda News.

Letters to the Editor are printed on a space-available
basis and should be no longer than 400 words. They must in-
clude the writer’s first and last name, signature and telephone
number.

Send letters to: Editor, The Orinda News, PO. Box 97,
Orinda, CA 94563, fax them to 254-8312 or email to
news@orindaassociation.org.

For display advertising ratescall Jill Gelster at 925-528-9225
or send email to aspen@hobbitsforhire.com. The deadline for
the November issue is September 18, 2006.




THE ORINDA NEWS = September 2006« 5

POLICE BLOTTER / PG&E

Comp

False Residential Alarms: Officers
responded to 119 false alarm calls
throughout the city.

Auto Burglary (theft from a locked
vehicle): 8 incidentsin the areas of Van
Tassel Ln., Muth Dr., St. Hill Rd.,
Camino Sobrante, ElI Toyonal, La
Encinal, Camino Pablo, and Miner Rd.

Petty Theft From Vehicle (theft of
less than $400 value from an unlocked
vehicle): 4 incidents in the areas of St.
Hill Rd., ArdillaRd., OrindaView Rd.,
and Charles Hill Circle

All Other Petty Thefts: 9 incidents
inthe areas of Camino Sobrante, Orinda
Way, M oragaWay, Berrybrook Hollow,
El Toyonal, Zander Dr. and Muth Dr.

Grand Theft From Vehicle (theft of
morethan $400 val ue from an unlocked
vehicle): 4 incidents in the areas of La
Campana, PatriciaRd., ViaFarallon, and
Tahos Rd.

All Other Grand Thefts: 5incidents
inthe areas of LaPlaza, Camino Pablo,
Van Ripper Ln., and Orchard Rd.

VehicleTheft: 2incidentsintheareas
of Easton Ct. and Ichabod Ln.

Residential Burglary: 9incidentsin
the areas of Moraga Way, Village View
Ct., Westwood Ct., Canon Dr., El
Toyonal, DoloresWay, OrindaView Rd.,
Kittiwake Rd., and Hacienda Circle

Commercial Burglary: 2 incidents
in the areas of Davis Rd. and Avenida
De Orinda

Vandalism: 20 incidents in the areas
of La Espiral, Alta Vista, El Toyonal,
LomaVista Dr., Owl Hill Rd., Country
Club Plaza, Sundown Terrace, La
Vuelta, Dias Dorados, Camino Sobrante,
Zander Dr., Miner Rd., Lavenida, and
AliceLn.

POLICE BLOTTER

iled by Haleh Williams-Cain,

Orinda Police Department

June/July 2006

Identity Theft: 12 incidents in the
areasof LaNoria, Camino Don Miguel,
Charles Hill Rd., Moraga Ct., Loma
VistaDr., Theatre Sq., Brookwood Rd.,
North Ln., TheKnoll, Singingwood Ln.,
Ivy Dr., and Van Ripper Ln.

Credit Card Fraud/Forgery: 2
incidents in the areas of Moraga Way
and Orinda Way

Special Notes — After a five-month
investigation, the Orinda Police
Department arrested two Orinda
residentsthey believeareresponsiblefor
at least 17 vandalisms that occurred in
February 2006. The crimes happened
during the late-night hours throughout
the City of Orinda. The residential
vandalismsincluded astring of smashed
car windows and damage to homes,
fences, mailboxes and landscaping that
totaled over $20,000 in damages.

While this particular spree included
more than mailboxes, here is
information on mailbox vandalism
courtesy of the United States Postal
Inspection Service: Rural area
mailboxes are vulnerable to vandalism
because they are usually isolated,
located on public thoroughfares, and
frequently not visible to the box owners
from their homes. City residential
mailboxes are vandalized to a lesser
degree. Mailboxes are considered
federal property, and federal law (Title
18, United States Code, Section 1705),
makes it a crime to vandalize them.
Violators can be fined up to $250,000
or imprisoned for up to three years for
each act of vandalism.

If you have information on mailbox
vandalism, contact the Postal Inspection
Service at (415) 778-5800.

Orinda Residents Look to PG&E
for Compensation

By TANYA SUSOEV
Contributing Writer

With the heightened use and cost of
energy in California, residents have
become more adapted to dealing with the
rise in electrical problems such as rolling
blackouts and higher energy bills. On one
April morning, however, Orinda residents
experienced an energy crisisthat left them
unprepared for the results.

Onthemorning of April 12, 2006, Orinda
residents not only lost their power but also
thousands of dollars worth of electronic
equipment and appliances. The power surge
was so high that even applianceswith surge
protectors were not safe from the blowouts
that occurred. In the business sector, the
power surge started a fire beneath the fish
tank at Niwa, the Japanese restaurant on
Camino Sobrante. In addition tokilling the
fish, therewas extensive damage, including
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smoke, that put the restaurant out of
business for three months, says owner
Frank Shen. He notes that his insurance
company has paid only two-thirds of his
claim, which ran over $100,000.
Orindaresident, Julie Whitsitt, compiled
alist of al of her losses and expenses. “We
lost almost every item that was plugged into
our home. That includestherange, al TVs,
DVD players, telephone, microwave,
stereo, and on and on.” Another Orinda
resident, Yolanda Rowe, estimated that the
expenses for her household |osses reached
as much as $2500.
With an estimated 3,500 homes affected,
the amount of money lost inthe community
[See PG&E page 8]

SZECHWAN
RESTAURANT
CHINESE CUISINE
SZECHWAN - MANDARIN
LUNCH / DINNER / ORDERS TO GO

10% DISCOUNT ON

TAKE-OUT ORDERS
(Lunch Special Excluded)

Quality Food and Service
Serving Orinda Since 1980
Tues.-Thurs. 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Fri.-Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Sun. 4:00 - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Mondays

Tel 925 254-2020 ¢ Fax 925 254-4098
k 79 Orinda Way e Orinda /

GM Specialists

GM Trained Technicians -

Buick®
Cadillac®
Chevrolet®
GMC®
Hummer®
Oldsmoble®
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Saturn®

Approved
Auto Repair

ORINDA MOTORS

GM Certified Electronic Tools
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OrindaMotors, Inc.
63 Orinda Way
Phone 925 254-2012
Fax 925 254-5821
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NEW FIRE CHIEF

Baan Thai RESTAURANT
Eat Healthg, Live Healthg

ORGANIC SALADS MADE FrRESH DALy
MANY VEGETARIAN OPTIONS ® WE COOK FROM FAMILY RECIPES.
Foop 1o GO, CATERING & GIFT CERTIFICATES ARE AVAILABLE

Earlg Bird SPecial 10% Off
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Mon. - Sun. 11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p-m.
Dinner: Sun. - Thurs.‘i—:ﬁo - 9:30 p-m.
Fri.-Sat.: 4’:50 ~-10:00 P.m.

99 Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-0989

Specializing We Clean
In: for Health
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Spot . Appearance
removal
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your home
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Upholstery dust mites,
cleaning spores,
molds,
allergens
Water and
damage bacteria
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Area rug
cleaning
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RX-29

ERTTTETE

John Kirby

Owner

AYOE AMASTER

famrdii
T Cnl i T ok 150

Our Priority Is People.

Bank of Walnut Creek, one of the area’s oldest and

most respected independent banks, provides quality

tools and person-to-person service designed to support
your financial success.

® Personal Financial Services
Checking, Savings & Money Market Accounts
Home Equity Lines
® Prestige Business Banking
Cash Management, Lines of Credit,
SBA Loans, Equipment Leasing
® Construction Financing
Land, Construction & Remaodel
® [nternet Banking @ www.bowc.com

Orinda Office
224 Brookwood Road

BANK*
WALNUT _, 025

a Gail Woznak, Vice President
CREEK @ Branch Mannger

SERVING NORTHERN CALIFORNLA
SINCE 1980 www.bowc.com

For more than 25 years, Bank of Walnut Creek has sel the
standard for customer service in the Greater East Bay. We look forward
to continuing that tradition. Thank you for your lovalty.

MEMBER FDIC @ EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

New Fire Chief Brings Years of
Experience to Job

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

he Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection

District’s (MOFPD) new chief, Pete
Nowicki, bringsyears of experienceand an
enthusiastic attitude to his new post in
Orinda. He has been with the MOFPD for
over 23 years. Prior to his appointment as
firechief, Nowicki wasabattalion chief and
personnel officer. He is also an instructor
for technical rescues and sits on the board
of directors for the fire service workers
compensation system.

“1 have always wanted to be afireman,”
says the new chief, who lives in San
Francisco with his wife, Angela. “I took
some medical classes while a student at
Lincoln High in San Francisco and just
liked the idea of being helpful.” Following
high school, Nowicki studied both fire
science and criminology at City Collegein
San Francisco before enlisting inthe United
StatesNavy for atour on active duty. Upon
his transfer to the Navy Reserve, Nowicki
enrolled in paramedic school before
completing a baccalaureate degree in
physical education and a master’s degree
in exercise physiology at San Francisco
State University.

“1"mvery happy to be herein Orindaand
work with this wonderful department,”
Nowicki comments. “It is a pleasure to
work in an educated, caring community
where peoplearewilling to assist you. This
department was one of the first to have

SALLY HOGARTY
Pete Nowicki is the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection
District's new chief.

paramedics and trench rescue capahilities.
Itsprograms are recogni zed throughout the
area,” he adds.

Nowicki plans to continue many of the
programs begun by retiring chief Jim
Johnston. “ Jim a ready had somewonderful
programsin place such as weed abatement
with fire marshal Tanya Hoover doing
flyovers to check on progress and the
department’s emphasis on wellness and
safety. We're heads and tail s above so many
other agencies,” he explains. Nowicki aso
saysthat the M OFPD hasreceived funding
from a grant for increased staffing for a
second ambulance crew. In addition, six
new firefighters have been hired to replace
the eight who retired in March.

CHARLES JARRETT

Annual Fundraiser at Adult Respite Center

The Lamorinda Adult Respite Center
(formerly known as Valley Adult Day Care)
at Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church, 433
Moraga Way, will hold its annual
fundraiser on Saturday, September 23
from 5- 9:30 p.m. This family-oriented
event thatwill include pony cart rides and
face painting for children, a barbecue
dinner, entertainment by the Judy Brown
Band, and raffle. The respite center
provides activities and care for adults
suffering from memory loss conditions
such as Alzheimer's and other forms of
dementia. The group also co-sponsors a
caregiver support group that meets at the
church. For more information call
254-3422 or go on-line to
www.holyshepherd.org.

@ Acrylic - $15.00

AJ Nails

REOPENED!

Complete nail care for men and women.

@ Pink & White - $25.00
@ Manicure & Pedicure - $25.00

Special Massage Chairs - Sanitized Equipment

M-F10a.m.-7 p.m., Sat. 9a.m. -6 p.m.
Closed Sundays
Walk-ins Welcome
1 Orinda Way, Suite 3 @ 253-1188
Behind Orinda Shell

@ Gel - $22.00
@ Silk - $22.00
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Orinda Safeway to Get a Facelift

By PAT RUDEBUSCH

Assistant Editor

he Orinda Safeway may have been the

store people love to hate, but that will
soon change asthecity’sonly grocery store
undergoes a major interior redesign.
Confined to a footprint that would be
deemed too small by today’s standards,
Safeway’sOrindastore has struggled to find
the spaceto bring an ever-increasing range
of productsto itscustomerswhile providing
aisles wide enough for the customers to
navigate.

Safeway officials acknowledge that a
redesign of the Orindastorehasbeeninthe
planning stages for several years with the
first design application submitted to the city
four years ago. The redesign effort didn’t
pick up traction until this past spring,
however, when city councilmember Steve
Glazer set up aseries of community forums
with residentsand Safeway representatives.
A revised design application hassince been
submitted and renovation work was begun
last month.

Safeway hopes to keep remodel-rel ated
inconveniences to a minimum by
scheduling most of the work during the
night. Thefootprint of the storewill remain
the same at 32,000 sq. ft., but the redesign
will provide approximately 2000 sg. ft. of
additional salesfloor space by moving the
locations of some departments and
incorporating modern refrigeration units
that take up less space. The exterior is not
expected to change much as the company
strives to maintain the existing village
character.

Safeway spokesperson Jennifer Webber
says that the redesign will keep with the
company’s new “Lifestyle” format for its
stores. Similar to the newly redesigned
Moraga Safeway, Orinda's store will have
awarmer interior as reflected in the color
choices for the walls and floors, and

lighting that will better highlight the quality
of the food. The goal, she says, isto make
amore pleasant shopping experience.

Other substantial changes include an
expanded deli, moved to the front of the
store, with more pre-cooked, take-out
options as well as a sushi bar and carving
station with freshly roasted poultry and/or
meat. The deli area also will feature a
gourmet cheese table, olive bar, and soup
cart. Expanded, full-service meat and
seaf ood sections and more organic produce
are planned, as well.

The proposed changes were welcomed
by residents attending last spring’s
community forums. Orindaresident David
Mayeri notes, “The Orinda Safeway has
been disappointing, but Steve got people
together and it was great to see that they
[Safeway representatives] wereresponsive
to our suggestions. What alot of peopleare
looking for is an alternative to having to
drive to Whole Foods or Berkeley Bowl or
Andronico’s to get the selection of quality
fruits and vegetables — both organic and
regular —as well as gourmet deli-prepared
meals. We're looking forward to seeing
what the remodel will bring.”

One new element to be introduced is a
Starbuckskiosk, which has prompted some
to question whether Orinda needs another
Starbucks, especialy given thefact that one
exists across the street from Safeway.
Webber explains, “We aways work with
Starbucks on our remodels to determine
whether it's a good idea for both of us.
Having a Starbucks in the store is a
convenience for our shoppers who like to
sip their coffee while shopping. It's part of
our “Lifestyle” format to provide apleasant
shopping experience.” Theinclusion of the
Starbucks kiosk should not diminish the
efficiency of checkout lanes, she says. “A
redesign likethisallowsusto look at better
ways to structure the check-out lanes. For

[See SAFEWAY page 10]

Saving Orinda's History Despite Decon-

struction, Damp and the Dark of Night

m Susan Ross given
Award of Merit from His-
torical Societies

By DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

ge lives in the house her parents built
nVallecito Lane before shewas born.
She learned to swim at Park Pool before
she could walk, and sherode the school bus
toAcalanesHigh School, thelast of Orinda
teenagersto go there.

It was not for her deep Orinda roots,
however, that Susan Ross was given an
Award of Merit by the California
Conference of Historical Societies at a
meeting in San Mateo on June 24, 2006,
which was followed by an Award of
Recognition by the Orinda City Council on
July 18. It was for her volunteer work
organizing the materials of the Orinda
Historical Society when it moved to its
home on the ground floor of the new Orinda
Library.

Before the new library was built, the
Orinda Historical Society (OHS) archives
were kept next to the kindergarten rooms
at theold OrindaUnion School that became
the community center. “It was a total
dump,” she says.

To prepare for the library construction,
the archives had to be inventoried and
packed for storage until being moved into
its new home in 2001. But that wasn’t the
end. The new space flooded twice in the
torrential rains of 2003. Ross kept track of
the volunteers who salvaged the materials
that would otherwise have been lost.

“Few people know or careand fewer still
have a clue about how archivistsfunction,”

[See ROSS page 10]

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Susan Ross of the Orinda Historical Society.
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On November 7, 2006

Vote YES on Measure

FIX ORINDA’S ROADS
Paid for by the Fix Orinda's Roads Committee, Elisabeth Jewel Treasurer, FPPC #1288418, P.O. Box 244 Orinda, CA 94563
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PG&E / COFFEE WARS

0 PG&E from page 5

reachesthemillions. Although asignificant
amount of money is involved, PG& E has
been slow to respond in a positive manner
to the community. Orinda residents have
sent a number of letters and filed claim
forms, requesting compensation for their
losses, and attended a town meeting to
discuss the problem with a PG&E
representative.

When Whitsitt issued her claim form, a
PG&E claims investigator, Mary Hons,

Authentic Cuisine
of Thailand

e Family Owned

¢ 3 Generations of Thai
cooking experience

¢ All sauces made fresh

e Full Bar

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11-2
Dinner: Mon.-Sun. 4:30-9:00

23 F Orinda Way, Orinda
(925) 253-1975

responded denying any compensation.
Hons argued, “On April 12, 2006, a duck
flew into a high voltage distribution 12kV
line in the vicinity of the San Pablo
reservoir. The duck’simpact caused two of
the high voltage conductors to come
together and burn apart... A bird flying into
the middle of aspan of power linesisavery
unusual occurrence and falls into the
category of an act of nature. There was no
unreasonable act of omission by PG& E that
caused the surge and outage.” She
suggested that Whitsitt discuss her losses
with her insurance company.

Michele Houston, another affected
resident, spoke to her TV repair center,
about her losses and was informed that a
similar power surge happened in Antioch
where residents engaged PG& E in a very
long court battle. In the end, PG&E paid
the claims, although they initially blamed
the incident on a drunk driver, who hit a
light pole, which they said caused the
extreme power surge.

According to Whitsitt, however, affected
Orindaresidents are not looking for along
court battle. Instead, they want PG&E to
make amore compassionate responseto the
customers that rely on their company for
service. Residents want to know the exact
number of homes affected and the estimated
dollars lost. Concerned residents may get
their answers at acommunity meeting with
PG&E. According to City Manager Janet
Keeter, who interceded with PG&E on
behalf of local residents, the utility has
agreed to a public meeting in mid-
September in the Orinda Library
Auditorium. The exact meeting date will
be posted on the City of Orinda website,
www.ci.orinda.ca.us.

Kitchien & Bath Desgign

DAGMAR THIEL, CKD, CERTIFIED KITCHEN DESIGNER

» Consulting
» Design
¢ Space Planning

WWW.DAGMARTHIELDESIGN.COM
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in next, aVictoria's Secret?’

An Intense Brew

Consider the significance of the Peet’s
approval in light of various changes and
pressures underway in the commercial
district:

e Once Peet’s opens, Orinda will be
hometo six coffee shops, or 3.4 per 10,000
residents. Seattle, which spawned the U.S.
coffee craze in the 1990s, hosts 2.5 shops
per 10,000, according to amarket-research
study by NPD Group. And Anchorage,
Alaska, the most coffee-infused city inthe
U.S., where months of bitter cold and
darkness spark unbridled consumption, has
but 2.8 shops per 10,000.

* While $3-pluscoffeedrinksare within
most Orindans’ budgets, thetown isalmost
devoid of the core 18-to-35 demographic
that isthelifeblood of most takeout shops.
The fact that Orinda lacks the pedestrian
traffic that normally fuels downtown
coffeeshop openings makes the council’s
decision doubly curious.

« City officiasjust recently discovered
that Starbucks will be opening a coffee
stand inside the Orinda Safeway — directly
across fromits OrindaVillage shop and its
third local outlet. Some city officials are
still incensed that Theatre Square's owner
used a zoning loophole to bring in
Starbucks No. 2 without their knowledge
or approval.

¢ Orinda residents arguably are forcing
the council to bring in more chain stores
like Peet’sto boost the city’s meager sales-
tax revenue. While many don’t want
“outsiders’ patronizing their main street
stores, they also don’t widely patronize
their local retailers.

It's possible a community comprised
largely of children and 35-and-over adults
can support this many outlets, but only if
they vastly differentiate their product
offerings and ambience, say business
consultantswho adviseindependent coffee-
store owners.

Matt Milletto, consulting director for
Bellissimo Coffee Infogroup in Portland,
knows of one Oregon town of 2,500 on I-5
that boasts eight drive-throughs, but they
cater almost entirely to traveling motorists.

“A lot of shops can operate selling 300
cups a day and be successful because of
the higher profit marginsin this business,”
said Milletto, who is also training director
for the American Barista and Coffee
School.

An Inconvenient L aw

Mayor Bill Judge supported Peet’s,
believing it will be a good draw as a
destination spot. Peet’s encourages time-
whilers and business people alike to
convene indefinitely around its tables.

Added pluses as Judge seesit: Peet’swill
be open until 9 p.m., unlike Royal Grounds
and Geppetto’s Café in Orinda Village,
which both close after lunchtime. And more
than half its sales come from non-takeout
drinks — coffee beans, tea, brewing
equipment, and “noshables’ — giving it a
broader mix than just cups of Joe-to-go.

“1"m of the view the local coffee shops
will al keep their loyal customers,” Judge
said.

The council voted for Peet’s only after a
rare move in which the planning director
took no position on the application, the
planning commission voted it down dueto
aloca law barring “similar uses’ within
300 feet, and the commission chairman
himself appealed for a city council vote —
rather than Peet’s filing an appeal.

Planning Director Emmanuel Ursu
recalls the commission appealing on an
applicant’sbehalf only twiceinthelast five
years. Still, he supports the outcome —and
the council’s ensuing decision to drop the
300-foot rule to allow it wider discretion
in redevel oping downtown.

“We don’'t’ want to have our handstied
with aspecific quantitative measure of how
far apart uses need to be,” Ursu said.

Opening Day
Peet’s Coffee and Tea expectsto open by

year-end with seating for at least 25 in a
vastly larger customer space than Brooks
Breads, which closed after 19 years in
business.

Bruce Schroder, vice president of retail
stores, says the new location can succeed
with Orinda’s older demographic and will
take pressure off surrounding stores such
as Pete'sin Lafayette, which operates at or
beyond capacity.

For now, Geppetto's Café owner Susan
Fitzs mmonsis|eft wondering what impact
the new Starbucks Safeway location will
have on her business and fellow
independent Café Teatro in the Orinda
Library building.

After opening in 1994, Geppetto’s
maintained a product mix of 50 percent
takeout coffee and 50 percent food — even
following the Starbucks' opening in Orinda
Village. It wasonly after the Theatre Square
Starbucks opened that Fitzsimmons' coffee
salesfell to 30 percent of the total.

“1 like Peet’'s and | like the way they do
business; | was more angered when the
second Starbucks went in,” Fitzsimmons
said. “There just aren’t enough people in
thistown to support al these coffee shops.
I'll just have to keep working on our lunch
business to keep us going.”

Said Planning Commission Chairman
Terry Murphy: “The question may be not
at what point do you have too many coffee
shops, but at what point do you have too
many Starbucks?’

Appreciation of the Finer
- Things in Life Starts Young

Surround them with beauty created
by master artisans
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3571 Mt. Diablo Blvd.
» Lafayette, CA 94549
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www.fastframe.com
Stop by and see us during the Lafayette
Art & Wine Festival, Sept 16-17
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THE ORINDA HOUSE

A New House in Orinda Combines Video Art, Blues and Jazz, and Food

By BUDDY AKACICH
Contributing Writer

ithin the bucolic community of

downtown Orinda, arelatively new
addition to the town’s eateries combines a
love of art, food, and good jazz. Your first
vision upon entering The Orinda House,
located on the Crossroads side, is of three
plasma digital video screens on the back
wall. This is an innovation initiated by
owner Ron Bonner intended totitillate and
maybe sate the appetitefor visua art. It'sa
system provided by galleryplayer.com,
which originated in Seattle. What's on
display? Classic works of art from Renoir
to Monet, Picasso, Van Gogh, Chagal, and
Dali. Additional eye candy comes in the
form of National Geographic sand and
seascapes, vineyards, and waterfalls. To
Bonner, this is an attempt to provide a
uniqueway of utilizing technology to share
fine art and visual features with his
customers.

All age groups are welcome at The
OrindaHouse and asBonner putsit, “What
I’ve done here is to bring together under
one roof acomprehensive collection of al
my previous lives that embrace the visual
arts” Bonner says proudly that he has
witnessed young persons in his club
discussing classic art seemingly as a
function of his video screens. He hastily
pointsout that the earsare similarly served
with live jazz on Thursday through
Saturday evenings. The next impressive
innovation of note is what's thought to be
theonly waterfall bar back setting in Contra
Costa County. You're able to sit there in
style while contemplating an agua cascade
asyou sip your martini.

Bonner, whose resume includes a stint
as a professional musician and a number
of years in the information technology
landscape, has a passion for the arts and
cooking along with an overriding pleasure
to see people have fun. He opened The
OrindaHouse on Friday, January 13, 2006,
— possibly not an auspicious day for many
but one that Bonner hopes will be lucky as

he struggles through his first year in
operation. “I retired some two years ago
from my career in information technology
and settled into ahomein Brentwood with
my wife. The‘honey do’ list and theremote
got old, and | just had an itch to immerse
myself in a food services venture. |
researched my options then attempted to
hedge my bet with something unique and
different that would call onthefive senses.”

One of his dreams is for The Orinda
House to become aYoshi’s East — big shoes

SALLY HOGARTY
Singer Janice Saunders performs a blues
number during a crowded Saturday night at The
Orinda House.

to try to fill considering that Yoshi’sisthe
premier jazz room in the East Bay with an
elegant setting and epic Japanese cuisine.
Still, it seemslike an eminently noble goal.

Bonner proudly proclaims that his jazz
roster isfirst rate with Eddie and Madeline
Duran, Pete Yellen, Mike Greenfield, and
Warren Gale, al of whom are mgjor label
recording artists. Then, there's pianist
Marshall Otwell and drummer Bob
Belanski, who also serve asmusic directors
for The Orinda House. “This is the real
stuff. These guys have played with Cal
Tjader and Vince Guaraldi,” explains
Bonner. According to Bonner, historically
Moraga Way was a place where

General
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speakeasies, blues, jazz, and card clubs
once abounded. “Why would you want to
struggle with bumper to bumper conditions
inthe Caldecott Tunnel and pay the current
cost per gallon, when you can have afine
night of food, art, and jazz music right here
in Orinda?” he asks. Sounds like
compelling rhetoric.

When asked about the quality of food,
which received something less than arave
review in the Contra Costa Times, Bonner
visualy bristles. “The food is good here,
case closed,” he replies. “Look, it may not
be Chez Panisse, but our pricesarefriendly.
We serve an aged rib eye steak for $23.
Where else can you get that? Plus, we have
awarm family centric setting with unique
sensory entertainment.” Bonner notes that
his customersresponded to the review with
letters disputing what had been said. “1 have
a lead chef that does California cuisine.
What that includes is scallops, prawns,
eggplant parmesan, steaks, chicken, and
seafood all servedinfull portions,” headds.

Unfortunately, Bonner saysthat business
is“mediocre at best. I1t's maybe 50 percent

of what | would need to make it solvent.
What you see here is my personal
investment. | love it. It's my home away
from home and al | seek isareturn on my
investment. Break even works for me. I'm
not hereto get rich.”

Bonner has|ooked into various forms of
advertising for his fledgling restaurant.
“Orinda has a sign ordinance which puts
limits on what | can do here,” he explains.
“Peet’s Coffee is opening soon next door,
and | think that will help.

Bonner, however, believesthe Lamorinda
community will embrace The Orinda
House eventually. “Our strength is music
and the digital arts. This is a strong
community for jazz and art with ahistorical
background of support for these mediums.
My belief isthat it's areciprocal equation
here” hesays. “ Thiscommunity needs me,
and | need them. I'm here to stay, and I'm
committed to succeeding.”

The Orinda House is open Tuesdays
through Sundays with music Thursdays
through Sundays. Call 258-4445 for
reservations.
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OpreN Tug-Fri, 10:00-5:30 Sat 10:00-5:00
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BETWEEN THE LINES

s we slide somewhat regretfully into
September — Henry James said the
words “summer afternoon” were the two
most beautiful words in the English

Facticon
CLEANERS

1 Year Anniversary

Grace and Hosung Chung
with 20 years experience in the
cleaning industry.

(Former owners of Meader’s Cleaners
in San Francisco)

Offering dry cleaning, laundry,
mending, and alteration services.

September Special
20% OFF
Alterations with this coupon.

. i Fi
140 Village Square » -
(Behind Sefeway) ~ We C)
Orinda, CA 94563 our
(925) 254-6409 customers

Between the Lines

Goodbye Summer — Hello Fall!

Marian Nielsen, Orinda Books

language — we can remember that one of
the pleasures of the past summer was the
delightful The Devil Wears Prada with
Meryl Streep’sbravuraperformance giving
the whole film atouch of magic each time
she tossed her silver head. Lauren
Weisenberg's novel, a bestseller in 2005,
provided just the right springboard for the
visual fashion treats the movie provided.
Serendipitously — for bookstores — the
movie sent many of those who had missed
the book when it came out two years ago
into the store to pick up a copy.

In bookstores, thereisaways excitement
when favorite books make their way to the
big screen. Usually, the film version gives
a book a new day in the sun. The novels
slated for the screen in the near future
promise avariety of cinematic adventures.
Oneto be looked forward to is Peace Like
aRiver, Leif Enger’swarm and wonderful
story of a Minnesota farm family — an
Orinda Books favorite three years ago. It
will star Billy Bob Thornton as the
Keilloresgue father.

Another title that continuesto be sought
after and to resonate with young adult
readersisfinally scheduled to cometo the
screen. Into the Wid by Jon Krakauer is
the tragic story of 24-year-old Chris

OF

Thursday, September 7 » 4 pm
UIFFRA LAY JACQUELINE WINSPEAR

ppeayance

Wi DopEs investigates the mysterious
death ol a controversial artist—and
World War | veteran—in the fourth Calry
in the bestselling series.

"Hl'l I“.:':.lk‘! are Il'\‘! 'l‘r'll'::l ':I.||.||||.‘| |||||.||
why-dunits, more P James than Agatha
Christie. Although the plots center on
solving murders, the crimes are rooted in
the: turmail and enormous social changes
created b:,.' the First Wiorld War'

—UISA Today

ORINDA BOOKS

276 VILLAGE SQUARE + 925/254-7606

MOMDAY-FRIDAY |06, SATURDAY 95, SUNDAY 11-4 - WWW.ORINDABOOKS.COM

Would you trust your
Realtor to hold your newborn
child on his shoulder for an
hour, while you signed your
escrow papers???

Well, my clients did....

There’s not much | wouldn’t do
for my clients!

Prudential

California Realty
51 Moraga Way,
Orinda,Ca 94563

Call for a FREE Market Analysis

www.prurealty.com/theperlsteins

Bill Perlstel
Realtor Associate
(925) 383-1477

billy.perlstein@prurealty.com

McCandlesswho, in 1992, |eft civilization
behind and headed into the remoteAlaskan
wilderness. Four months later, a hunter
found McCandless's emaciated corpse at
his campsite. Due out in 2007, the movie,
directed by Sean Penn, will feature Emile
Hirsch as Chris and William Hurt and
Marsha Gaye Harden as his parents.

A film that will be eagerly anticipated
by the hundreds of |ocal readerswho loved
the book is The Other Boleyn Girl, based
on Philippa Gregory’s engrossing novel.
Natalie Portman plays Anne Boleyn and
Eric Bana, last seen in Munich, will be
Henry VIII.

Appearing at Orinda Books
Philippa Gregory herself is one of the

starsinthefal lineup of author appearances
scheduled at OrindaBooks. Shewill behere
to discuss and sign her books on Tuesday,
October 10 at 2 p.m. Her Tudor series, The
Other Boleyn Girl, The Queen’s Fooal, and
The Constant Princess, just out in
paperback, is historical fiction that has
proved immensely popular with local book
groups.

Readerswho wereintroduced to Gregory
with this series also turned to her earlier
novels, the Wideacre trilogy, set in the
1770s — the story of the Lacey family
(Wideacre, Favored Child, and Meridon) —

as well as Earthly Joys and Virgin Earth,
based on the lives of John Tradescant the
Elder and the Younger, 17" century royal
gardeners, whose collections were to
become the foundation of the Ashmolean
Museum at Oxford. Her novels have been
highly praised; her attention to detail
informs us at the same time her narrative
skills engage and intrigue.

Another Englishwoman, who emigrated
from the United Kingdom to the U.S. in
the ‘90s, will visit Orinda Books in
September. Jacqueline Winspear, whose
excellent Maisie Dobbs serieshas garnered
so many fans, will be at the bookstore on
Thursday, September 7 at 4 p.m. to tell us
something about the very newest Maisie
Dobbs mystery, Messenger of Truth, just
published on August 22.

Threeyearsago, Winspear introduced us
to Maisie Dobbs, who began her life as a
servant in aBelgraviamansion. At the onset
of World War |, she enrolled as a nurse,
found and lost love, and returned from the
war to become a private investigator. The
legacy of the Great War is part of each of
the Maisie mysteries as is a world in the
throes of social change. Come to Orinda
Books on September 7 and find out how
JacquelineWinspear researches and creates
each Maisie adventure. For acurrent listing
of author events, visit orindabooks.com.

0 ROSS from page 7

wrote Mary Ellen Jones, regional vice
president of the California Conference of
Historical Societiesin recommending Ross
for the award. “She prepared collection
inventories, vital to maintaining control
materials while waiting in storage for a
permanent home’

Road to Saving OHS Archives
Ross graduated from San Jose State with

a teaching and school library credential.
After 32 years working as school librarian
in San Francisco, ending with 12 years at
Galileo High School, sheretired in June of
1998.

She joined OHS when it offered a tour
of theBuehler’sFrank L1oyd Wright home.
Her neighbor, Kathy Sylvester, was
president. “She thought Lucy Hupp
Williams and | would make good vice
presidents.”

Sincethen, “Retirementisjustablur. I'm
just now learning to say, ‘No.””

She will, however, say “Yes’ to other
volunteers to staff the archives when the
officeis open on Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday from 3to 5 p.m.

Donations still needed for the archives
include:

 Photographsor drawings of landscapes,
structures, people, events, or artwork and
blue prints,

e Items with a local business or

organization imprint, especially defunct
ones, likeBlack’'sMarket, Ogden’s, Grizzly
Stables, The Willows, and Orinda Bakery.

* Yearbooks, class photos, or any school
items,

* Videos, movies, or audio recordings of
sports or other events,

 Written or photographic records about
special issues such as the theater,
incorporation, railroads, and parades,

* Publications by Orindaresidents, past
or present,

» Maps, scrapbooks, phone books, old
newspapers, letters or other documents,

* Itemsabout the past, including bottles,
badges, sports equipment, scouting
paraphernalia, toys, school reading
materials, or ranch equipment, and

* Characterizations of lifein Orinda.

For donations, call OHS at 254-1353
or Dan Holmes at 254-3360 or
dholmes@si erranevada.org.

0 SAFEWAY from page 7

instance, we may find that a store needs
more lanes for 15 items or less.” The
express lanes for smaller orders can be
accommodated by two registersin onelane.
Warren saysthat Safeway expectsto have
work completed on the Orinda store by the
end of thisyear. In the meantime, Safeway
officials hope that customers will be
forgiving as the store undergoes the most
substantial remodel it has seen.

Christian Science Reading Room

A place for solutions through prayer.

Stop in.
Read.
Discuss.
Think.
Pray.
No pressure.
Just spiritual support.

31 Moraga Way, Orinda
Across from the Orinda Theater

254-5757
Mon 11-8, Tue-Fri 11-5, Sat 11-2
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4TH OF JULY

T
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SALLY HOGARTY
(L-R) Erica Volker, Dr.Weylen Eng, Dr. Kristine Eng, and Sheryl Guillory of Orinda Optometry Group
created the colorful 4th of July windows that took first place.

Best Musical Group — Heavy Metal Brass Band

Largest Group — Sleepy Hollow Swim and Tennis Club
Best Antique Car — Steven Tool

Most Original Mode of Transportation — Sharon Beckwith
Best Costumes — Orinda Historical Society

Best Animal Group — Loretta’s Good Citizen Canines

Best Family Group — Coupin Family

Best Community Service Group — Orinda Rotary

Best Old Fashioned Float — Friends of Wagner Ranch Nature Area
Most Clever Theme Unit — Chamber of Commerce

Best Flag Waving — The Orinda Preschool

Best Mascot — Meadow Swim Club

Best Decorated Group Vehicle — Bavarian Court Kids

Best Preschool — Diablo Valley Montessori

Best Spirit Group — Lamorinda Democratic

Best Equestrian Unit — 4-Horse Hitch, Bank of America and Andersen Travel
Best Dancers— Miramonte High School Cheerleaders

Best Church Group — Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church
Most All American — Blue Star Moms

Best Quorum — Orinda City Council

Most Gray Hair — Seniors Around Town

Best Young Entry — Firehouse School

Best Marching Group — Orinda Pick Up Band

Best Cheer — Orinda Park Pool

Most Enthusiastic Group — Orinda Country Club

Best Commercial Entry — Intero Real Estate

Loudest Group — Moraga Valley Pool

Best Realty Group — Prudential Real Estate

Most Informative — Orinda M oraga Fire Department

Best Classy Cars— Orinda Motors

Most Artistic — Orinda Arts Council

Most Philanthropic — Order of the Eastern Star

Best Choreography — Orinda Community Church

BEST OVERALL (FIRST PLACE) — ORINDA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

[ lr,-_. : ':.___1_
ORINDA 10™ SEASON

Saturdays, 9 a.m. — 1 p.m. May - November .
. Avenida de Orinda, Orinda Village 4
(925)431-8361  www.cocofarmar.org
“From Our Farms to Your Home”

4th of July Business Decorating Contest Winners

SALLY HOGARTY
Cheryl Buscaglia of Cheryl's Closet shows off
her window that won second place. The
consignment store took first place in last year’s

contest.

SALLY HOGARTY
(L-R) Melissa Lathram, Gail Woznak, and Pam
Cervantez pose in front of the Bank of Walnut
Creek in Orinda. The bank's stars and stripes
theme won third place.

.. Fara&ise

X B Residential Care Home in Orinda

CA License #075601179

Luxvurious Living in Orinda

4 € € <

Private Rooms Available

SAVE $500 (1st Month)
“Accepting Resident Applications”

¥ Trusted Residential Elderly Care By Appointment Only

(888) 988-4266

Warm & Comfortable Setting 40 Evergreen Drive
Friendly & Loving Caregivers Orinda, CA 94563

www.ParadiseCareHomes.com
ParadiseCareHomes@yahoo.com

a2 )

and regularly after that.

read an cye chart.

When should you get your
eyes checked, baby?

Your children are precious, aren't they! And one of their most
precious gifts are their eyes. That's why we encourage you to have your
children’s eyes examined first at nine months of age, again at three years,

Who are we? We're the University of California Eve Center in
Berkeley, a key part of UC's top-rated School of Oprometry. And we can
offer you a grear deal of expertise with youngsters' eyes.

TTl {:-1(:[, I'Ir.r!; at T;_:C '\'f'l‘fl'n't'. Lll‘f\'flﬁlptd w;l:f':i Loy [est kiﬂ,lhl r}fl‘:': W]‘Iilt
they play, w diagnose and trear any vision problems even before they can

uUucaB
We take most vision insurance plans, and accepr all
major credit cards. 5o bring in the whole family for their eye
CXAIMS. [\fr‘.'ll.]I” Jll:'l:i‘:l]l]!l.‘.l}" I.I:?\"{‘. our ]:.}"{‘. "x"-n:::ir f."jr.‘nﬂ.‘r, W'I!]'I il‘u
incredible selection of designer frames!) We'll look for you! Optometry

Free parking with your appointment next to Cal Memorial Stadium -
walk over or use our free shurtle!

(510) 642-2020 - Open to the public 7 days a week
www.caleyecare.org
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ORINDA IDOL

Songs of Summer...
Orinda Idol Finalists Warm Up

By Susan Garell
Contributing Writer

(14 xcited, happy, and nervous.” These
E are the words the Orinda Idol
finalistsuseto describe how they feel about
being chosen to compete for achanceto be
an Orinda Idol, sponsored by the Orinda
Arts Council (OAC), on September 10 at
the Orinda Theatre.

Word cameto the 33 finalistson May 26
after springtime auditions that included
over 200 aspiring Idols. Open to Orinda
residents grades K-12, thefinalistsinclude
six K-2 graders, ten 3-5 graders, 10
intermediate school students, and seven
high school students.

One winner will be chosen from each
grade group, with half the vote weighted
tothejudges and the other half by audience
vote. Winners will be named Orinda Idols
and awarded cash prizesranging from $200

for the youngest contestants up to $750 for
the high school students.

There wasn't much vocal rest for these
kids over the summer. When asked in July
how he was preparing, Max Coleman
responded, “1 am taking voice lessons
and... singing in the shower.”

Contestants were also learning the ropes
of show business. Some took headshot
photos for the first time, while others
compiled their biographies for the printed
program. Many of the contestants have
performedinlocal theater or singing groups
but, for some, this is their first serious
experience in the performing arts world.

Beyond the formalities and paperwork,
the OAC also kept the finalists busy
performing and promoting Orinda Idol
throughout the summer thereby providing
valuable experience.

Intermediate school finalists Neris
Newton and Jacqueline Garell serenaded

R E

llage

ASSOCIATES

R E A L E S TATE

View All Area Listings Online...

CALL'A F\Z i's< TTAHTOE MBPRSOOKI\IE_R

925 254-8585

www.clarkthompson.com

;f
L J
CoreKinetics

PILATES
EXERCISE AND REHAB WITH

COREKINETICS

IN ORINDA
PRIVATE AND SEMI PRIVATE SESSIONS
EQUIPMENT AND MAT WORK
RESISTANCE, NON-WEIGHT BEARING
PROMOTES WELL BALANCED,
EFFICIENT MOVEMENT IN YOUR DAILY
LIFE!

925-708-3279
We’ve moved to:
50 Vashell Way #120
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

LIC#018909

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR BUSINESS SINCE 1999
We are a small business with high standards.
925-212-5389 - adelanftwinscleaning.com
Please mention this ad and receive $20.00 off (ew clients only)

Family Owned and Operated

PETRA MICHEL

Orinda Idol finalists (back row L-R) Jacqueline Garell, Neris Newton, teacher Ron Pickett, and Ben
Freeman. (Front row L-R) Ryan Buchanan, Katie Marino, Suvi Gluskin, and Max Coleman.

the crowd from the back seat of Orinda
resident Bob Witt's classic ‘57 Chevy
convertible at Orinda's 4™ of July parade.
The OAC used the 4™ of July community
event to kick-off Orinda Idol, as well as
BirdHaus, the OAC’s summer community
art installation.

Aspiring Idolsa so had achanceto warm
their vocal chords amidst the summer
produce and the natural foods at the Orinda
Farmers Market in July.

Young contestants Sophia Li sweetly
sang “Edelweiss” and Tessa Viola
performed aswinging version of “ Open Up
Pandora.” Middle-schooler Connor Holton
wore tie-dye and brought along a bullhorn
to give his rendition of “Warm San
Francisco Nights.” Ben Freeman, an
Orindaresident who attends Bentley High
School, took market-goers back even
further as he sang a crooner’s version of
Bobby Troup’s 1946 “Route 66" which was
made a hit by Nat King Cole.

Whether singing or acting on the street
or in atheater, Ben Freeman describes the
value of these experiences for him.
“Constant performance offers education
that cannot be taught: the experiential
education of making your craft consistent.”

Other singers included Maritza Grillo,
Ryan Buchanan, Isabelle Johannessen,
Kacey Sorenson, Amrita Newton, Neris
Newton, and Jacqueline Garell. The July
performance and another in August were
made possible through OAC'’s partnership
with the Contra Costa Certified Farmers

Market, the organization that runs the
Orinda Farmers’ Market.

While the Orinda Farmer’s Market
provided solo opportunities, the middle and
high-school finalistsrehearsed group songs
with Ron Pickett, the music teacher at
Wagner Ranch and Glorietta schools.
These groups will be singing at the OAC
BirdHaus Gala and Auction on September
9, the night before the big competition.
They will also perform at the Lafayette
Food and Wine Festival thefollowing week.

Among the selectionswill bethe ABBA
classic, “Thank You for the Music,”
completewith harmony and choreography.
Ron Pickett brings extensive experience as
amusical theater performer and a director
of elementary school chorusesand musicals
in Orinda. He says he chose the popular
tune “because the words are great and it
sounds really good with a big group.”
Several of the finalists are members of the
Piedmont Choir and the Miramonte Chorus.

Both celebrity judges and the audience
will choose the Idols. Among the judgesis
Michael Davis of Teatro Zinzanni fame,
most recently as Chef Tad Overdone. An
Orinda resident with children at Wagner
Ranch and OIS, Davis is a professional
stage actor and comedian who has appeared
on Broadway. When asked about the value
of the process, he said he hopesthefindists
will get beyond their stress and fear and
“that the performers can learn to understand
their love of performing andtolearnto ‘feel

[See IDOL page 14]

In Patti’s World, Everyone’s A Winner!

Patti Camras

—r ~ Call Patti TODAY
: 1925.253.4609

T
eeding Expectations in Customer
ice In Lamorinda Real Estate

~ Since 1993

vw.patticamras.com




THE ORINDA NEWS = September 2006 « 13

BIRDHAUS FESTIVITIES

OAC’s BirdHaus Gala September 9

m Community and
schools arts enrichment
programs, Habitat for
Humanity benefit

By Darlene Davidge and

Ann Mordine
Contributing Writers

f you stopped by the Orinda Library

during thelong hot daysof July, strolled
through Theatre Square, or drove past
Woodhall Lake this summer, you're sure
to have noticed a few new houses around
Orinda. You can see a four-story villa, a
copper-topped barn, asprawling driftwood
dwelling glittering with colored glass, a
mini-Transamericatower in tones of green
— all for the birds!

Onthe4™ of July, the OrindaArts Council
unveiled BirdHaus, its summer 2006 art
installation of original birdhouses created
by artists, architects, and designers. On
display throughout Orinda during July and
August, the 65 upside down, single and
multi-unit, floating, hanging, and free-
standing homes for birds will be collected
September 1 at the Orinda Community
Center and Library for a final showing

before going on auction at the September
9 BirdHaus benefit gala. Proceedsfrom the
silent and live benefit auction will support
arts enrichment programs in local schools
and the community, as well as Mt. Diablo
Habitat for Humanity. The auction also
includes oil paintings, sculpture, theater
tickets, and more. Make sure to stop by the
Orinda Library Gallery to view more
artwork related to the benefit gala. And, if
you would liketo place advance or absentee
bids on your favorite items, bid forms are
available at the library.

TheBirdHaus benefit galabeginsat 6:30
p.m. under the starsin the Scul pture Garden
at the Orinda Community Center. Thegala
features cocktails and catering by Barbara
Llewellyn, live jazz by Bob Kliger's Soft
Jazz Trio and saxophonist Chase Michaels,
aswell asaspecial performance of finalists
from the OrindaArts Council’sOrinda I dol
youth performing arts showcase. Tickets
are $120 per person.

The OrindaArts Council is a non-profit
organization committed to enriching the
education and lives of area youth and
families by supporting local visual and
performing arts initiatives, including
school-based guest artist and docent visual
arts programs. In celebration of the greater

S.ALLY HOGARTY
"Bird Shadow" created by Rami Geller.

Orinda community, a portion of the
BirdHaus auction proceedswill benefit Mt.
Diablo Habitat for Humanity in support of
their work to bring affordable housing to
Contra Costa families in need. For more
information on the Orinda Arts Council’s
BirdHaus project and benefit gala, visit
www.orindaartscouncil .org/birdhaus, email
for an invitation to cac@bluestar.com, or
call the Orinda Arts Council at 925-386-
0440.

Theatre Square Art Festivities Set for September 10

m Orinda Arts Council’'s
Orinda Idol competition
finals, daylong family-
friendly art activities bee-
hives of creative activity

By Andrea Chowins
Contributing Writer

n Sunday, September 10, from 11 a.m.
t05:30 p.m., Theatre Squarewill bea
beehive of creative and performing arts

SALLY HOGARTY
"El Nido" created by Alexis Moran.

activities in conjunction with the Orinda
Idol Finals, which will be held at the
historic Orinda Theatre.

“We hope that the festival will bring
people together to participate in a variety
of arts and music activities,” said Petra
Michel, who is coordinating the Orindaldol
effort on behalf of the OrindaArts Council.
“Thisevent was created by the OrindaArts
Council to facilitate the experience of
making art with your own community and,
of course, to have fun!”

The family-friendly art activities will
include acommunity mural, sidewalk chalk
art, karaoke, a photography exhibit, and
interactive crafts for children, including
bird beak making, vegetable printmaking,
and origami bird folding. The Orinda
Farmers Market isa so sponsoring atasting
of organic vegetables and fruits.

“This free festival is a wonderful event
for al families and Orinda residents to
gather together to enjoy all that our
community has to offer — live music,
demonstrations, participatory activities,”
said OrindaArts Council member Frances
Smith. “It helpsto highlight what a special
community Orinda is and truly offers
something for everyone. I’'m delighted to
see it happen on this scale”

The festivities are held in conjunction
with the Orinda Idol student talent
competition, which showcases the talents
of 33 young finalistsfrom Orinda. Emcees
for the event include celebrity television
journalists Diane Dwyer, Leslie Brinkley,

17
ARTHUR AMOS, D.D.S.

98 Davis Ro W& = OmMNDA, CA 94583

(925) 254-4877
www.AMosDDS.com

Voted “Hest of the Enst Bay™ m 2000 by Diablo Magoeine readers.

and AnnaWerner. Middle and high school
finalists and all winners of the Orindaldol
competition will also be performing at
Lafayette’s 2006 Art and Wine Festival
September 16 and 17, where more than
50,000 people from Lamorinda and
surrounding Bay Area communities can
hear them perform.

For more information on how you can
support your Orinda Idol finalists,
contact Petra Michel at the Orinda Arts
Council at 925-386-0440 or email
orindaidol @bluestar.com. More infor-
mation on all arts-related programs by the
Orinda Arts Council can be found at
www.orindaartscouncil.org.

PAesthetics
Be Original.

Aesthetics is a
Proud Sponsor of

BirdHaus

SALLY HOGARTY
"Bird's Chair" created by Francis Tam.

ORINDA CLEANERS

First Class Quality Cleaning
with Fair Prices
EXPERT ALTERATIONS
37 Moraga Way e Orinda, CA 94563

7-6 Phone: 8:30-4
MON-FRI 254-5155 SAT

jewelrg

accessories

OPEN
Mon - Sat
10to 6

www.shopaesthetics.com

SALES, INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

SINCE 1960
Hardwoods Baseboards
Carpets Pergo
Tile Vinyl

MESFLOQO
3PE_;OVERI NG R

cort. Lic. #54814p

All Brands
FREE IN-HOUSE ESTIMATES

JAMES BACA
(925) 934-0877

=

art

THEATRE
SQUARE

John Root Hopkins Lucky acrylic on wood 17"x 14"

Experience The Difference!

234-9349

www.AthRemodel.com

3% Small Jobs Welcome

Serving Orinda For 28 Years | |

Bath & Kitchen Remodeling
Complete Handyman Services

References Proudly Given

' ] ¢ Always The Best Home Repairs & Remodeling
ey Lic#76

185 Licensed, Bonded & Insured
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Sherman Swim School

sessions begin every 3 weeks 4‘
W

skills for life
Since 1961

M-W-F or T-Th
day and evening classes

swimming: infants thru adults
diving: beginning thru advanced

Availab:er J private & semi-private classes in 90° water
nt fo
topr:rties! Voted "Family Favorite" by the Bay Area Parent Magazine —~

1075 Carol Lane « Lafayette (off Mt. Diablo)

See our new website: shermanswim.com

925-283-2100

Your Home!

F R E E Listings & Real Estate Advisory Consultation
By Appointment Only - (800) 825-3441

50 Vashell Way, Suite 260 « Orinda « 94563
www.rkbRealEstate.com » Investing Since 1986

Discover the benefits of 9|
composting with two, easy- &

" plus tax
to-use hins!

The S5mith & Hawken Biostack
and Morsemen Earth Machine
are now available at half of
regular retail price!

Order today!

Binstack
Available by mail-
order only. Shipping
Cost Included!

Earth
906- 1806 | Machine
Home Composting
0 A
Bus}' PEH]] E www.wastediversion.org Conler -‘*I-L
Ofr ivblidi 13 ooy of [l Labpverin. Moragn, O, e Baron. Wainet Crose and svconporemi Gl 1Yy -I.--I.-.-- Fi ul
iy v ey Spoemoent by e Comersd C g otz Sole) Mg oty el B Dty of i Rl
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After all, it’s your mental health.

As a mental health physician, Dr. Gordon specializes in helping women
and men like you better manage the pressures of everyday life with
psychotherapy and medication.

Dr. Gordon has been an Orinda resident for over 25 years and prac-
tices in Orinda. People have chosen her to help them resolve prob-
lems of depression, anxiety and troubled relationships, or to simply
cope with the day to day stress of the home and workplace.

Call Dr. Gordon today to schedule your initial consultation.

After all, it’s your mental health.

Medical Health Physician, and Author

Endless Summer Classic Car Show

Benefits Senior Ride Program
= 3 ST s = F:-. 1

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Fifty classic cars will be on display at Orinda Motors on September 9 from 9 a.m. -
1 p.m. Coordinated by Chip Herman and sponsored by Orinda Motors, this year's show
benefits the Orinda Association's Seniors Around Town program. Bo's BBQ of Lafayette
will serve food from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. while participants enjoy live musical entertainment.
At 1 p.m., a parade of cars will tour downtown Orinda. A donation to the senior ride program
guarantees a ride in one of these classics. Car owners who wish to participate should

contact Sean Kimble at seankimble@hotmail.com.

O IDOL from page 12

the audience.

Whether named an Idol or not, fellow
Orinda resident and NBC11 weekend
anchor Diane Dwyer believesthe kids will
win something very important. “When
children perform (in front of abig audience
or in front of family at home) it improves
their self-esteem and gives them valuable
experience. No matter what they end up
doing in life, there will always be
presentations to be made.” Diane will be
joined in hosting the competition by two
other Bay Area television news
personalities, Leslie Brinkley (ABC7) and
AnnaWerner (CBS5).

After interviewing thefinalists, it appears
that Orinda Idol will be just one stop on a
journey for kids who have already
embraced singing and performing as an
important part of their lives. For some, like
high schooler Suvi Gluskin, it started very
early. “When | waslittle | sang along with
Disney songs and | haven't stopped, yet.”
Fellow Miramonte student Sarah Ames
says, “Singing is a huge part of my life. |
sing everyday, almost constantly.” And
Jacqueline Garell says, “Itismy life”

Fourth grader Maritza Grillo, who sang
“She’sin LoveWiththe Boy” at the Orinda
Farmers Market with Nashvilleflair, isalso
looking to the future: “1 want to make my
own CD.” As for her mother, Vicky, she
sums up the sentiments of many of the
parents, teachers, and volunteers involved
in Orinda Idol competition. “My most
important goal out of thisfor Maritzaisfor
her to have fun and enjoy herself”

The final competition will take place on
September 10, between 11:30a.m. and 5:15
p.m. at the Orinda Theatre. Admission is
free. Doors open 15 minutes prior to each

competition.
Schedulefor the day:

11:30-12 p.m. - Competition Group 1,
GradesK-2

Emcee: Diane Dwyer, NBC11

Contestants:
Wylie Hughs Kaylie Parr
Sophia Li Lauren Pejza
Joe Metheny TessaViola

12:30-1:30 p.m. - Competition Group 2,

Grades 3-5

Emcee: AnnaWerner, CBS5
Contestants:

NicolaGonzales Gabriella Kreutzelman

Maritza Grillo Julia Meckes
Connor Holton Amrita Newton
Isabelle Johannessen  Hayley Reardon

Grayson Judge Kacey Sorenson

2:00-3:15 p.m. - Competition Group 3,
Grades 6-8

Emcee: Leslie Brinkley, ABC7

Contestants:
Matthew Barber Grace Hilty
Ryan Buchanan Kristin Hilty
Max Coleman Katie Marino
Faith Engstrom Zoe Michelson
Jacqueline Garell Neris Newton

3:45-4:45 p.m. - Competition Group 4,
Grades 9-12
Emcee: Leslie Brinkley, ABC7

Contestants:
Sarah Ames Suvi Gluskin
Justine Arvold Kellyn Severson
Alexis Daniels Elliott Taylor

Ben Freeman

5:15 p.m. - Announcement of Finalists
for All Four Groups

classes

well-cared-for school horses

10 minutes from Lamorinda

Bottomley Farm

@ Unigue and innovative horsemanship

@ Campsfor children and adults year-round
@& Small class size and individual attention
from certified instructors on well-trained,

bottomleyfar m.com
1131 Bear Creek Road

925.228.3766
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DEL REY LUNCH PROGRAM

Edamame and Positive Peer Pressure

By MEG CROSBY
Staff Writer

t the Variety Bar in the Del Rey

Elementary School’s Dolphin Deli,
French fries have been replaced by
edamame, a Japanese appetizer of green
soybeans. “Blame it on positive peer
pressure,” suggests deli co-founder Beth
Marks. “Kids love to try new food,
especialy whenthey seetheir friendseating
it

Oreosand chocolate milk have given way
to soy-based fruit smoothies and 100
percent juice. Crunchy cucumbers replace
grey canned string beans and low-fat
mozzarella cheese sticks have upstaged
processed cheese.

Hot dogs, the only memorable food for
parent Alex Miller inthelate ' 60scafeteria
line, areno longer served. Hissecond grade
daughter, Megan, lovesfreshly baked pizza
on Tuesday and chooses cucumbers from
the variety bar.

Scott Fleming, a Del Rey student in the
late’ 70sremembers“Hot Dog Thursdays.”
Hesays, “ For seventy-five centsall you got
was a hot dog on a bun.” When his first
grader, Max, came home from school last
year talking about his favorites — sushi
cucumber rollsand fresh strawberriesfrom
the variety bar, Scott was thrilled.

Run entirely by the Del Rey Parents
Club, the Dolphin Deli grew out of avision
linking healthy food and sound nutrition to
academic performance. We want our kids
to get the best out of their school
experience,” adds co-founder Robin
Bradley.

Recent 2005 legislation signed into law
in Sacramento supports their efforts. By
2009, sodas will be banned from all
California school campuses. SB12
establishes nutrition standards to limit
calories and sugar content consumed by
children. Another bill, SB965, allowsonly
milk, juice, and electrolytedrinksto besold

in elementary schools.

Non-dairy and vegetarian entrees are
availabledaily. The Dolphin Deli offersnut-
free, whole, unprocessed foods. To stay in
compliance with the law, the school has
hired a nutritionist and uses sophisticated
software to evaluate nutrition.

Since 2003, Del Rey’s Dolphin Deli has
served more daily lunches than any
restaurant in Orinda and, by any business
standard, isacase study in successand hard
work. A small army of 125 volunteer
parents are trained in food safety and
restaurant techniques.

Each day alocal restaurant or supplier
provides an entrée. Fresh vegetable soupis
delivered on Monday from the chef at
Shelby’s in Theatre Square, compliment-
ed by Noah's Bagels with cream
cheese. Round Table Pizza in Rheem is
working to develop a whole wheat crust
pizza with less cheese for its Tuesday
offering.

Each Wednesday, La Cocina at 23
OrindaWay, offersawide variety of fresh,
low calorie Mexican food.

The Dolphin Deli Thursday feature is
fresh hand-made pasta with homemade
sauce from the Pasta Stop in Moraga
Fridays are reserved for sushi or teriyaki
chicken or baked potstickers. Trader Jog's
in Lafayette supplies the whole chicken
pieces for the other lunch offered on
Thursdays.

Sumptuousfruit smoothiesare delivered
three days a week from Quenchers, 21
OrindaWay.

With grant money from the Central
ContraCostaSolid WasteAuthority, the Del
Rey food program and Orinda's other
elementary schools have become part of a
collaborative "green loop" with mixed use
recycling receptables placed in each
classroom and common area. Waste from
the kitchen also becomes compost for
schoolyard gardens, which provide
vegetables for special student treats.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Students at Del Rey Elementary School enjoy a healthy lunch in the school cafeteria. Parent volunteers
re-supply the popular variety bar in the background.

In addition to raising healthier kids, the
Dolphin Deli aso raised $58,000, which
supports the school library; math and
literacy specialists, music, art, computer,

and physical education programs;
classroom assistants; and other program
enhancements.

Qransform Your Yife
O hrough Hypnotherapy

Debra L. Crook, CCHT

Board Certified Clinical Hypnotherapist
89 Moraga Way

925-528-9954

Through guided imagery and visualization, I guide you into a pleasant and safe
hypnotic state. When the doorway into your subconscious mind opens and you
connect to your inner self, you can replace old negative behaviors and beliefs
with positive ones to create the life you want.

* Stress reduction/relaxation
* Weight control * Increase self confidence
* Smoking cessation * Improve concentration
* Increase creativity & enhance talents * Pain control
* Overcome fears & obstacles * Pre-op & post-op surgery/dental
* Work success * Release resentments
* Increase performance: public speaking, exams, sports
Member of the American Council Of Hypnotists

* Improve sleep
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Annual Friends Book Fair
Saturday, October 7
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Library Plaza

Thousands of books for sale

The Friends of the Orinda
Library Celebrates 50 Years!

The Friends of the Orinda Library thanks the Orinda community for its tremendous
support as we celebrate 50 years of fostering lifelong learning at our local library
and the 5th anniversary of the opening of the new Orinda Library.

Join us at the

including best sellers,

Founded in 1956, the Friends of the Orinda Library is a
nonprofit organization whose financial support benefits
programs and collections at the Orinda Library. Please
consider supporting the Orinda Library by becoming a
member of the Friends today. Join now and your member-
ship will be good through the end of 2007!
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collectibles,
how-to’s and children’s books. Bake sale, children’s activities, and plant sale, too!

Yes, count me among the Friends of the
Library. Here’s my tax-deductible gift of:

(7 $35 Family

(] $10 Senior

(7 $75 Supporting

(] 8125 Patron

(J $250 Contributing

(J $500 Life member

(J My employer has a matching gift program

Address
City
Zip

State

Email
Phone

Mail to:
Friends of the Orinda Library
P.O. Box 152

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Name :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Orinda, CA 94563 |
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BACKYARD GETAWAYS
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Yoga with Manuela in Lamorinda

F..;

* Special workshops for women
e Level 1 &2

* Private instruction

Ongoing Friday 9 a.m.
class in Orinda

Manuela Robr
Certified Yoga Instructor &
Yoga Therapist
925-253-9373
manuelarobhr@comcast.net
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Chinese Fine Dining
and Take Out

voted
Best Chinese Restaurant in
Contra Costa County
by S.E Chronicle

1 Orinda Way - 253-9852

M-Th 11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri. - Sat. 11:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sun. 12 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

Kelly Hood, MD

is pleased to announce the opening of
her new office in Lafayette.

Dr. Hood has 16 years experience in
general dermatology and dermatologic
surgery both adult and pediatric. Special
interests include: skin cancer, acne, Botox
and Restylane cosmetics.

970 Dewing Suite 301
Lafayette, CA
925-283-5500

Kelly Hood, MD Dermatology
Board Certified in
General and Cosmetic
Dermatology
and Dermatologic Surgery

(Regent

SEVEM SEAS CRUISES

= $200 Ship Board Credit

“Luxury Goes Exploring”

***Special Savings***

2 for 1 Pricing, Shipboard Credits
Free Wine With Dinner & In-Room Bar Setup

7-Night Athens to Monte Carlo Cruise
= October 21, 2006 - Athens to Monte Carlo

» 2 for 1 Cruise Fares and $200 Ship Board Credit
= Seven Seas Voyager - From $3,508.00 per person

T-Night Tahitian Islands Cruise
= October 21, 2006 - Roundtrip Papeete

= Paul Gauguin - From $2,205.00 per person

17-South America Cruise

=+ January 20, 2007 - Manaus to Buenos Aires
= $100 Shipboard Credit - $300 Shore Excursion Credit
= Seven Seas Mariner - from $8,896.00 per person

.... other sailings available at comparable savings

and tours!

For more information
Call: Maria DeMarco (925) 254-9042

Your local Regent Cruise Specialist — or visit:

www.Orinda-Vacation-Guide.com
for more than 10,000 specially priced cruises
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his past spring my husband and | spent

three weeks traveling in Hong Kong,
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand. We
started our trip in Hong Kong at the new
Four Seasons Hotel located on the water,
near the Star Ferry, the Peak Tram, and the
interesting Soho district.

After threenightsin Hong Kong, weflew
to Hanoi and started our trip in Vietnam, a
land of stunning natural beauty and rich
ancient heritage. Today the Viethamese
people—morethan half of whom were born
after the war — look to the future with
relentless optimism. Modern Vietnam is a
safe and accessible travel destination for
just about anyone in search of adventure.

A short ride along coastal Highway 1
offersaglimpse of thisbustling, burgeoning
nation of morethan 80 million. You'll pass
motorbikes balancing a family of four,
stacked 10 feet high with bamboo fish traps
or carrying four pigsto market. Thetraffic
can be chaotic, and it isadvisableto hirea
driver and guide. Vietnam has a colorful
landscape, isrichin history and traditions,
and with their indomitable spirit, the
people, who have endured so much, ook
eagerly to the future.

Hanoi, the capital, is the gateway to the
far north, and the area is populated by
diverse groups of ethnic hill-tribe people
from the south of China. HaL ong Bay, just
afew hourseast of thecapital, isastunning
area of high karst peaks, now visited by
luxurious overnight cruise boats and kayak

SHEILA WOODS
A young girl in Hoi An makes flowers out of rice
paper which are then sold to the local restaurants
and cooked as an appetizer.

Backyard Getaways and Beyond

Trails of Indochina
Sheila Woods

SHEILA WOODS
This young girl is carrying produce along the
road from Hoi An to Danang.She uses an up and
down motion while walking to relieve the weight
from her shoulders.

excursions.

South of Hanoi is the city of Hue, the
old royal capital. Farther south, near
Danang, is Hoi An, a 15" century trading
and cultura center, a great place to shop
and to enjoy Cua Dai beach. Other cities
on the way to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon)
are Nha Trang, Vietnam’s ocean city, and
Dalat, aformer French colonia hill station
and gateway to the highlands.

Ho Chi Minh City is a beautiful city
offering inexpensive shopping and alarge
central market. Day tripsincludethe Cu Chi
Tunnels where the North Vietnamese
guerrillas hid out and the Mekong Delta, a
“must see” which includes large floating
markets, mangrove swamps, and boat rides
along rural canalsto tiny fishing and craft
villages.

Vietnam is a bargain destination with
luxury hotels, fine dining, and exciting
adventure tours at a fraction of the cost of
similar services at home.

From Vietham we journeyed to
Cambodia. Highlights were the ancient
ruinsof Angkor Wat and Angkor Thomwith
five star hotels available. We stopped over
in Thailand — Bangkok and Chiang Mai —
on our way home. Highlights in Bangkok
were the Grand Palace and Emerald
Buddha, and in Chiang Mai a visit to the
Chiang Dao Elephant Training Camp.

We found the countries safe and the
people friendly. | recommend a tour by
Trails of Indochina. For moreinformation,
contact Anderson Travel at 254-8433.

ANDERSEN TRAVEL 4.
23 ORINDA WAY RINDA, Ca 94563

"

925.254.8433 4 800.480.4888
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SCHOOLS / STUDENTS

Two Students Share Thoughts on Summer and Returning to School

By AMRITA NEWTON

Incoming fifth-grader at Wagner Ranch
Elementary School

hen| started working onthisarticle,
| thought | better decide first what |
really prefer — vacation or school. And
believe me it was not that easy to decide.
For example, during vacation | have much
more free time and can play more soccer;
but | usually do not see my friends so often.
In contrast, during school | can do artsand
math, subjects | like a lot, and see my
friends every day, but | do not have much
time for myself or just to hang out.
Thissummer was somewhat different for
me. For thefirst time, | wasallowed to take
a friend with me to Italy and to Aspen,
Colorado. My friend Natalieand | did lots
of fun stuff during the three weeks we
traveled together. In Italy, we climbed the
tower of Siena, went on a hot-air-balloon
ride over Tuscany, looked for wild boar in
the Italian village where we were staying,
visited the Uffizi Gallery in Florence and
copied one of the paintings there and, of
course, atelotsof gelato! InAspen, wewent

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Amrita Newton (L) and her friend Natalie enjoyed
Italy this summer.

horseback riding in the mountains and on
awhite-water-rafting trip. Natalie was al so
able to meet my German grandparents
during our travels. So, that was a pretty
good fun-filled summer!

But what do | look forward to for this
school year? First of al, | will be afifth-
grader, meaning | will be one of the older
kids in my school. In addition, | look
forward to being in the next Wagner Ranch
School musical with Mr. Pickett and
participating in string orchestra with Mr.
Uyeno for one more year. | also hope that
we will have another Family Arts Night
with Mrs. Kam at my school. And, of
course, | am excited to find out who my
fifth-grade teacher will be.

So, now that | am thinking about all these
things for next year, | can hardly wait to
get back to school!

By DANIEL HO

Incoming eighth-grader at
Orinda Intermediate School

For many other students, the summer is
a boring part of the year. The daily
routine for them is to stay home and do
nothing. However, every year my family
travels to Singapore for about six weeks.
Thereismuchto doin Singapore, including
eating deliciousloca food. My summer this
year was especialy interesting. We went
to Hong Kong, and later China. In Hong
Kong, we went to Ocean Park, which was
really big. There was a show that featured
dolphinsand seals. Another thing | enjoyed
about Ocean Park was watching the pandas
in their habitat. It was the first time | had
seen a panda. There were also humerous
rides, including roller coasters, which | did
not daretogoon. | did ridein Go-Karts. (I
crashed twice, which means | won't be
getting my driver’s license anytime soon.)
In China, | went to afew tourist sites, such
asthe Great Wall, the Forbidden City, and
the Summer Palace. My favorite was the
Great Wall.
| don’t feel happy that school isbeginning
because that’s when the work begins. The
first word that comes to my mind when |
ear “beginning of the school year” is a
drawn out “Nooooo!!!” School days are
very routine, unlike spontaneous summer
days. At school, | work. At home, | aso
work. The only relief | get from this cycle

Sleepy Hollow's New
Principal

SALLY HOGARTY

Sleepy Hollow Elementary School begins
the school year with a new principal — Diane
Kanegae. For the past four years, Kanegae
has been an elementary principal in the Novato
Unified School District. Priorto that she served
as an elementary vice principal, Title |
coordinator, resource specialist, and K-4
classroom teacher in Southern California.

Orinda Real Estate Specialists

We maximize your real estate profits using our
professional qualifications, 20+ yearslocal realty
experience, and a commitment to excellent service.
Nobody does it better

Dick Holt
(925) 253-6332

Please visit usat www.Holt-Woodward.com

Frank Woodward
(925) 253-4603

RESRIRERS T1AL BHLHEE AL R
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is during the weekends, when I’'m allowed
to use the computer.

Starting school has its excitements
though. A good thing about school starting
is that | can hang out with my friends
everyday, a privilege | wouldn’t have if it
wasvacation. Also, I'll bein eighth grade,
and that makesmefedl ... big. I’m probably
going to look at the sixth gradersand think,
“Weas | really that small?’ Overall, | think
I’'m ready for the new school year, even
though teachers always say, “In eighth
grade, the teachers will be tougher.” They
said the same thing about sixth grade in
elementary school but OlSwasn't that bad
atall.

| YENGAR M ETHOD
* Srength
* Samina
* Sress Reduction

JEANNE DOWELL
Certified Personal Trainer
Private Instruction Available

former instructor under
U.S. Olympic Committee

925.254.0193

FIRST CLASS FREE

A Beautiful Home for I;he Elderly
G(Lw/c[wgmc/ux/

Quiet, fenced, patio with a view
Religious visitations

24-hour personal care

Nutritious meals ~ Special diets
MD supervised ~ Social activities
Near hospitals and churches
Laundry included

254-4535

License
#075600243

458 Tahos Rd. ® Orinda

TREIBLE
OFFICE SUPPLIES STATIONERS

FULL LINE OF OFFICE PRODUCTS
PRINTING-BUSINESS CARDS & STATIONERYe COMPUTER SUPPLIES
OFFICE FURNITURE e LAMINATING e FAX ¢ COPIESe COLOR COPIES

254-3643

Fax # 254-9720
19 Orinda Way

MONTHLY
BILLING

FREE
DELIVERY

Mary Chatton Brown
& Associates

Proven Personal and Professional

Service for All Your Real Estate I nvestment Decisions
Experienced Local REALTOR
12A Orinda Way, Orinda California 94563

925.254.4994

web site: marychattonbrown.com

CASA ORINDA

RESTAURANT

Dinner served nightly from 4 pm
925.254.2981 = 20 Bryant Way = Orinda, CA 94563
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Writing Contest Winners Show Skill and Imagination

By DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

eaders like to visit the London of

Charles Dickens' Bleak House or the
later London of George Orwell’s 1984. But
they probably wouldn’t want to live
there. Likewise, few would want to hang
out with Big Brother or Mr. Tulkinghorn,
but it's interesting to meet them and see
what makes them tick.

Young winners of the Poul Anderson
CreativeWriting Contest, sponsored by the
Friendsof the OrindaLibrary for local high
school students, take their readersto places
and people like that, and displayed their
imagination and skill in their entries. The
Miramonte students wrote an essay about
iPods; a poem about dreams; a short story
about an obsessive orphan; and a science
fiction story about acontrolled society with
acharismatic leader.

Copies of the winning entries are in the
OrindaLibrary.

A Chronicler of iGeneration

Catherine Wong, a 10th grader at
Miramonte, wrote the winning essay,
Invasion of theiGeneration, describing the
latest el ectronic have-to-have, iPods. “The

click wheel puts everything at your
fingertips, so you can play god without any
trouble,” says Wong.

She delineates the effect of the invasion:
“The coolest thing about iPods is that they
create new cliques at school.” Wong
examines iProbes and iPrima Donnas:

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Catherine Wong wrote the winning essay.

“iProbes steal your iPods when you're not
looking just to see every song and artist that
you have downloaded. On the other side of
the tracks, the iPrima Donnas stop you in
the hallsto show off what they have on their
little electronic hunk of plastic, but they
never let you get through an entire song.

SOHEILA SMITH, BROKER

CARING, KNOWLEDGEABLE AND

ISN'T IT TIME WE MET?

AL ESTATE

(925) 963-12.84

WORKING FOR YOU.

Small classes

make a big difference

Academic Excellence - Caring Community

Saklan

Preschool « Elementary = Middle School

Education for Character & Leadership
Safe, Country Day Setting - Van Service

Accredited « Independent = Not-for-profit

saklan|valley |school

1678 S5chool Street « Moraga, CA
" rl;:;:l_ 225.376.7900 = www.saklan.org

“The iZombies are always around.
That'sright, the horrifying iZombies. They
have staring eyes, dark hoodsthat they will
never remove from their heads, and, other
than subtle head bobbing, they don’t move
at al.

"iPods are slowly conquering and
converting my generation into the
iGeneration. Even theteachers have them,”
she says.

DreamsWith Form and Feeling

Many teenagers write poetry full of
feeling, but without much form. Poet
Robert Frost described writing free verse
as like playing tennis without a net.

Miramonte Sth grader, Matt Roe, took up
his challenge and wrote a poem about
dreams, This Unreal Life, with a rhyme
scheme and compelling imagery. The poem
begins: “Some have no beginning, Nor do
they have an ending. Bizarre tales from
deep within, Sandwiched between cozy
linen”

And the poem continues with lines

reminiscent of Sartre: “ Strange roomswith
no doorways, And long highways with no

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Matt Roe's poem about dreams was a winner.

exits.”

Roe also wrote lines that he says were
inspired by a Michael Crichton novel:
“Erotic encounters of thewired kind, With
no pushbuttons for rewind.”

Roe haswritten alot of poetry lately. He
spent about two-weeks working on the
winning entry. He reads political novelsas
well as others by Crichton and Kurt
Vonnegut.

A NightmareVision of Obsession

Elias Stahl, a 9th grader at Miramonte,
wrote a sinister short story, Specter, about
an orphaned boy in a coal mining town,
who, as the only employee of a security
company, watches over the children. Or is
that what he is doing? It's irony worthy of
a mature writer. The story is aso full of
insights: “Delight and dread, after all, don’t
the two seem to go hand in hand,” as well
as “no one can outrun age.”

He gives vivid descriptions of colorful
characters and their grungy surroundings.
The story might seem to be inspired by
9/11 concerns about safety, but Stahl says
not. “1’vewritten other storiesthat are much
more political.” He writes for himself and
others, not in responseto classassignments.
“They are kind of boring. | do the bare
minimum to get by. Next year, he will

o
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Elias Stahl's sinister short story won him
accolades.

transfer to Berkeley High. “It'sstill possible
to get agood education there. | want to go
to a bigger school with a more diverse
population instead of only rich, upper class,
white kids” That means that he won't be
entering next year's contest. “Hopefully,
you'll be reading my stories in other
places,” he says.

Not So Brave New World
AKi Shibuya, an 11th grader at
Miramonte, entered the contest last year
without winning, but when she noticed the
flyer at the Career Center, “I thought I'd
give it another shot.”
Thistimeshehitthebull’'seye. Her story
of a controlled society was inspired by
novels she'sread such as Brave New\Wbrld,
1984, and Lord of the Rings. But it's also
based on the history she hasread, especially
about Germany between the World Wars.
“1 find war history fascinating because
of the social aspect around it. | liketo find
out what caused war to break out, how the
momentum for war built up, how other
nations got involved, what tactics were
used, what the home front was like, how it
ended, and what was the result of the war.
“History does repeat itself,” she adds.
Sheisinterested in books about war. “It
showsthedark side of human nature. | don’t
want to sound morbid, but | am interested

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
AKi Shibuya's winning story was inspired by Lord
of the Rings.

in the cause and effects of wars”

The story will be part of aprojected novel
sheiswaorking on.

Thissummer shestudied at Oxford inthe
ATA program on British media studies.
“I'm a self-proclaimed Anglophile,” she
says. “I"'m looking forward to soaking up
theauraof C.S. Lewis”

Computer Trouble?

Portable CIO quickly solves PC and Mac computer
problems for small business and homeowners.

* Repairs * Uprrades = FirusSmware/ddware Removal =
Networking = Infermet/Email set-up + Equipment Recyecling =

925.552.7953

www. ThePortableC O com
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Miramonte Welcomes New Choral Director

By SALLY HOGARTY
Editor

usician and teacher Sarah Downs has

been named the new choral music
instructor at Miramonte High School.
Downs earned her bachelor’s degree in
music education and single subject
credential in music from the Conservatory
of Music at the University of the Pacificin
May of 2006 and has also served as a
counselor and music director for the Pacific
Coast Leadership program.

Former director, Chris Olin, left
Miramonte to pursue an advanced degree
at the University of Oregon. During his
tenure, the choral program achieved many

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Chora performing at Harper College in Chicago.

successes including numerous awards. In
March, Choral Artists served as the
headline performers at the Educational
Foundation of Orinda’'s Celebration of the
Arts. They were also honored with an

invitation to participatein the International
Choral Festival at Stanford University
where they received a gold award for most
outstanding choral ensemble.  In April,
the Concert Singersreceived the California
Music Educators Association (CMEA)
ranking of Unanimous Superior. Also at
CMEA that weekend, the Choral Artists
received aUnanimous Superior ranking and
set a Miramonte record for highest overall
score at CMEA. Chora, the intermediate
women'sensemble, competedin May at the
National Festival at Harper College in
Illinois, receiving a Unanimous Superior
(highest) ranking and the overall award for
Most Professional.

Miramonte Graduate

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Congratulations to Noah Simons,
Miramonte class of 1994, on the
completion of his three-year
residency at Kaiser Hospital in
Oakland. Simons is now a fellow in
infectious disease at Oakland's
Children's Hospital.

Holly Henkel, Fine Homes Specialist

estate needs.

Holly Henkel

i INTERO

Committed to the community and to serving your real

« Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES) Designation
* Past career in Trust and Estate Planning
¢ 10 year volunteer for the schools

Please look at my newly designed web site.
www.hollyhenkel.com

(925) 360-2390
89 Davis Road, Orinda, Ca 94563

Learn, Grow, Create
HOLDEN HIGH SCHOOL

10 Irwin Way, Orinda (near BART) « 254-0199

Now enrolling

for fall

Call for Info.

* Grades 9-12, tiny classes

* Personal & social growth

* Creative arts

» Sliding scale tuition

* Year ‘round enrollment

* Strong counseling program

2% Interest

* Secured by Real Estate
* Interest Paid Monthly

Broker's License # 00972368

* Pension Plan Approved
* Licensed California Broker

£5AVVY

B W Real Estate Capital

Call us today at 800. 973. 2044

WWW. SavWyTecdp.com

Miramonte High School Celebrates
50 Years on Friday, September 15

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Miramonte cheerleaders from the high school's early days lead students at a pep rally.

By 50th ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE

hether you have attended every

home football game for decades,
haven't darkened your alma mater’s doors
sinceyou graduated, or have yet to set foot
on the Miramonte High School (MHS)
campus, here is your opportunity to
celebrate the past, present, and future of
Orinda’s cherished high school. Joinfellow
alumni, parents of graduates, and current
Orindaresidentsfrom 3:30t0 6:30 p.m. on
Friday, September 15, 2006. Enjoy self-
guided campus tours, displays of
memorabilia from 1955 through the
present, videos and slide shows, aswell as
achanceto participatein alive Miramonte

trivia contest.

For more information, contact Alison
Everett Burke (MHS ’70) at (510)
452-4164 or visit the informative
website at www.miramontealumni.com. If
you have mementos of your years at
MHS (uniforms, programs, photos, etc.)
you would be willing to donate or loan to
the committee for display, contact
Sue Wecht at (925) 253-1020 or
swecht@comcast.net. If you would like
to volunteer a few hours of your
time on September 15, contact
Gail Wieber Cwalina (MHS ’66) at
gailcwalina@msn.com. To submit ques-
tions (and the answers!) for the trivia
contest, contact Vanessa Crews at
verews@mac.com.

Engagement. Enlightenment.
Empowerment.

ORINDA ACADEMY

Information
Night Wed.
Nov. 8th

1! g

— Call now to

reserve
your space.

For 25 years, Orinda Academy has produced motivated, focused scholars, who go
on fo attend top universities. With a nine to one feacher student ratio, an average
class size of 10, and a structured program in a supportive environment, Orinda
Academy is able to engage, enlighten, and empower its students to work to their
potential on a daily basis. In a personalized learning environment, students’ success
in the classroom is a catalyst for increased self-confidence, self-reliance, self- aware-
ness, and self-advocacy. If you are looking for a school that seeks to address each
student's individual needs, come find out why OA is the college preparatory

school that makes a difference.

19 Altarinda Road * Orinda
www.orindaacademy.org

925-254-7553 x305
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WAY TO GROW

Done Right

%ay to Grow in Orinda
Lighting Your Landscape - Light

Steve & Cathy Lambert

he long daylight hours of summer will

soon be gone making thisagreat time
to consider extending your outdoor hours
by adding landscape lighting. Your home's
appearance after dark is often one of the
most overlooked landscape considerations.
You've paid for your property and
landscape, so why not ensure that you can
use and enjoy it into the night by adding
light?

Recently, on alate summer night, Steve
was driving home through many dark
neighborhoods after focusing lights in a
new installation. He was struck by how few
homes have landscapelighting and of those
that do how few are really well planned.

Wereceive dozensof callseach year from
homeowners complaining about their
failing outdoor lighting system. Most often
these are systems purchased in a pre-
package kit and installed by the
homeowner, their gardener, or the neighbor
kid.

For a long-term investment, consider a
professional quality, 12-volt lighting

system. These systemsallow for acustom
lighting design and should not be confused
with pre-packaged kits, which typically
provide strings of path-lights and low
wattage up-lights.

Theprofessional quality lighting fixtures
are manufactured from premium materials
such as brass, copper, and stainless steel.
They also allow for afar greater variety of
effects such as moonlighting (down
lighting), dramatic shadowing, and accent
lights. Most professional quality light
fixtures and transformers also come with
a 10-year to lifetime warranty.

When driving through a dark
neighborhood, there are few things quite
as pleasing to the eye as an artfully lit
landscape. Lighting design is one of the
most uniquely creative aspectsof our work,
however, it can be achallengeto make your
landscape lighting look relatively natural.

Begin by thinking of your outdoor space
as a canvas that you are “painting” with
light. Your first consideration should befor
your home's safety and security. Walkways

GET THE SERVICEYOU DESERVE...

Directors Kim Winter and Janet McGill

If for any reason you are not happy with our

Protecting You and Your Home Since 1985
Our employees are insured and bonded. Socia Security and Workers'
Compensation is paid and we assume absolutely al liability for our employees.
Top Quality Customer Service
We meet with each of our new clients, and we take the time to review each home and each
customer’s needs. Total Clean was recently rated “Top Quality” by a Bay Area Consumer
Group, and we are dedicated to providing the highest quality of service possible.

TOTAL CLEAN

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

Our Money Back Guarantee

work, we will reclean the area for free.
And if you still are not pleased,
you pay nothing.

A clean houseisjust a phone call away. 376-1004

"Certified Home

Improserment™™

Serving LAMORINDA
& THE EAST BAY
Since 1983

R

ALL PHASES OF HOME REPAIR
CARPENTRY / ELECTRICAL / PLUMBING

Interior Remodeling

TERRY HEIMBACH

General Contractor
"Certified Home Improvement”
License #600955
(925) 933-3027
P.O. Box 3420 Walnut Creek, CA 94598
e-mail: terrvheimbachi@vahoo.com

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Doors - Windows
Mouldings - Fixtures - Tile/Marble

Web Site:

www.terryheimbach.com

and stairsarecritical areastolight for safety
reasons.

Although you often seelouver stylelights
on the face of steps, these fixtures are
relatively useless because the light spread
islimited, and they can be blinding, shining
directly in your eyes as you approach the
steps. Lighting steps from above is much
more effective. This can be accomplished
by using down lights placed in atree or an
eaveor by using tall path lights. One of our
favorite lights for stairs or pathways is a
five- foot tall Tiki torch with alow voltage
down light on the bottom. The down light
on this fixture gives a soft lighting spread
of about seven feet which is perfect for
lighting stairs and, while entertaining, can
add lots of dramawhen the top torch islit.

One of the problems we often see on
walkway lighting is the use of too many
path lights, creating the“landing strip look.”
It is just as effective and much more
aesthetically pleasing to light one side of
the path or stagger the fixtures, alternating
between sides. On curved paths, we prefer
to light just the inside of the curve.

Recently, we were hired to install a
lighting design by alandscape architect that
included 135 path lights and 35 accent
lights. After viewing the garden during the
day and at night, we revised the design and
the completed project had 165 lights total,
20 of which were path lights. Wewere able
to accomplish thisthrough the use of more
unobtrusive down-lighting.

A good lighting plan will take into
consideration the amount of ambient and
bounce lighting that can be achieved
through the use of up and down lights. It's
important to note that you don’t always
need more lighting fixtures to gain more
light. After al, lighting your landscape
should be much more about dramatically
highlighting the most beautiful featuresin
your garden rather than just adding lots of
light.

This leads us to the next design
consideration, lighting your garden’sfocal
points. Trees, larger plants, sculptures,
large rocks or rock walls, water features,
or architectural details such as an arbor,
gazebo, or gate can all make a striking
nighttimefocal point. Careful consideration
should then be given to the choice of fixture
and position of the light. First determine
from which angle the feature will most
frequently be viewed from inside your
home or from your outdoor entertainment
space. Low voltage lighting brings out the
shape and texture of an object. Remember
to aso consider the shadowy impressions
that will be cast against your home's wall
or fence. Up lighting afocal point fromthe
basewill give the subject majesty and draw
the eye to your garden’s best features.

Trees can look especially breathtaking
with the proper illumination. For the
grandest of entry statements on adriveway

or front walk, nothing looks more
impressive and inviting than an avenue of
trees bathed in arich golden glow.

It's important when lighting trees to
always connect the canopy to the ground
by lighting the trunk. You don’'t want the
appearance of floating trees at night. Also,
resist the temptation to light every tree in
your yard. Choose those that are truly
dramatic such as sculptural trees that lend
themselves well to lighting. Some of our
favorite trees to light include Japanese
maples, magnolias, oaks, birch, dogwoods,
and anything you find that has a unique
shape with striking parallel lines or lateral
branches. By day, most of these trees
simply blend in as part of a green canvas,
but by night, with the right lighting they
become a outstanding feature that springs
to life taking on a whole new personality.
For a real wow factor, one of the most
outstanding treeswe'veenjoyed lighting is
a mid-winter fire dogwood, which has
brilliant chartreuse leaves and a deep
salmon-colored branch structure. Thistree
isalmost more beautiful lit up at night than
in broad daylight. As for choosing feature
plants to light, anything from strong and
simple like a New Zealand phormium or
calalily to something large and feathery
like a date palm or red leafed banana all
look fantastic when lit correctly

Finally, uselow-level lighting to connect
focal point areas. Large expanses of black
arenot inviting or safe. Wash awall or even
a hedge with cross lighting as a bridge
between areaswith morelight. Thelighting
in your landscape should direct the eye
through your garden from one pleasing
element to another rather than causing the
eye to bounce around from one bright spot
to another.

Choose fixtures that will do the job the
particular location calls for. You can
purchasewell lightsthat bury in the ground
for a nice up-lighting effect on bushes,
ornamental grasses, and trees. Spot lights
can beused to highlight afocal point. Down
lights mimic moonlight when placed in
eavesor treesto light the area beneath them.
Wall washers, which softly light walls or
hedges, can be used as mentioned
previously to connect other more
dramatically lit features.

If you have spent time and money
improving your yard but have not yet
invested in landscape lighting, consider
choosing aprofessional design and quality
products. This is one investment you will
not regret. Landscape lighting will enhance
your garden at night, enlarge your living
space, and extend your outdoor entertaining
hours while increasing security and
improving the safety of your home.

For more information on low-voltage
landscape lighting or for suggestions on
future “ Way to Grow” articles, please feel
freeto email usat gardenlights@comcast.net.

o Shrubs
e Garden Accessories

o Flowers

e Personalized Service

196 Moraga Way
Orinda

254-3713

— Open Duaily —

Nurture your garden at

McDonnell

www.medonnellnursery.com

Nursery
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CALENDAR

ON THE CALENDAR
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SEPTEMBER

Orinda Hiking Club, Hawk Hill/Marin Headlands, sturdy hiking boots required,
meet at Community Center 8:15 am., 254-1465, repeats September 9, 253-0131.
Farmers Market, Saturdays, Avenida de Orinda and OrindaWay, 9 am. to 1 p.m.,
www.cocofarmar.org or (925) 431-8361, repeats September 9, 16, 23, and 30.
Orinda Hiking Club, Berkeley Pathways & Steps, sturdy hiking boots required,
meet at the intersection of El Nido Ranch Road and Charles Hill Road, 8:45 am.,
376-5649.

Orinda Books, Jacqueline Winspear discusses her new Maisie Dobbs mystery,
Messenger of Truth, 4 p.m., 254-7606.

Orinda Starlight Village Players, Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors through
September 30, Fridays and Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sunday Sept. 10, 17, and 24,

4 p.m.; Thursday, Sept. 28, 8 p.m., Community Center Park Amphitheater, 253-1191
or aspen@hobbitsforhire.com.

Orinda Motors, Endless Summer Classic Car Show and open house, 63 Orinda
Way, 9 am. to 1p.m., 254-2012.

OrindaArts Council, BirdHaus benefit gala, Community Center Scul pture Garden,
6:30 p.m., (925) 386-0440.

OrindaArts Council, Orinda Idol Competition, Orinda Theatre, 11:30 am. to 5:15
p.m., admission free, also aday-long arts festival with activities, live music,
multimedia and photography exhibits and refreshments throughout the Theatre
Square plaza.

California Shakespeare Theater, AsYou Like It, Bruns Amphitheater, ends October
15, tickets (510) 548-9666.

Orinda Hiking Club, Huddart County Park/Peninsula, sturdy hiking boos required,
meet at Community Center, 8:15 am., 376-9366, repeats September 24, (925) 735-
9240.

Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority, Home Composting for Busy People,
workshop, 9 am. to 10:30 am., McDonnell Nursery, 254-3713.

World Affairs Book Group discusses Inside Putin’s Russia: Can There Be Reform
Without Democracy” by Andrew Jack, 3 p.m., led by Daisy Daymond, 935-1565.
The Orinda Owls discuss The Highest Tide by Jim Lynch, 7 p.m. at Orinda Books,
254-7606.

The Page-by-Page Book Group discusses Any Bitter Thing by MonicaWood, 7
p.m., a Orinda Books, 254-7606.

Orinda Books, Freddy Moran discusses Collaborative Quilting, which whe wrote
with Gwen Marston, 4 p.m., 254-7606.

Orinda Hiking Club, Evening Stroll, Jack London Square/Oakland, call for meet
time and location, (510) 658-1327.

Orinda Hiking Club, short hike, Berkeley to Albany Bulb, meet at Community
Center, 8:15 am., 376-5649.

Orinda Hiking Club, extremely difficult hike, Dipsea Trail Loop/Marin County,
sturdy hiking boots required, meet at Community Center, 7:45 am., (925) 284-7898.
Orinda Books, Lolly Winston discusses Happiness Sold Separately, 4 p.m., 254-
7606.

6

2

3

13

15

AT THE LIBRARY
ADULTS

Orinda Library Book Group, Yann Martel’s Life of Pi, 7 p.m.

27  Library Database Training Program for Adults, familiarity with Web browsers
required, registration begins August 30 and is required.

CHILDREN

12 Toddler Lapsit, infantsto age 3 and their caregiver, songs, bounces, and stories, 10
am., repeats at 10:30 am. Please choose one time aweek. Repeats on September
13, 19, 20, 26, and 27.

16  Saturday Morning Live!l Family storytime for ages3to 5, 10:30 am. in

Picturebook Alcove, also on September 23 and 30.

For more information on library programs, call 254-2184.

CLUB MEETINGS

Orinda Crossroads Rotary, Community Center, every Monday, 258-0758.
Miramonte Parents Club, 7:30 p.m., MHS library.

Orinda Lions Club, Europa Restaurant, 64 Moraga Way, every Tuesday at 12:15
p.m., 254-0482.

Orinda Sunrise Rotary, Postino’'sin Lafayette, 7 am. every Friday, 254-0440,
ext.463.

Orinda Junior Women's Club, General meeting, call for information and location,
at 7 p.m., also Sept. 20 at 9:30 am. 253-8896.

Orinda Rotary, Community Center, every Wednesday at noon, 254-5537.
Orinda Association, Orinda Library, May Room, second Monday, 7:30 p.m.,
254-0800.

Orinda Historical Society, OHS Museum, 3to 5 p.m., 254-1353.

Orinda/Tabor Sister City Foundation, 7 p.m. social, 7:30 p.m. Friends of the
OrindaLibrary.

CITY/FIRE/SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING SCHEDULE
Acalanes Union High School District

First and third Wednesdays, district office, 1212 Pleasant Hill Road, L afayette, 7:30
p.m., www.acalanes.k12.ca.us

City Council

First and third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, www.ci.Orinda.ca.us.

Historic Landmarks Committee

Fourth Tuesday, 3to 5 p.m., Library Garden Room, public is welcome, for informa-
tion, please call 788-7323.

Moraga-Orinda Fire District

Third Wednesday, 7 p.m., Administration Building, 1280 Moraga Way, Moraga.

Orinda Union School District Board of Trustees

Second Monday, 4 p.m., OUSD Conference Room, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orinda.k12.ca.us.

Planning Commission

Second and fourth Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Library Auditorium, 253-4210.

Parks and Recreation Commission

Second Wednesday, 7 p.m., Community Center, room 7, 254-2445.

CALENDAR BY LYNDA LEONARD

Send calendar items to momcatl@earthlink.net

Comedy of Errors Completes Starlight
Players Season with Shakespeare

By DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

hakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors

eatures two sets of identical twins,
unknown to each other. That's easy enough
todowith alarge cast, elaborate costumes,
and a stage a certain distance from the
audience. But what will Tom Flynn do
directing the Odyssey Players in the last
play of the Orinda Starlight Village Players
season with a small cast and the
Community Center Park Amphitheater
seatshardly morethan anarm’slength from
the stage?

He plans to make a virtue of necessity,
casting two actorsto play the four parts of
the twins. The twins will not only look
aike, they will be the same actor. And to
make up for thesmall cast, only eight actors
in al, he will place life-sized cutouts
throughout the stage and even in the
audience. “By theend of the play, theactors
will talk to and work around these unusual
cast mates. If all goes well, the audience
will look on them as true characters,” he
says.

Timingiscritical and Flynn promises he

\ g

JILL GELSTER

Geotty Chapple and Ray Christensen in last

year’s production of The Tempest. Both will be

appearing in this year’s production of Comedy of
Errors.

has some secrets up his sleeve to make the
missing found — but not too soon. The
comedy takes place mainly in Ephesus, a
magical and dangerous place. Thefather of
the twins has arrived in Syracuse to find
his missing boy and is imprisoned and
under death sentence, as a kind of illegal
alien. “Ephesus is not magical in the way
of A Midsummer Night's Dream or The

[See COMEDY page 22]

What’s Not to Like About As You Like It?

By DOROTHY BOWEN
Staff Writer

Imost everyone likes As You Like It
and, indeed, what’s not to like about
thefinal comedy of the Cal Shakes' season?
Director Jonathan Moscone says the play
appealed to him because it was similar to
Twelfth Night, which healso directed. “The
central character is a woman faced with a
life and death situation. She deals with it
by becoming a man and discovers her true
self through a wild adventure. It's about
love,” says Moscone. “Once in the forest,
the primeand sole concern of the characters
isthe achievement of love. It's the highest
goa — the most difficult and the most
painful. Asamanwho liveshislifethrough
hiswork, it's meaningful to me,” he adds.
Susannah Schulman will play Rosalind
and Stephen Barker Turner portrays
Orlando. The critic Harold Bloom writes,
“Great roles like Rosalind are a kind of
miracle. Rosalind is the ancestor of
Elizabeth Bennett in Pride and Prejudice.”
He aso believes that Rosalind is as close
to Shakespeare’s own voice as anything in
his plays. Shakespeare himself played the
role of old Adam in AsYou Like It.
As You Like It is also perfect for Cal

Shakes becauseit takes place mainly inthe
forest of Arden, not unlike Siesta Valley
withitsdeer and coyotes. The set will move
from the decadent court to the romantic
forest, even bringing trees on stage.

Theforest alsoworksto level hierarchies.
As the daughter of the Duke, Rosalind
would be too far above Orlando to marry,
but in the forest, she can court him
disguised as the boy, Ganymede.

Harvard professor, Marjorie Garber,
writes that the pastoral tradition in AsYou
Like It belongsto amodern analogueinthe
American West: “The cowboy, like the
shepherd, is a readily understood
metaphor.”

As You Like It has more songs than any
of Shakespeare's plays. But that’s not the
reason Moscone has asked Gina L eishman
to set the verse to music. No one knows
what the original music waslike; although,
weknow what instruments might have been
played. The director imagined that gypsies
might have made music in the forest so
three musicians costumed as gypsies will
play music for some scenes.

As You Like It begins with previews
September 13, opens September 16, and
ends October 15. For reservations, call
(510) 548-9666.

Call (925) 631-4670 for tickets or go on-line to

SAINT
MARY's
COLLEGE

WK
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The Committee for Lectures, Art and Music presents

Hits and Homeruns
Saturday, September 16 at 8 p.m.
LeFevre Theatre
Actor/singer
highlights five decades of music and
baseball from America's segregated
past. Beginning with vaudevillian Bert
Williams, moving through the historic
signing of Jackie Robinson and ending
with the artistry of Nat King Cole,
Motley interweaves stories of Negro League players with those of great musicians. These
athletes and performers traveled the same roads, made use of the same "colored only"
hotels and restaurants, inspired one another, and, ultimately, re-shaped American history.

Byron Motley

www.stmarys-ca.edu and click on “arts.” n
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CLASSIFIED

0 LETTERS from page 4

$17 million. We were not allowed to vote
on this or to vote on whether we would
prefer to spend the money on road upgrades
or fancy new offices. Now suddenly roads
areacrisisand the council wantsabig new
tax to pay for them.

Don't be misled by claims that the old
library would have to have been made
earthquake proof. Nobody worried about
earthquakes when citizens used the old
library. Are the staff more important than
the citizens?

If the city were to rent out the new city
offices for use by a corporation, the city
could contribute $600,000 per year to the
new infrastructure upgrade (for roads,
drains, water pipe repairs and upgrades).
If the fire district would dedicate the

classified ads...

Computer Services

Recent Miramonte Grad providing computer ser-
vices in Lamorinda area includes: OS upgrades,
software/hardware install, networking trouble
shooting, consulting. Will find best electronics deal
(925) 899-8879 or brett@orindatech.com

Macintosh technical services for busy profes-
sionals. Apple certified with OSX. Specialist in
desktop publishing, database & Internet solutions.
Get the help you need today. Call 254-5467.

Adventure Boot Camp for Women. Get results
and have fun! Lose the gym and your old rountine.
Outdoor exercise class. 1 hr/day, 3, 4, or 5 days/
week, 4 weeks. Laf. 5:30 a.m., W.C. 9 a.m.; 925-
457-4537; www.contracostabootcamp.com.

Looking for a home in beautiful Orinda to pur-
chase? OK for possible work needed. 254-4798
Anne.

All Ears Pet Sitting Services. Attentive pet care
in your home. AM & PM visits, dog walks. Orinda
resident, vet recommended. Bonded and Insured.
(925) 253-8383 or allearspetsitting@sbcglobal.net

Animal House. Reliable & Caring Pet Care Ser-
vices. References, insured and bonded. Local resi-
dent. (925) 254-3677.

For Your Paws Only. Professional pet sitting.
Proudly providing loving care for Bay Area and
Lamorinda pets since 1997. Numerous refer-
ences available. Special needs pets welcome.
(925) 938-1267.

Office Space for Rent. Across the street from
the Orinda Theatre. $700 mo. 253-7828

Services

Elite Organizer and Company. Office and home
organizing PLUS Quickbooks set up & bill
payment services. Available 7 days a week by ap-
pointment. Local references. 370-1422 or
www.eliteorganizer.com.

Garden Maintenance, Landscaping, Yard Clear-
ing, Rock Gardens, Dry Stream Beds, and Step-
ping Stone Paths. Orinda resident. Honest,
friendly, and efficient. Charles. Home: 254-5533
Cell: 528-9385.

Small jobs, cleaning yard, garage. 30 yrs in
Lamorinda. Ken 376-7197.

Vacation Rentals

HAWAII
Big Island Of Hawaii Lovely Beach House, 3BR/
2BA Kohala Coast. 510-527-2009 HaleLea.com

ITALY
Mangiare Bene! Fun cooking classes near
Rome: www.mangiarebenesabina.com. Rent a
restored farmhouse in panoramic olive oil hills
outside Rome: www.allegriasabina.com 866-585-
3207.

00 0000000000000 OCOCFOCOEONOGINOGEONONONONONONONONONOEOOO

1 Buy 1950’s Furniture Danish modern, Herman
Miller, Knoll wanted. 1 item or entire estate! Call
Rick at 510-219-9644. Courteous house calls.

property tax revenue of the new Gateway
and Pine Grove developmentsin Orindato
the upgrade of the roads, drains and water
pipes, this would amount to between
$1,300,000 to $1,700,000 per year. The
city could dedicate its $400,000 per year
in new taxes from the new developments.
Altogether, these three sources of revenue
add up to at least $2,300,000 per year.

Peoplewho live on private roadswill pay
thetax but will get no money to repair their
streets. People who havedrainslocated on
their property will get no tax funds, even
though the drains discharge neighborhood
water. People who live on streets or
portions of streets having less than 500
automobile trips per day will get no tax
money.

If we approvethe proposed infrastructure
tax in November we are simply

encouraging future city councils to
squander our money on future image
projects while we are further taxed for the
necessities.

-- Clyde Vaughn

Out-of-Control Spending

For 20 years, the Orinda City Council has
gleefully spent Orindatax dollars on their
favorite social programs. These include: a
nonessential new library, unnecessary
downtown beautification, a desirable but
unnecessary city hall, an excessive police
presence, revamping the Wagner Ranch
gymnasium for senior citizen use, an
attempt to turn the old library into a
homeless center, other social programs.
And now they want a special assessment
to maintain our much neglected
infrastructure.

That is backwards. Social programs are
important, but they should not take
precedence over thebasics. Our tax dollars,
including the ten million dollar Gateway
project grant, should have been spent on
our roads, our water systems, and other
infrastructure. Then, if social programs
weredesirable, thecity council should have
come to the taxpayers for a special
assessment for that purpose. The citizens
of Orinda could then have voted their
preference.

It is time to end this out-of-control
spending. We need a city council and a
mayor that will give preferenceto our basic
necessities. It is not social programs that
are undesirable, it is just that our basic
needs should take priority. They did before
Orinda became acity.

-- Richard Townsend

0 COMEDY from page 21

Tempest; it's more like ToonTown,” Flynn
says, “with 3-D peoplewalking and talking
to 1-D people. Crazy but true”

In spite of Flynn's take on things, the
comedy is set in Elizabethan times with
costumes and sets to match. “I’ve put on
shows in more contemporary dress, but |
still like the old over the new. We see suits
andtiesall thetime, just walking down the
street,” he says.

Odyssey Players started in 2000 with
Taming of the Shrew and did two shows a
year until 2003. The two companies got
together when Geotty Chapple, Starlight
star and director, came to see one of the

IT'S TIME

TO CALL

ALPINE

ROOF AND
GUTTER
CLEANING

CO.
254-5060

DIV. OF BLUE PINES

TREE SERV.
ORINDA, CALIF. r

FREE ESTIMATES

Odyssey shows. He liked the style and the
fast-paced way they approached
Shakespeare, and he asked Flynn if he
would consider directing a show for him.
They did The Tempest together last year and
it was very well received, says Flynn, so
they decided totry it again with Comedy of
Errors.

In the cast will be Chapple, Susan
England, Ken Sollazzo, Odyssey Players,
Jeff Lowe, Ray Christensen, and Maureen
Williams, and others to be announced.

A oflifiige
Ir0NUUOOD

Civil & Structural Engineering
Earthquake Strengthening
Foundation Repairs
Retaining Walls
Drainage
Remodels
Additions
New Construction
Licensed Engineers
Leak Investigations
Expert Witness
Property Purchase Inspections

K 510/ 524-8058 /

The Comedy of Errors will play
September 8 through September 30. Friday
and Saturday performances begin at 8:30
p.m. and Sundays September 10, 17, and
24 begin at 4 p.m. A Thursday show on
September 28 begins at 8 p.m.
Performancesare at the amphitheater inthe
Orinda Community Park. Tickets are $15
general admission and $7.50 for students
and seniors. For tickets, call 253-1191 or
email aspen@hobbitsforhire.com.

NIWA®S
GRAND

RE-OPENING!?

£ NIWA
- RESTAURANT
- Sushi Bar
Japanese Cuisine
&

Chinese Cuisine

Mon.-Thur.:11:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Fri.: 11:00 am. - 2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m. -10:00 p.m.
Sat: 11:45a.m. -10:00 p.m.
Sun: Closed
(925) 254-1606

1 Camino Sobrante #6
(across from Safeway)

Chinese Meals To Go Always 10% Off!

2006
Publication Schedule
Issue Deadline
Oct. August 21
Nov. September 18

line ($20 minimum) :

Name

Orinda News classified ads ...

Your ad in The Orinda News reaches 9,000 households

and businesses in Orinda!

Thereare 32 spaces per line. Count each letter, punctuation mark, and space between words.

Category

* For Sale Address

Number of Lines

Cars

Musical Instruments®  City

Zip Phone

Adl’atesare$5per 00000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Email

Sports Equipment
Miscellaneous

Writeyour ad in the boxesbelow with oneletter, spaceor punctuation mark in each box. Cost is$5
per line: $10 minimum.

* Help Wanted
* Household Services

Caregivers

Domestics
House-Sitting

e [nstruction

Music Lessons
Tutors

Miscellaneous

¢ Pets
* Pet Care

* Rentals

* Services
« Vacation Rentals/
Home Exchanges

« Wanted receipt.

00 0000000000000 060600000000000000O0

Enclose your check payable to The Orinda Association and mail to Orinda News, PO. Box 97, Orinda, CA e
94563. We reserve the right to reject any ad. Classified ads must be prepaid. Your cancelled check is your :

°

00 00 000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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is always open to suggestions,” she adds.

Many of Singer’s clients at Unlimited
Possibilities are trying to work through
negative emotions. By utilizing timeline
therapy, she is able to assist clients in
releasing negative emotions. This type of
therapy enables one to let go of eventsin
the past that made one feel angry, sad,
anxious, or guilt ridden. Singer guarantees
that these negative emotions will be
released in one session.

Each session is two hours in length. A
detailed history is taken and issues are
identified. “It isvery important to visit my
website beforethefirst session, in order for
aclientto beasprepared aspossible, ” says
Singer.

Her clients range in age from teenagers
to senior citizens, with the eldest being 81
years of age. The most common issues
clients seek help with include weight loss
and smoking cessation, although Singer
will work on any specific issue a client
requests. Every session is tailored
specifically totheindividual client’sneeds.
“I enjoy working with teenagers. They are
open, giving, and want to change. They are
often highly motivated,” says Singer, who
claimsaclient will absolutely stop smoking
after just two sessions.

For more information about Unlimited
Possibilities and Life Coach sessions,
please call Dr. Singer at 253-3521 or visit
the website at www.unlimitedposs.com.

Wireless Depot Excels at Customer
Service

Thisspring MousaHel o opened hisfirst-
rate, personal service wireless store in
Theatre Square, near Serika. If you have
been in the unfortunate position of having
to visit your cell phone store and had to
spend an hour or two just to get aseemingly
simple errand accomplished, it istime you
visited the Wireless Depot.

“Thisisthe first business of itskind to
carry all six wirelesscarriers. | offer all six
companies, with their specific plans, to
choose from. Each company offers
something different from the other and,
depending on a customer’s specific needs,
| can advise which oneis the best plan for
that customer,” explains Helo. The six
companiesinclude Sprint, Verizon, Nextel,
T Mobile, Cingular Wireless, and Metro
PCS.

Originally from Jordan, Heloimmigrated
to the United States ten years ago and has
worked in information technology. He
studied computer science at the University
of Jordan, now known as Applied Science
University. After owning an Internet
business selling and servicing computers,
he successfully played tournament poker,
although he does not advise the | atter.

VALERIE HOTZ
Mousa Helo from the Wireless Depot.

When asked to comment on hiswinning
strategy Helo suggests, “ Set aside aspecific
amount for poker, and then if that
evaporates, you should wait until the same
time next year.

Wireless Depot has a wide selection of
cell phones and accessories, including
Blackberries and computer phones. Cell
phones are considered hazardous waste and
must be disposed of accordingly.
Customerswhorecycletheir old cell phone
with him will receive store credit that is
good towards the purchase of anew phone.
Please contact the Wireless Depot directly
for details. For moreinformation, call Helo
at 253-1343. Hisemail addressiswireless-
depot@sbcglobal .net.

Curves Has Grand
Re-Opening

Pati MacDonald of Curves announces a
grand re-opening special with the $149 sign-
up fee waived fornew members.
Conveniently located in Theatre Square,
Curves offers an after-summer shape-up
program. "There are no fancy dance steps to
master or complicated machines to wrestle
with — just a simple, effective circuit that
increases metabolism, protects muscle, and
burns fat," says MacDonald.

MacDonald counts herself as among one of
the first Curves' members in California. "After
years of spending up to two hours at a time
in a gym, | knew that this 30-minute circuit
training program would fit in perfectly with
my busy schedule," MacDonald explains.
According to MacDonald, she lost over 30
pounds in the first eight months. She went
on to become co-owner of one of the first
Curves' franchises in San Diego County. Now
a certified personal trainer, MacDonald
believes that the staff at Curves makes a big
difference. "They are so well-trained and
really know how to motivate women with their
workouts," adds MacDonald. "This is a great
workout for busy mom's and working women.
It really does take just 30 minutes to feel and
look fabulous.

Free validated parking is available at
Theatre Square. For an appointment and
facility hours, call 254-4199.

Maureen Wilbur

For the 3R's of Real Estate

[

Maureen Wilbur
Previews Property Specialist
International President's Elite

e Relationships
e Resources, and

e Research

Earning High Marks From

Clients

Coldwell Banker
Orinda, CA 94563
925-253-6311 VM

www.MaureenWilbur.com

SRRERS
BANKER O

Chamber Corner

Become a M ember!

Maybe you're aware of us, or maybe
not... but the Orinda Chamber of
Commerce is actively working behind
the scenesto promote ahealthy business
community herein Orinda. But, wecan't
doit alone. Today, our chamber consists
of approximately 275 members but
there's room for more growth.

The Orinda Chamber of Commerce
is actively looking for new membersin
an effort to better promote and unite our
local business community. There is
power in numbers, as they say, and our
chamber will be a stronger force with
greater membership.

Some of the benefits of membership
include networking opportunities,
educational speakers at luncheons,
community service events, greater
exposure for your business, after-hours
social mixers, a voice in Orinda’s
downtown revitalization, direct contact
with city leaders, and thelist goes on. If

you are a local business owner (not
necessarily just herein Orinda), or if you
know someone who might benefit from
becoming a member, please contact
Candy Kattenburg, executive director, at
(925) 254-39009.

Next L uncheon - September 21

The next Chamber of Commerce
luncheon will be on September 21 at the
Orinda Country Club at 12 noon. Our
featured guest speaker will be the
dynamic Jeffrey Kasper, president
and chief innovation officer of
ServiceQuality.US. Kasper co-founded
his company in 1990 to assist small and
medium-sized organizationstoimprove
thelevel of servicethey provideto their
customers. Kasper authors asyndicated
newspaper column, “Speaking of
Service” and averages over 100 paid
speaking engagementsannually. Tickets
for this event are $30. Reservations can
be made by calling 254-3909.

An Sharf
Call ANN at (925) 253-2525;

she comes bighly recommended...

ANN SHARF

When you need:

® a strong negotiator
e proven results for both buyers & sellers

* professionalism & service

® a top producer

Website: www.annsharf.com

Email: ann@annsharf.com

93 Moraga Way, Orinda

SuttaDunaway

Interior & Architectural Design

New ConstrRucTion » Remopers « Custom Krrcuess

SuttaDunaway Inc.
1100 Boraga Way, Suite 206, Moraga, CA 94556
ph 925-376-7056 fax 925-376-7097
julasuttad@earthlink.net
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To send items for consideration, email
Hotz at v.hotz@att.net.

TheArt of Fine Photography

Scott McCue Photography has been a
local Orindabusiness for the past 15 years
and this past spring McCue relocated his
studio to 83 OrindaWay, next door to Going
Away Travel. “It is fun to be in avisible
space where people can easily find me”
says McCue, who has 25 years experience
as a photographer.

“1 enjoy photographing people, but | also
take pleasure in photographing artwork
such as sculpture. There are many
challenges in photographing artwork and
adjusting lighting techniques for aspecific
piece. | do commercial building interiors

Putting a Personal Face

on the Face of Business
Valerie Hotz

and advertising aswell,” saysMcCue, who
now does virtualy all hiswork inadigital
format.

Starting with his first Kodak Instamatic
in the fourth grade (remember loading
cartridges?), McCue went on to build his
own darkroom in high school and managed
a camera shop in Berkeley for ten years
before devoting himself fulltime to
photography. Like many excellent
photographers, heis self-taught.

Born and raised in Berkeley, he earned a
bachel or of artsdegreein anthropology and
soon after graduation decided he wanted
to be a photographer instead of an
anthropologist. An 18-year resident of
Orinda, McCue has three children. Sean
and Melissa graduated from Miramonte

Integrity ¥ Expertise

30 year Orinda Resident
(925) 253-4611

Orinda Office, Coldwell Banker Real Estate
laura@lauraabrams.com

www.lauraabrams.com

Orinda Shell Auto Care

- Complete Auto Care -
Scheduled Maintenance - Air
Conditioning - Brakes and Suspension -
Electrical Repairs - Warranty Repair -
Smog Inspection - Wheel Alignments -

Senior Discount - Free shuttle service -
Walking distance from BART

Celebrating Over 6 Years in Business

Thank You Orinda!

@ Kathy Miichell

Owners

925 254-1486 © fax 925 254-8375
9 Orinda Way

e-mail orindashell@aol.com

Laura Abrams, M.B.A.
Residential Sales Associate

Joey O’Brien

-
CERTIFIED il

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Scott McCue of Scott McCue Photography.

High School and Reed will be asophomore
therethisfall.

“In photographing weddings, | work
with familiesover aperiod of timeanditis
great. Thewholefamily comestogether for
thisvery specia event. Capturing the sparks
that happen between people is very fun.
Helping them to recreate what happened is
essentially what | do. It is a challenge
because, unlike in the studio, the
photographer cannot control everything.
This is especialy the case with how the
event is structured and the crowd control.
Conditions can change very rapidly around
the events,” he says with asmile.

The advantages of digital photography
are many, including the ability to post
wedding photos on his website for friends
and families of the brideand groomto view
before selecting individual portraits to
purchase. “Imagesrecall memories. A great
photograph keeps you engaged with that
memory or special moment in your life.
Sometimesit isan abstract memory that is
not even the subject of aspecific photo, yet
that photo can trigger that certain memory.
I like the story that a wedding photo tells
much better than watching a video of a
wedding. The photo is more subjective,”
observes McCue.

In addition to photographing people,
M cCue photographs artwork for the Hearst
Gallery at Saint Mary’s College and his
photos were included in a recent art
publication.

The new location of Scott McCue
Photography at 83 OrindaWay includesan
art gallery featuring local contemporary
artists as well as his portrait studio. For
more information, please visit the website
at www.scottmecue.com or give McCue a
call at 253-1719. Heisusualy inthe studio
Monday through Friday, 10am. to 5 p.m.,
unless heis on an assignment.

Achieve Balance and Harmony With
Unlimited Possibilities, LLC

There are many misconceptions about
hypnosis and the biggest misconception
causes people to ask, “Will | quack like a
duck?’ Linda-Marie Singer, doctor of
clinical hypnotherapy, answers this
question by saying, “Only if you want to.”

Motivation is the key element. “| enjoy
helping people, and | want to help people
realize their full potential. Hypnosis is a
behavioral change. You go from stuck to
unstuck. It is arelaxation of the mind and
body, a gateway to resolving personal
problems, breaking habits and addictions.
Through hypnosis you can unlock your
personal potential safely and easily. It
works!” says Singer, who is also a life
coach.

“Hypnosis enables usto bein control of
ourselvesand our habits,” continues Singer,
who notesthat hypnotherapy has been used
by human beings for the past 3,000 years.
“Theancient Greeksand Romanshad sleep
temples and relaxation techniques were
employed there” she says. “The formula
for success has two parts, namely focusing
on what you want (not what someone else
wants for you) and then taking action.
When you focus on what you want and act
on it, then step by step you will meet with
success,” says Singer.

Hypnotherapy differs significantly from
meditation, she says. With meditation one
focuses on the void, essentially meditates
on the void. With hypnosisyou have guided
imagery, often through a tape recording
accompanied by soft music, and positive
messages arerepeatedly provided, whereas
with meditation there are no messages.
“Hypnosisis a superior stress reliever and

i
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VALERIE HOTZ
Linda-Marie Singer brings life into balance.

helps recycle stress into positive energy.
Thestressisrecycled as positive energy by
working through the unconscious mind that

[See BUZZ page 23]

Ga rdeﬂ |_|g htS landscape &

pool development inc.

Reflect your personal taste and style with
adistinctive yet functional landscape.
Enlarge your living space and extend your
outdoor entertaining hours with dramatic
low-voltage lighting.

Lift your spirit and calm your soul with a
natural-setting pond, stream or waterfall.
Indulge in an artfully designed pool and
spa that gracefully blend into your
surrounding garden.

Garden Lights is afull service landscape
company specializing in lighting and
water features.

We design & install with just one call
925-254-4797
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FREE Consultations

Serving the Lamorinda Area for 17 years




